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pres is very e i that i 3 of 1 h 
_Heloiſe have not ſooner appeared i in Engliſh, ſince 


it is generally allowed, by all who have ſeen them in 5 


other languages, that they are written with the great- 


eſt paſſibn of any in this kind which are extant. And, ; 


it is certain, \that the letters from « a Nun 10 a Cavalier, 
which have ſo long been known. and admired. among 
us, are, in all reſpects, inferior to them... Wbetever 


thoſe were, theſe are known to be genuine pieces, oc- 


caſioned by an amour which bad very Forte. 
conſequences, and made a great .noile at the time 
when it happened, being between two. of the e moſt di dif-- 


tinguiſhed N of that age. 


Theſe letters 1 being truly w written 1 che 


perſons themſelves, whoſe names they bear, and who - 

were both remarkable for their genius and learning, 3 
as well as by a moſt extravagant paſſion for each 
other, are every where full of ſentiments of the heart, 5 
(which are not to be imirated in a feigned ſtory); and 


touches of nature much more moving than any which. 


could flow from the pen of a writer of novels; or enter 
into the imagination of any who had not t felt. the like 


— 


, emotigNs: and diſtrelſes, A 
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They were originally written in latin, and are ex- || 
tant in a collection of the works of Abelard, printed ; 
at Paris, in the year 1616. With what elegance 
and beauty of ſtyle they were written in that lan- 
guage, will ſofficiently appear to the learned reader, 
| even by thoſe few citations which are ſet at the bot- 
tom of the page in ſome places of the following hiſ⸗ 
tory. But the book here mentioned conſiſting chief: 
of ſchool Divinity, and the learning « of thoſe times, ; 
and therefore being rarely to be met with but in pub- 
lick libraries, and in the hands of ſome learned men, 
the letters of Abelard and Heloiſe are much more 
7 known by a tranſlation, or rather paraphraſe of them 
in French, firſt publiſhed at the Hague in 1693, 
and which afterwards received ſeveral. other more 
compleat editions. This tranſlation is much ap- 
plauded, but who was the author of it is not cer. 
tainly known. _ Monſieur Bayle ſays, he had been 
informed it was done by a woman; and perhaps he 
thought no one beſides could have entered fo tho- 
roughly into the paſſion and tenderneſs of ſuch wri- 
tings, for which that ſex ſeems to have a more 
natural diſpoſition than the other. This may be 
judged by the letters themſelves, among which 
thoſe of Heloiſe are the moſt tender and moving, 
and the maſter ſeems, i in this particular, | to have been 

: excelled by 1 ſcholar. ö e ; 


' In ſome of the later editions in F there 
has been prefixed to the letters an hiſtorical ac- 
count of Abelard and Heloiſe; this is Chiefly ex- 

x = oo wen TRY | trated 


Þ*+ R E pF * 1 = 8 1 : 

; trated from the preface of the! editor of Behar - I 

Works in Latin, ard from the critical diftionary 2 
of Monſieur Bayle*, who has put together, under 
ſeveral articles, all the particulars he was able to 
collect concerning theſe two famous perſons: Mn - 
though the firſt letter of Abelard to Pbilintut, ir. 
which he relates his oun ſtory , may ſeem to bave 
rendered this account in part. unneceſlary z yet the 
reader will not be <Lifpleaſed | to ſee the thread of 


the relation entire, and*eontinued to the death of the | 4 
perſons whoſe misfortunes had.made their lives ſovery 
remarkable. 155 | 1 


- 


It is indeed impoſſible to be ow 1 we 
ſurprizing and multiplied afflictions and perſecuti-· 
ons which befel a man of Aielard's fine genius, 
when we ſee them ſo ſeelingly deſcribed by his 8 
own Hand. Many of theſe were owing to the 
malice of ſuch as were his enemies on the ac- 
count of his ſuperior learning and merit; yet the 
great calamities of his life took their riſe from 
his unhappy indulgence of a criminal paſſion, and 

giving bimſelf a looſe: to unwarrantable pleaſures. 
After this he was perpetually involved in ſorror 
and diſtreſs, and in vain ſought for eaſe - and 
quiet in a monaſtick life. The letters between 
him and his beloved Heloiſe were not written 


til long. after their marriage and ſeparation, and 
. . 1 


* 7 d. Artic x Abelird, Heliſe, F oulgies 4 Para- 
1 . | 5 


3 'P R K . c 2 5 
when each of them was dedicated to a life of re- 
ligion. Accordingly we find in them ſurprizing 
mixtures of devotion and tenderneſs, of penitence _ 
and remaining frailty, and a liyely piQture of human 
nature in its contrarieties of paſſion and reaſon, its in- 
firmities and its ſufferings. 0 
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— ETER ABELARD was. bornin: 
the Village of Palais, in Britany. 

He lived in the twelfth „ 
| in the Reigns of Lewis the Groſi, 
and Lewis the Young. His Father 8 Name v Was. 
Beranger, a Gentleman of a conſiderable and 
wealthy Family. - : te. took Care to give his 
Children a liberal and! pious Education; eſpe- 
cially his eldeſt Son Peter, on whom he endes 4 : 
voured to beſtow all poſſible Improvements, 1 
becauſe there appeared i in him an extraordi- 
nary Vivacity of Wit, joined' with Sweetneſs. 
of Temper. and all imaginable preſages of a 
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1 The Al STOR "7 „ 2 
Learning, bo grew. ſo fond of his ook than 
leſt Affairs of the World might interrupt his 

Proficiency 1 in them, he quitted his Birth-right 
to his younger Brothers, and applied himſ#f 
entirely to the Studies of Philoſophy and D 


vin itz. 
Of all the Sins: to which he contin 


himſelf, that which pleaſed him moſt, and 
in which he made the greateſt Progreſs, was 
Logick. He had a yery ſubtle Wit, and was 
| inceſſantly whetting it by Diſputes, out of 
2 reſtleſs Ambition to be a Maſter of his Wea- - 
pons. So that in a ſhort time he gained the 4 
Reputation of the greateſt Philoſopher of his 
Age; and has always been . eſteemed the 
Founder of what we call, of he noting 8 the "4 
Schoolmen, ner . 
He finiſhed bis Studies at Parts, where 
Learning was then in a flouriſhing condition. 
In this City he ſound that famous Profeſſor of 


Philoſophy, William des Champeaux, and ſoon 
became his favourite Scholar ; but this did 7 
not laſt long. The Profeſſor was ſo hard put 
0 it, to anſwer the ſubtle Objections of his 
. : new Scholar, that he. grew uneaſy with him. 5 
hy parties The Sea 
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nior Scholars. BO + or ak ile Harp: „ 
Abelara, ſeconded their Maſter's Reſeniment. 
All this ſerved only to increaſe. the Young | 
Man's Preſumption, Who now thought. 
ſelf ſufficiently qualified to ſet up a School e 
his own, For this Purpoſe he choſe an 1 
vantageous Place, Which was the town of * 
Me lun, ten leagues from Paris, where the 
French Court reſided at that time. Gbam- 


peaux did all that he could to kinder the erect- 
ing of chis ſchool; but ſome of che great Cour- 


tiers being his Enemies, the Oppoſition | 
to it only promoted the deſign af * Rial. 


The reputation of this new RY, a 


a marvellous progreſs, and eclipſed that of 
 Champeaux. 'Theſe ſucceſſes ſwelled Abelard 
ſo much that he removed his ſchool to ur- 


beil, in order to engage his enemy the cloſer © 4 
in more frequent diſputations. But his excef- | 
five application to ſtudy brought upon him a 

long and dangerous ſickneſs, whicli conftrained 1 7 


him to return to his Native Air. © op) or 
After he had ſpent two Years in THe: _ 


country, he made a ſecond adventure to Paris,» 5 f 


where he found that his old antagoniſt Cham- 
Peau had reſigned his chair to another, 3 
was retired i into a convent t of nn Regular, 

among 
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And abend he continued his Lectures. e 
Llard attacked him with ſuch fury, that . 
quickly forced him to renounce his tenets, 
Whereupon the poor Monk became ſo deſpica- 
Ile and his antagoniſt ih ſuch great eſt m. I 
that no body vent to the lectures of Champeaux, 
and the very man who ſucceeded him in his 
Profeſſorſhip p, liſted under Re arg! be- 
came his hela! 

He was ſcarce fixed i in ba 1 before ne 
the nd himſelf expoſed more than ever to the 
| ſtrokes of the moſt cruel envy. Endeavours 
were uſed to do him ill offices by all-thoſe WhO 
were any ways diſaffected to him; another pro- 
feſſor was put into his place db had thought 
it his duty to ſubmit to Abelard; in ſhort, t6 1 
many enemies were raiſed againſt him, that he 
was forced to retreat from Paris to Melun, and 
there revive his logick lectures. But this held 
not long; for hearing that Champeaux with all 
his infantry was retired into a country village, 
he came and poſted himſelf on mount St. Ge- 
nevieve, where he erected a new ſchool, like a 
kind of battery againſt him whom Champecus 
bad left to teach at Paris. 

Cbampeauax underſtanding that his cabins. 
Was thus eee in his ſchcol, brought the 
Kae, 
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Regular Can ns back again to their Monaſtery, 


But this, inſtead of relieving his friend;: -cauſed _ 


all his ſcholars to deſert him. At which the 


poor philoſopher was ſo mortified, 
lowed the example of his _ IE 
and turned monk too. PRs, 


The diſpute now lay. holly ede W 
ard and Champeaux, who renewed - it wit 
great Warmth on both ſides; but the ſenior 


had not the beſt ont. While it Mrs depending, : 


Abelard was obliged to viſit his father and m 


ther, who, according to the faſhion of thoſe 9 


times, had reſolved to forſake the World, and 
retire into convents, in order to devote them- 


ſelves more ſeriouſly to the care of their ſalvation, | | 


Having aſſiſted at the admiſſion of his pa- 
rents into their reſpective monaſteries, and re- 


ceived their bleſſing, he returned to ee, 


where, during his abſence, his rival had been 
promoted to the biſhoprick of Chalons. And 
now being i in a condition to quit his ſchool 


- without any ſuſpicion of flying from his ene- . 
my, he reſolved 0 *pply 1 himſelf get: to 


Divinity. 9 | 8 8 


To this ok he removed. t to 1 Shieh one 


Auſelm read divinity- lectures with good re pu- 1 4 
tation. But Abelard was ſo little e n, 
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that he fol- 5 


1 the ſpirit of God for his guide, and be m 
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oy wg the ola man's abilities, who, as he ſays, hag 3. | 


very mean genius, and a great fluency of worde 


Vvo.ißthout ſenſe, that he 100k a reſolution for the 


| future, to hear no other maſter than U, 
Seriptures. A good reſolution! If a man takes 


concerned to diſtinguiſh truth from falſkood, 
than to confirm himſelf in thoſe principles into 
Which his own fancy or complexion, or the pre- 


judices of his dirt and education, have infen⸗ 


hbly led him: 


Abelard, cogether with Fes Holy Scriptures, f 


read the ancient fathers and doctors of the 
church; in which he ſpent whole days and 
nights, and profited ſo well, that inſtead of re- 


turning to Anſelm's lectures, he took up the 


ſame employment, and began to explain the 
prophet Ezekiel to ſore of his fellow-pupils : 
He performed this part fo agreeably, and in ſo 


eaſy a method, that he ſoon got a crowd of au- 


« 
? 


ditors. Ms 7 - 


ie jealous Anſelm could not bear, thin e 


r found means to get the new fines 


| ſilenced. Upon this Abelard removed to Paris 
once more, where he proceeded with his pub- 
Ss lick expoſition on Ezekiel, and ſoon acquired 
1 the ſaine n for his is divinity, he had be- 

| | fore 
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and learning pr elired:ki 1 
ber of ſcholars from all . fo that if be had 


| an incredible! Num- 5 


minded ſaving of money, he 


it been. for him, if among all the enemies his 
learning expoſed him to, he had guarded his 


heart againſt the charms of love. But alas 


the greateſt doctors are not always the wiſeſt 


men; as appears from examples i in every age, 


* 


but from none more remarkable than that of 


this learned man, whoſe hows 5 am | Now going. 


to tell you,” e, 


 Abelard, beſides' his uncommon- merit as 1 


ſcholar, had all the accompliſhments' of a gen- 


tleman. He had a greatneſs of ſoul which no- 


thing could ſhock, his paſſions were delicate, his 
judgment ſolid, and taſte exquiſite, He was of 
a graceful perſon, and carried himſelf with the 
air of a man of quality, His converſation was | 


ſweet, complaiſant, eaſy, and gentleman-like. - 


It ſeemed as tho' nature had deſigned him for a 


more elevated employment than that of teach- 9 
ing the ſciences. He looked upon riches and 
grandeur with contempt,” and had no higher | 


ambition than to make his name famous among 
ray _ and to be Teputed- the 3 
| decker 
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right have grown 0 ' 
rich with eaſe in a ſhort Hime. And happy thad  } 


/ 


| "adv af: his age: But he had human I | 
and all bis philoſophy could not guard him fr m 
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the attacks of love. For ſome time, indeed, he 
had defended himſelf againſt this paſſion pretty 
well, when the temptation was but ſlight; but 
upon a more intimate familiarity with lach ä 
agreeable objects, he found his reaſon fail him: ; 
© Yet, in reſpect to his wiſdom, he thought of : 
© compounding, the matter, and reſolved at firſt, : 
that love and philoſophy ſhould dwell together 
in the ſame breaſt. He intended only to let 
out his heart to the former, and that but-for a 
| Itttle while; never conſidering that love is a 
greater ruiner of projects, and that when it has 
once got a ſhare | in a heart, it is eaſy to Poſſeſs b 
itſelf of the whole. „„ 6 „ 


He was now in the ſeven or r eight and twen⸗ 
tieth year of his age, when he thought himſelf 


0 

{ 

compleatly happy in all reſpects, excepting I c 
E 


that he wanted a miſtreſs, He conſidered there- 
fore of making a choice, but ſuch a one as. WO 
might be mot ſuitable to his notions, and the 
gn he had of paſſing agreeably thoſe hours | 
he did not employ in his ſtudy, He had ſeve- 
ral ladies in his eye, to whom, as he ſays in one 
of his letters, he could eaſily have recommend- 


ed himſelf. For Fo muſt underſtand, chat be- W ' 
dice 
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eaſy ſongs, which he could ſing with all the ad- 15 3 | 
vantage of a gallant : air and pleaſant, voice. But 


haſty in determining his choice. He was not 
forward; ; he ſcorned eaſy pleaſures, and ſought” 


that he might conquer with the greater glory. 
In ſhoxt, he had not yet ſren the woman be: was: 
to love, „„ a N 
Not far from the Fes whang on alert "IO | 
his lectures lived one Dr, Fulbert, a cation. of 
te church of Notre-Dame. This canon had a 
niece named Heloiſe in his houſe, whom he edu. 
cated with great care and affection. Some wri- 
ters ſay“, that ſhe was the good man's natural 
daughter; but that, to prevent a publick ſcan⸗ 


ſides his qualifications mentioned. before, he had 2 
a vein of poetry, and made abundance of litie 
| tho" he was cut out for a lover, he was not ove-— 


of a humour to be-pleaſed with the wanton or 


to encounter. with difficulties and impediments, 4 5 0 


dal, he gave out that ſhe was his niece by his 


ſiſter, who upon her death-bed had chargedhim 
with her education. But tho' it was well known! 
in thoſe times, as well as ſince, that the niece ef 
an eccleſiaſtick 1 is ſometimes more nienglys rela- ® 


{7 Fr . ed 
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pPapyr. Maſſo, Annal 1. 3. W Canolicad . 
dus, Heloyfian naturalem filiam l c W * 
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ever he was for la, he was a very engage 

| : woman; and if ſhe was not a perfect beauty, 

ſhe appeared ſuch at leaſt in Abelard's eyes 

Her perſon was well p proportioned, her features! 

| regular, her Eyes packing? her lips. vermilion | 
and well-formed, her complexion animated, her 
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ted to 18 yet of this dirnfel's irth and paren- a 
tage we have nothing very certain. There is 
reaſon to think, from one of het letters to Abe⸗ 
ard, that ſhe came of a mean family ; for 
owns that great honour was done to her ſide by 
tis alliance, and that he had married much be. 
low himſelf. So that what Francis 4. Amboift 
: ſays, that ſhe was of - the name and family of 
Montmorency, has no manner of Touridatlews 5 


1 8 


1 0 R * a , 


air fine, and her aſpect ſweet and agreeable. 


She had a ſurprizing quickneſs of wit, an in- 


credible memory, and a conſiderable ſhare, of 


learning, joined with humility ; and all theſe ac 


compliſhments were attended with ſomething; 


ſo graceful and moving, that it was im poſſible | 
for thoſe who. kept her company not. to > by bl 


love with Her. . 


As ſoon as Abelard had ſeen her and * 
verſed with her, the charms of her wit and 


er made ſuch a an wi aan: vor his 75 
_ 


- * Ee yn Ap) 
- ; 


As EL 4 . u x LA s his, 1 : po 
that he preſently. conceived a moſt violent paſ- 
ſion for her, and reſolved to make it his whole - 
endeavour to win her affections. [i And now he 
that formerly quitted his patrimoniy to purſue 
his ſtudies, laid aſide all is heck aire to. 

attend his new x paſſion, | „ Hh 


> In vain did philoſophy a and VET importune 
him to return; he was deaf to their call, and 
5 thought of nothing but how to enjoy the oe 5 = 1 
and company of his dear Helolſe. And he ſoon 
met with the luckieſt opportunity in the world, 2 
Hulbert, who had the greateſt affection e 1 
able for his niece, finding her to have a/good ' - 
gare of natural wit, and a particular genius 
for learning, thought himſelf obliged to improve 1 4 
che talents which nature had ſo liberally be- . 
WY ftowed on her. He had already put her to 
„learn ſeveral languages, which ſhe quickly came . 
- WW to underſtand ſe well, that her fame began 5 
of Wl ſpread itſelf abroad, and the wit and learning of —_— 
Hoeloiſe was every where diſcourſed of. And 
g cho' her uncle for his own ſhare was no great 
le | ſcholar, he was very ſolicitous that his niece q 
WY hould have all poſſible improvements. He 
vas willing there re ſhe ſhould have maſters to 
inſtruct her in what ſhe had a mind to learn, 
but he loved his 1 ; and this kept him 
| N . 
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| RE proving fort her education ſo well as the? 
5 deſired. | 5 12 1 Sh. 1 2 © 1 Tos 468 
kari 1 khew „ Helife's inclinations; 
| and the temper of her uncle thought this an op- 
4 portunity favourable to his deſign. He was al- 

ready well acquainted with Pulbert, as be 
his brother canon in the ſame church; and he 
obſerved how fond- the other was of his friend- 
ſhip, and what an honour, he eſleemed it to be 
intimate with a perſon of his reputation. He 
i therefore told him one day in familiarity, that 
1 he was at a loſs for ſome houſe to board in 
aud if vou could find room for me faid health 
3 yours, I leave it to you to name the terms. 
„ good man immediately confi: dering, 4 
8 be this means he ſhould provide an able maſter 
= for his niece, who inſtead of raking money of 
him, offered to pay him wel for his board, em- 
: braced his propoſal. with all the joy imaginable, 
gave him A; thouſand. careſſes, and deſired he 
7 would conſider him for the future as one ambi- 
tious of the ſtricteſt friendſhip. with him. 
| What an unſpeakable joy was this to the 
ho amorous Abelard ] to conſider: that he was go⸗ 
| ing to live with her, who was the only objec 
of. his deſires; that he. ſhould have the. opp} 
unity of ſeeing and ae e with, her evetj 
. 5 1 1 FM 
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day, and of acquainting her with” 


he ſhould make his intentions ſuſpected. We 
told you before how liberal nature had been to | 
our lover, in making his perſon every way 


e ſo that he flattered himſelf that it 


was almoſt impoſſible that any woman ſhould 


reject his addreſſes. Perhap ps he was miſtaken* _ 


the Sex has variety of humours.” However, 
conſider him as a philoſopher: who h 


had hitherto. 
lived in a ſtrict chaſtity;t, he certainly reaſoned - 
well in the buſineſs of love, when he concluded 
that Heloiſe would be an caſier en bg n 
than others, becauſe her learning gave him an 
opportunity of eſtabliſhing a correſpondence 
by letters, in which he might diſcover his paſ- 
fon with . greater freedom, than he A . 
ſume to uſe in converſation. „ 
Some time after the canon had 10 hu 
lard into his' houſe, as they. were diſcourling | 
one day about things ſomewhat above Fulbert's 
capacity, the latter turned the diſcourſe inſen⸗ 
ably: to the 0d een of his niece; he in- 
formed 


LY . ; "YL, 


: TT! quippe t tune nomiais eram et juventutis et 1 : 


ma grata præeminebam, ut quamcunque teminarum oe” 
Cignarer amore oullany vercher: berufen. x Bgis ade, 3 
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f Frœna libidinf capi ae, qui antea viveram conti. 
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However he concealed; his 3 joy: at preſent, leſt : 
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17 Sen Abelard of the excelleney of her.\ witz 
5 and how ſtrong a propenſity ſhe had to im 
| prove in learning ; and withal made it his car. 

neſt requeſt, that he would take the pains to 
| inftru&t her. Abelard pretended to be ſh rpri- 

zZzed at a propoſal of this nature. He told him 
that learning was not the proper buſineſs of 
women; that ſuch inclinations in them had 
more of humour or cutioſity, than a folid des. 
| fire of knowledge; and could hardly paſs, : 
among either the learned or ignorant, without 
drawing upon them the imputation of conceit 
and affectation. Fulbert anſwered, that this 
was very true of women of common capact- 
ties; but he hoped when he had diſcourſed with 
his niece, and found what progreſs ſhe had 
made already, and what a capacity ſhe had for 
learning, he would be of another opinion. Abe- 
ard aſſured him, he Was ready to do all he 
could for her improvement, and if ſne was not 
like other women, who hate to learn any thing 
beyond their needle, he would ſ pare no pains 
to make Heloiſe anſwer the hopes \ which. her 

uncle had conceived of her. 8 

The canon was tranſported with the Saite 
of the young doctor; he returned him thanks, 
and proteſted he conld not do him a more ae: 

; ceptable ſervice than to aſſiſt bis niece in ber 
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endeavours to learn; he therefore entreated bim 


once more, to ſet apart ſom of his time which 
he did not employ 1 in publick, for this purpoſs: 


And (as if he had known his deſigned _— = 


8 and was willing to promote it) he committed . 
ner entirely to his care, and begged of him to 


reat her with the authority of a maſter, . 


only to chide her, but even to correct her when- 


an the \ was guilty of any neglect or diſobedi- - d 91 


ence to His commands. 


Tulbert, in this, ſhewed a Apt * 1 
example; but the affection which he had for his Ss —= 
iece was ſo blind, and Abelard had fo wel! 
ſtabliſhed his reparation for wiſdom, that the 

uncle never ſcrupled in the leaft to truſt them 1 


together, and thought he had all the ſecurity in 


he world for their virtue. Abelard, you may | 8 by | 


he ſure, made uſe of the freedom eich was 


given him. He ſaw his beautiful creature eve- — 
y hour, he ſet her leſſons every day, and was 


xtremely pleaſed to ſee what proficiency ſhie ö 
ade. Heloiſe, for her part, was fo taken with © 


der maſter, that ſhe liked nothing ſo well as 3 
phat ſhe learned from him; and the maſter was „ 


harmed with that qulckaeſb of apprehenſion, : 
ith which his fcholar learned the moſt difficult 


ons. But be did not intend to ſtop here. 
e TI ſo well how to inſinuate into the ag. 


„ „  fetions . 
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conceived for her, that he had the ſatisfaction off 


ble humour, muſt needs make a greater progreſ 


ſhe fell ſo much in, love with him, that by 
could deny him nothing. ; 


which the lovers often reſorted, under preteno 
of applying themſelves more cloſely. to, thel 


| themſelves up entirely to the pleaſures of a mu 
tual paſſion. They took advantage of tha 
privacy which ſtudy and contemplation requitg 


43 thoſe who obſerved | Wh 


in lectures of philoſophy. - Sometimes he pm 
7 tended to uſe the ſeverity of a maſter; and i 
better to deceive ſuch as might be ſpies upol 
© them, he exchimed bores Hels 2 and by 


{Hos 


plain intimations of what Was in his heart, and 
ſpoke ſo agrecably of the paſſion which he had 


ſeeing himſelf well underſtood. It is no diff. 
cult matter to make a girl of eighteen i in love. 
And Abelard, having fo mich wit and agreea- 


in her affections, than ſhe did in, the leſſon 
which he taught her. So that. t in a ſhort time 


Fulbert had a country houſe : at Corbeil, -to 


ſtudies : There they converſed freely, and gant 


without ſubjecting themſelves to the Kosi of 


In this retirement, "ed owns had * 
of his time was employed in ſoft careſſes that 


: : %- 8 t „ 3 
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proached her for her r negligence.” "But 10 * x, dif" 8 
ferent were his menaces from hose which are 


Le 


inſpired by anger! VPP 
Never did two lovers ; give A greater looſe to 3 
their delights than did theſe two for five or fix - f 
months; they lived in all theendearmentswhich | 
could enter the heart of you"g beginners. This. -.- 
is Abelard s own account of the matter. He 
compares himſelf to ſuch as have been long | 
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kept in a Agrving condition, and at laſt are 


brought to a feaſt. Agrave and ſtudious man 
exceeds a Debaucbe in his enjoyments of a wo- 
man whom he loves, and of whom he is is fat. i 
onately beloved. * 8 3 

Abelard. being thus „ n the * = 
refſes of his miſtreſs, neglected all his ſerious 1 
and important affairs. His performances in 
publick were wretched. His ſcholars Perce | 5 4 
ed it, and ſoon gueſſed the reaſon. His head 
was turned to nothing but amorous verſes. His 
ſchool was his averſion, and he ſpent as little 
time in it as he could. As for his lectures, they 
were common ly the old ones ſerved up again: 
The night was wholly loſt from his enen 
and his leiſure was employed in writing ſonge, 
which were diſperſed and ſung in divers pro- 
rinces of France many: years after. In ſhort,” 
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our lovers, who. were in their Own opinion the 
happieſt pair in the world, kept ſo little guard 
that their amours were every where talked of, 
and all the world faw plainly that the ſciences. 
were not always the ſubject of their converſa- 
tion. Only honeſt Fulbert, under whoſe noſe 
call this was done, was the laſt man that heard 
any thing of it: He wanted eyes to ſee that 
Which was viſible to all the world; and if any 
body went about to tell him of it, he was pre- 
poſſeſſed with ſo goc d an opinion of his niece 
and her maſter, that he would believe W 
againſt them. 5 
But at laſt ſo many 1 50 80 were daily 
made to him, that he could not help believing 
ſomething; ; he therefore reſolved to ſeparate. 
them, and by that means prevent the ill conſe- 
quences of their too great familiarity : Howe- 
ver, he thought it beſt to convict them himlelf, 
before he proceeded further; ; and therefore 
| watched them ſo cloſely, that he had one day 
an opportunity of receiving ocular ſatisfaction 
that the reports he had heard were true. In 
ſhort, he ſurprized them together. And though 
he was naturally cholerick, yet he appeared ſo 
moderate on this occaſion as to leave them. un- 
der diſmal apprehenſicns of ſomething worſe to 
TT | h Come 


to unite their hearts more Afrilly ; : they werebut 


N 


"TY As 1 5 1 H 1 6. al 1 
come alter. by, he refult was, ; that they! ei be 


parted, 8 5 i 
Who can gat YL inte our torr ft - 2 


upon this ſeparation! However it ſerved only 


the more eager to ſee one another.” Diffic ulties : 
increaſed their deſires, and put them upon any _— 
attempts, vithont regarding what wiglit be the, Ii 
conſequence. | Abelard, finding it impollible ts: i 
live without his dear Heloiſe, endeavoured o 
ſettle a correſpondence with her by her maid =_ 
Agaton, who was 4 handſome brown girl, well- 5 
e and ey ee to hide PROS? a 


1 


f 


what a pries was it to our dec, to ſiod this 3 
girl refuſe his money, and in recompence of the - 2 
ſervices ſhe Was to do him with her miſtreſs, de. 
manded no leſs a reward than his heart, and 
making him at once a plain declarati on of 
love! Abelard, who could love none but Helo. s 
i/e, turned from her abruptly, without anſwer- | 
ing a word. But a rejected woman is 4 dange- : 
rous creature.  Agaton | knew well how to re- 1 ; 
venge the affront put upon her, an! failed not 

to acquaint Fulbert with Abelart's offers to her, 
vithout ſaying a word how ſhe had been Lilo. 24 
bliged. PFulbert HOO it was. time to 10 * 
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9 0 him. He thanked the maid for her care, 


and entered into meaſures with her, how to 


keep Abelard from viſiting his niece. 


The doctor was now more perplexed than 


ever; he had no way left but to apply. himſelf 
00 Heloiſi 8 ſinging· maſter; ; and the gold which 
the maiqhrefuſed, prevailed with him. By this 
means Abelard conveyed a letter to Heloiſe ; in 
which he told her that he intended to come and 
ſee her at night, and that the way he had con- 


trived was over the garden- we all by a ladder of 


: cords. This project ſucceeded, and brought 


them together. After the firſt tranſ ports of this 
ſhort interview, Heloiſe, who had found ſome 


more than ordinary ſymptoms within her, a- 
8 quainted her lover with it. She had informed 
him of it before by a letter; and now having 
this opportu nity to conſult about i it, they agreed 
that ſhe ſhould go to a ſiſter of his in Britany, 


at whoſe houſe ſhe might be privately brought 
to bed. But before they parted, he endeavour- 


ed to comfort her and make her ealy i in this dif- 
treſs, by giving her aſſurances of. marriage 


When Heloije heard this propoſal ſhe perempto- 


| rily rejected i it, and - gave ſuch reaſons * for her 


5 refuſal, 


„* See Hilerd's le etter to Filintus, and Heliſ?'s ard lene 
Alu. n e 


hs 3 8 


dinary a ching, that perhaps another inſtanceof 
it is not to be found in hiſtory: 1 perſuade my- 
ſelf therefore, chat I ſhall not offend my reader, 5 
if I make ſome few iemarks u pon it. "I often, - 


nour. I don” tf peak of perſons of mean birth 


views; either they hope they ſhall not, prose 


as leaves honour in poſſeſſion of its rights. But 


not at all concerned for Her honour or reputati- 


95 8 8 29 
. 3 : > bas Te. 
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Refuſal, as left Atelard in he e aſton} h- 
ment. , . 2 411 f Re 8 & 

Indeed a refuſal of thik nature is { 


A 


happens that the paſſion of love*ſtifles | or_over- 
rules the rebukes of conſcience ; but it is unu- 
ſual ſor it to extinquiſh the ſenſibility of ho- | 


and no education I but for others, al young 


women, I ſuppoſe, that engage in Ic verein. 1 


trigues, flatter themſelves with one 'of theſe 


with child, or they ſhall conceal it from the 
world, or they ſhall get theraſelves married.” A 
for ſuch as refolve to deſtroy the fruit of their 
amours, there are but few fo void of all natural 


affection, as to be capable of this greateſt: aeg 


of barbarity. However, this ſhews plainly that | 1 { 
if love tyrannizes ſometimes, it is ſuch a tyrant. 


Heloiſe had a paſſion. ſo ſtrong, that ſhe Was 


on. She was. overjoyed to find herſelf with 
child, and yet. ſhe did her utmoſt. not to be 
„„ 3 = married. 
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this hiſtory, how firm ſhe wasin this reſolution, 


WY ſame mind. 


his d dear Helzj/e ſhould fall into her uncle's 


2a: te. Ha s -T. 0 R v Ws 
6 tharried. Never ſure was ſo odd an e 
as theſe two things made, when put together. 
Nhe firſt) was very extraordinary; and how 


5 be married to a diſagreeable huſband, than live 
is bad enough, and will coſt them dear; but 


band hides the flaws made in their honour? But 
as for Helcs/e, ſne was not ſo nice in this point. 


have more leiſure to perſuade her to. marriage, 
by which they might ſkreen themſelves from 


&. 


many young women in the world would rather 
in a ſtate of reproach? They know 86 remedy 
what ſignifies chat, ſo long-as the name 92 huſ- | 
An exceſs of. paſſion never heard of before, 
made her chuſe to be Abelarg's miſtreſs rather 


than his wiſe. We ſhall ſee 1 in the courſe of 


with what arguments ſhe ſupported i it, and how 
earneſtly ſne perſuaded her £ gallant to be of the 


. Abelard, who was willing to laſe no time, le 
hands, diſguiſed her in the habit of a nun, and 


ſent her away with the greateſt diſpatch, hoping, 
that after ſhe was brought to bed, he ſhould. 


the reproach which muſt otherwiſe come upon 
| them 


2 ” \ 5 * IN > * 4 7 hand 7 
. A + 12s * 
: N * % A+ 2; * 
7 : _ 22 
* 


9 » 7 
S . U - 4 
73 


them, as bons as the duſnefs ond be pab⸗ 3 15 « 'Y 
lickly known, - „ 


V don a8 Hei» „ ſera oh” n her E 
. journey, Abelard reſolved to make Fulbert +: 
"WM vi, in order to appeaſe him, if poſſible, and! 
prevent the ill effects of his juſt indignation. 
6 The news that Heliiſe was privately with- 
drawn ſoon made a great noiſe in the neighbour- 

l hood; and reaching Fulbert 8 ears, filled him 

; ich grief and melanchaly. Beſides, that he 


had a very tender affection for his niece, and 
could not live without her, he had the utmoſt 
reſentment of the affront which Abelart* hat 5 1 | 
put upon him, by abuſing the freedom he had | 
allowed him. This fired him with ſuch impla- £ 
cable fury, as in the end fell heavy upon our * 1 
poor lovers, and had very dreadful conſequences. 
When Fulbert ſaw Abelard, and heard from | 
him the reaſon why Heloiſe was withdrawn, 
ever was man in ſuch a paſſion. He aban- 
. himſelf to the utmoſt diſtractions of rage, 
deſpair, and thirſt of revenge. All the affronts, 
reproaches and menaces that could be thought I 
of, were heaped upon Abelard; who was, poor 
man, very paſſive, and ready to make the ca- 
non all the anne he was able. He gave - 
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1 n us TORY of 
him $2448 to ſay what he pleaſed; and when he 
faw that he had tired himſelf with exclaiming, 


he took up the diſcourſe, and ingenuouſly con- 
ſeſſed his crime. Then he had recourſe to all 


the prayers, ſubmiſſions and promiſſes he could 
invent; and begged of him 5 conſider the ſorce 
| .of love, and what foils this tyrant has gigen to 
the greateſt men: That the occaſion 'of. the E 
preſent misfortunes, was the moſt violent paſ- 
ſion that ever was; that this paſſion continued 
[ 5 ſtill; and that he was ready to give both him 
| | and his niece all the ſatisfaction which this ſort 
pf injury required. Will you marry her then? 


| aid Fullert, interrupting him. Ves, replied 
Abelard, if you pleaſe, and ſhe will conſent. If 
I 1 pleaſe! ſaid the canon, pauſing a little ; if ſhe 
1 | - will conſent! and do you queſtion either | ? Upon 


this he was going to offer him his reaſons, after 
his haſty way, why they ſhould be matried: 
But Abelurd entreated him to ſuppreſs h his paſ- 
F ſion a while, and hear What he had to offer; 
[ which was, that their marriage might for ſome 
q time be kept ſecret. No, ſays the canon; the 
diſnonour you have done my niece is publick, 
and the reparation you make her ſhall be ſo tog 


- Bat lara told him, that ſince they v were to 
| 36 
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he one e family, he hoped he would conſider n F | 
Intereſt as Ins own. At laſt, after a. great ma- 1 


ny entreaties, Fulbert ſeemed content it ſhould 
be as Abelard deſired, that he ſhould marry 


Heloiſe after ſhe was brought to bed; and that 


in, the mean tine the bulineſs ſhould | bowl Rope, | 


ſecret, n 

Abelard, 50 given his  holars a vacati- Frog 
on, returned into Britany, to viſit his deſigned IM 
{pouſe, and to acquaint her with what had paſs- 


ed. She was not at all concerned at her uncle's; | 


diſpleaſure ; but that which troubled. her was, V 
the reſolution which ſhe ſaw her lover had/ ta- 


ken to marry her. She endeavoured to diſ- 5 


ſuade him from it with all the arguments ſh* M 
could think of. She begun with repreſenting. 


to him the wrong he did himſelf in thinking of 4 
marriage ; That as ſhe never loved him but fo 
his own. ſake, ſhe preferred his glory, reputati- | 
on and intereſt before her own. I know my 
uncle, ſaid ſhe, will never be paciged with any 
thing we can do: And what honour ſhall I get 


by being your wiſe,” when at the ſame time F: : I 
certainly. ruin your reputation? What curſe A 1 | 

may I not juſtly-fear, ſhould I rob the world of: i 
__ eminent a Feen as you are? What an in- 
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jury hall 1 do the church | ? How much h ”_ 
_ difoblige the learned! ? And what a ſhame. and 
diſparagement will it be to you whom nature 
has fitted for the publick good, to devote your- 
ſelf entirely to a ' wife ? Remember what St. 
* Paub ſays, art thou logſed from a wife 2 ſeek | 
not a wife. If neither this great man, nor the 
fathers of the church, can make you change 
your reſolution, ee at leaſt what your phi- 
loſdphers ſay of it. Socrates has proved, by 
many arguments, tnt a wiſe man ought not 
to marry. Tully put away his wife Terentia; 8 
and when Hircius offered him his fiſter in rn] 
riage, he told him he deſired to be excuſed, be- 
cauſe he could never bring himſelf to divide his 
thoughts. between. his books and his wife. In 
ſhort, ſaid ſhe, how can the ſtudy of divinity _ 
and philoſophy comport with the cries of chil- 
iy dren, the ſongs of nurſes, and all the hurry of a 
family? What an odd ſight will it be, to ſee 
| bl. maids and ſcholars, deſks and cradles, books 
i 1 and diſtaffs, pens and ſ pindles one among ano- 
ther? Thoſe who are rich are never diſturbed | 
with the care and eharges of houſckeeping. 
But with you ſcholars i it is far otherwiſe, '* He 
; "tht will get an late mul mind the affairs of 
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a the world, and conſequently is taken off 93 
the ſtudy of divinity and philoſophy. D 


who preferred a ſingle life before marriage, and 
Be more careful to maintain the character and 


dignity of a philoſopher. Don't you know that 5 


poſe? You, fancy to yourſelf the enjoyments 
you ſhall have in being bound to me by a bond 


is a thouſand times more glory, honour and 
pleaſure, in keeping firm to a union which love CE. 


| You'll have no value for my love nor favours, Wh 
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the conduct of the wiſe -Pagans in this pole. 


be aſhamed that you cannot come up to them. 


there is no action of life which draws after it ſo ; J | 
ſure and long a repentance, and to ſo little pur- 


which nothing but death can break: But know: 
there is no ſuch thing as ſweet chains; and there 


alone has eſtabliſhed, which is ſupported by 1 
mutual eſteem and merit, and owes its continu=- il 
ance to nothing but the ſatisfaction of ſecing 
cach other free. Shall the laws and cuſtoms. : 
which the groſs and carnal world has invented, 
hold us together more ſurely than the bonds of 
mutual affection? Take my word for i it, you'll” # 
ſee me too often, when you ſee me every day: 1 
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when. they are due to you, 3 pag 5 nao 
care. Perhaps you don't think of all this aß; 
Pieſent; but you'll think = nothing-elſe when 
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it will be too late. I don't take notice what 


5 World nl ſay, to ſee 4 man in your circum- | 
ances ger him a wife, and ſo throw away your 
reputation, your fortune, and your quiet. In 
Mort, continued ſhe, the quality of miſtreſs is 
a hundred times more pleaſing to me, than that f 


| of wiſe, Cuſtom, indeed, has given a dignity 


to this latter name, and we are impoſed upon | 
by it; but Heaven is my witneſs, I had rather 
* be bers miſtreſs, than la wful wife to the A 
emperor of the whole world. I am very ſure 1 
ſha'l always prefer your advantage and ſatisfac- 
x tion before my own honour, and all the reputa- 


| tion, wealth, and enjoyments, which the moſt 7 


ſplendid marriage could bring me. Thus He- 
lolſe argued, and added a great many more rea- 
ſons, which I forbear to relate, leſt l ſhould tire 
my reader. It is enough for him to know, that 


they are chiefly grounded upon her preſerving 


of love to marriage, and liberty to neceſſity. 


We might therefore ſuppoſe that Heloiſe was. 5 


{1 afraid leſt marriage ſhould prove the tomb of 


love. The count ae Buff , who paſſes for the 
1 SL, tranſlator L 


language, But if we examinę thoſe which ſhe· 
writ to Abelard after their ſeparation, and the 


man was ſo diſintereſted. She loved Abelard, 


not an exceſs of love which made Abelard pteſs 


A BK 1 A R b and. H * L.O 1 8: 2. a Eo tl 
tranſlator of ſome of her letters, kt. this, to 
be her meaning, though” cloathed in delicate 


expreſſions ſhe uſes to put him in mind, that he 8 1 
was indebted for the paſſion ſhe had for him 8 


nothing but love itſelf, we muſt allow that ihe” 
had more refined notions, and that never Wo-. 


tis true; but ſhe declares,” it was not his [ex that 0 
ſhe moſt valued in him. | 


Some authors are 67 opinion, chat it was 


Hel iſe to marriage, but only to quiet his con- 


ſcience: But how can any one tell his reaſons . 


5 1 * 
#5: IX 
2 


for marriage, better than he himſelf ? Others 
ſay t, that if Heloiſe did really oppole Abelard's Þ 
defi of macrying her ſo earneſtly, it was nor | 
becaudh ſhe thought better of concubinage than 5 
a married life; but becauſe. her affection and I 
reſpect for her lover, leading her to ſeek' his ho- 
nour and advantage in all things, ſhe was afraid | 
that by marrying him, ſhe ſhould ſtand” be- 
tween him and a een which 15 wit and 


25 Won 
* FORE: Did. 145 99 41 1 ; 4 
* Fran. Abe. 1; 


. wW 


+ tf 


| ARES ee 


2 # 
* 
q 4 
Ly 7 
+ 
2 
5 
J 5 
* 
OE. 
£ x 
l 
{3 © / 
. 
7 FF 
* 
* 
1 
| BS ©: 
* 
9 
4. 2 
* 
X 


4 
1 


I 
TE: 4] 
learning 10 deſerved.” But diene is no _ b 


Kept that, and have had me notwithſtanding, 


thing in her letters, nor in the long account | 
which Abelard has left us of the arguments 
which his miſtreſs uſed to diſſuade him from 
marriage. Theſe are the faults of many authors, 
who put ſuch words in the mouths of perſons, 

as are moſt conformable to their own ideas. It 
is often more advantageous that a woman ſhould 
| leave her lover free for church-dignities, than 
render him incapable of them by marriage. But 
is it juſt cherefore to "ſu ppoſe, that Heloiſe had 
any ſuch motives? There is indeed a known 
| ſtory of a man that was poſſeſſed of a prebend, 
and quitt:d it for a wife. The day after the 
wedding, he ſaid to his bride, my dear, conlider : 
how paſſionately I loved-you, ſince 1 loſt. my 
preferment to marry you. You have done 2 
very fooliſh thing, ſaid ſhe; you might have 


But to return to our lovers. A modern au- 
- hor: who well underſtood human nature, has 
affirmed; That women, by the favours. they 
grant to men, grow the fonder of them ; but on 
the contrary, the men grow more 11 
This is not always true. Abelard was not the 
leſs enamoured with Heloiſe, after ſhe had given 
him the utmoſt pu. of her love; and theit 
| . kunt 

M. de la Bruyere. 
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familiarity was ſo far from having abated his 
b flame, that it ſeems all the eloquence of Hoiſs | 
s could not perſuade Abelard, that he yg. | 
1 himſelf i in thinking to marry her. He admired 
the wit, the Paſſion, and the ingenuity of his 
miſtreſs; but in theſe things he did not come 
ſhort of her: He knew ſo well how to repreſent 
to her the neceſſity of marriage, the diſcourſe 
which he had about it with Pulbert, his rage if 
they declined it, and how dangerous i it might be 
to both of them, that at laſt ſhe conſented to do 
whatever he pleaſed : But fill with an incon-⸗ 
ceivable reluctance, which ſhewed that PR 
yielded for no other reaſon. but the fear 98 = 
bliging him. 

Abelard was willing to be near his miſtreſs. 
till ſhe was brought to bed, which in a ſhort 1 
time ſhe was of a boy. As ſoon as Heloiſe was 2 
fit to go abroad, Abelard carried her to Hu, | 
where they were married in the moſt private a YA 
manner that could be, having no other com- 
pany but Fulbert, and two or three particular 5 4 
friends. However, the wedding quickly came 
to be known. The news of it was already. whif= 
pered about; people ſoon began to talk of it þ 

more openly, till at laſt they mentioned it to e | 
married pair. Fulbert, ho was. leſs concerned 
wo 1 wt +125 


3 J. n 18 r 0 * „ 
= to deep his ward, than to cover the reproach of 
1 his family, took care to ſpread it abroad. But 
4 Heloiſe, who loved Abelard a thouſand times 
better than ſhe did herſelf, and always valued 
her dear doctor's honour above her own, denied 
it with the moſt ſolemn proteſtations, at did. 
all the. could to make the world believe her! 
She conſtantly affirmed, that the; reports of it 
were mere flanders; that Abelard never propo- | 
ſed any ſuch thing ; and if he had, ſhe never 
would have conſented to it. In ſhort, ſhe de- 
nied it ſo conſtantly, and with ſuch earneſtneſs, 
chat ſhe was generally believed. Many people 
chought, and boldly affirmed, that the doctor 8 
enemies had ſpread this flory on purpoſe to leſſen 
his character. This report came to Fulbert's 
ears, who, knowing that Heloi/e was the ſole 
author of it, fell i into ſo outrageous a paſſion at 
her, that after a thouſand reproaches and mena- 
cee, he proceeded to uſe her barbarouſly. But 
1 E - Abelard, who loved her never the worſe for be- 
ing his wiſe, could not ſee this many days with 
i'F | patience. He reſolved therefore to order mat- 
bp ters ſo as to deliver her from this ſtate of perſe- 
cution. To this purpoſe they conſulted toge- 
=. ther what courſe was to be taken; and agreed, 
chat for ſetting them both free, her from the | 
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power and ill humour of her uncle, and him 
| from the perſecuting reports which went about 
of bim, Heloife. ſhould: retire into a pen 5 
where ſhe ſhould take the habit, of a nun, all | 
but the. veil, that lo ſhe might eaſily. come out. _ 
again, when they ſhould. have a more favoura- Bp 
ble opportunity. This deſign was Propoſed, 
pproved, and executed, almoſt at the fame, | N 
time. By this means they effe@ually put 2 Fe 
ſtop to all reports about their marriage. But 
the canon was too dangerous : a perſon to be ad- 
mitted to this conſultation; he would never have J 1 
agreed to their propoſal; nor could he hear * 
it without the utmoſt rage. Twas theh that he 
conceived a new defire of revenge, „ hich he 
purſued till he had executed it in the moſt cru- 0 
el manner imaginable. This retreat of Heloife 
gave him the more ſenſible. affliction, becauſe 
the was ſo far from covering her own reputati- 8 
on, that ſhe compleated his ſhame. He conſi- 
dered it as Abelard's contrivance, and a freſh 2 
inſtance of his perfidious dealing towards him. 1} 
And this reflection put him upon ſtudying how xy | 
to be revenged on them both at one ſtroke; | 
which aiming at the root of the miſchief, 9 
for ever diſable them from offending again. J 


While this 4 was in . the lovers - 
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1 Who were not apt to trouble their heads 16030 
i; what might happen, ſpent their time in the 


BY moſt agreeable manner that could be. Abeland ; 


could not live long without a fight of his dear; 
viſe... He made her frequent viſits in the con- 
vent of Argentuil, to which ſhe was retired. 
The nuns of this abbey enjoyed a very free 
kind of life: The grates and parlours were open 
enough. As for Heloiſe, ſhe had ſuch exce) lent. 

qualifications : as made the good ſiſters very fond 
of her, and extrertel y pleafed that they had 


ſuch an . amiable companion. And as. they 


were not ignorant what reports there were 
abroad, that ſhe was married to the famous 
| Abelard (tho' ſhe denied it to the laſt) the moſt | 
5 diſcerning among them, obſerving the frequent. | 
viſits of the doctor, eaſily imagined that ſhe had 


3 reaſons for keeping herſelf private, and ſo they 
"BY took her caſe into conſideration, and experi 


a wonderful compaſſion for her misfortunes. 

Some of them, whom Heloiſe loved above the 1 

1 and in whom ſhe put great confidence, 
were not a little aiding and aſſiſting in the pri- 

vate interviews which ſhe had with Abelard, and | 

in giving him opportunities to enter the con- 

vent The amorous doctor made the beſt uſe 


of every thing: The habit which Telalfy wore, ; 
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the place where he was to ſee her, the 1 times and 
ſeaſons proper for his viſit; the eee 
which muſt be uſed to facilitate his entrance, 
and carry him undiſcovered to Heloiſes cham- 
ber; the difficulties they met with, the reaſons 
they had for not letting it be known who they 
were; and the fear they were in of being taken 
together ; All this gave their amours an air of 
novelty, and-added to their lawful embraces all 
the taſte of ſtolen delights. 

"Theſe exceſſes had then their Gant but in 
the end had fatal conſequences: The furious 
canon perſiſting i in his. deſign of being revenged 
on Abelard, notwithſtanding his marriage with 
his niece, found means to corrupt a domeſtie of 
the unfortunate doctor, who gave admittance 
into his maſter's chamber to ſome aſſaſſins hired 
by Fulbert, who ſeized him in his fleep, and 
cruelly deprived him of his manhood, but not 
his life. The ſervant and his accomplices.fled 
for it; the wretched” Abelard raiſed ſuch terrible 

outcrichs that the people in the houſe and the 
neighbours being alarmed, haſtened to him, 
and gave him ſuch ſpeedy aſſiſtance, that be. 
was ſoon out of à condition of fearing death. I 

The news of this accident made a great a 5 3 
| and its ſi ingulatity raiſed the FATS of abun- * I 
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paſs unpuniſhed ; the traiterous ſervant and one 


36 the S r OR Y of 
dance of perſons, who came the next day, as in 
proceſſion, to ſe, to lament and comfort kim, | 
His ſcholars loudly bewailed his misfortune, 
and the women diſtinguiſhed themſelves upon 
this occaſion; by extraordinary marks of ten- 
derneſs, and tis probable, among the. great 
number of ladies who pitied Abelard, there were Il © 
ſome with whom he had been very intimate: 
For his philoſophy did not make him ſcrupu- 
lous enough to eſtcem every ſmall infidelity a 
crime, when it did not leſſen his conſtant love of 
Heloiſe. 

This action of F albert was too — to 


of the aſſaſſins were ſeized, and condemned to 
loſe their eyes, and to ſaſfer what they done to 
Abelard. But PFalbert denying he had any , 


ſhare in the action, faved himſelf from the pu. 


niſhment, with the loſs only of his benifices by 
This ſentence did not ſatisfy Abelard ; he made . 
his complaint to no purpoſe to the biſhop and : 
canons; and if he had made a remonſtrance at - 


Nome, Where he once had a deſign of” carrying 
the matter, tis Probable he would have had no 
better ſucceſs. It requires too much money to 


gain a cauſe there. One  Foulques, prior of 


Deuil, an intimate ir end of Abelard, wrote 
| | 80 


f 


n 8 . WO . TY 4 * a ads Ay NES "Oy 
a - : 2 „ * 2 ; AY * * 1: yp bi 7 "0" Nu 7 14 ws 
- 2 0. fa a * ws . 4A "Wy $ wo > Y 2 W's. 5 * Ga "of <5 4 4 * 
\ z 9 * \ 1 EY * 4 Wo _ * « 
* „1 
* n ; : 
Fu - 0 


A BELARD ad Hz LON s5'x. | . TH 
thus to him upon the occaſion of his Tſe” 
tune. If + you appeal to the Pope, without bring- 5 
ing an immenſe Jum of money, it will be uſeleſs; 
nothing can | ſatisfy. the infinite auarice and jun- 
ury of the Romans. by + queſtion if. you . have 
99771 for fuch an undertaking ; ; and if you at- 
tempt it nothing well perhaps. remain but. the © 
vexation of having flung away / much, money. 
They who go 60 Rome without large Jums 1% ; 
ſquander away, will return juſt. as they went, 
the expence of their journey only excepted. © But 
ſince I am upon Foulgues's 8 letter, which is too 
extraordinary | to be paſſed « over in ſilence, I hall ; 
give the reader ſome reflections which may make . 
him amends for the trouble of a new-digreſſion.” 
This friend of Abelard lays before him many 
advantages which might be drawn from his 
misfortune. He tells him, his extraordinary _ 
talents, ſubtilty, eloquence: and learning, had 
drawn from all. parts an incredible number of 
auditors, and ſo filled him with exceſſive vani- 
| BE Hints gently. at another time, which con- | 
iibuted not alittle towards making him proud: 
namely, that the women continually followed 
him, and gloried in n drawing him into their 
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dus letter is extant in Latin in tt: works. 
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bares The imisfortune- therefore would. cute 


** 


8 "of women which had ied vim. even to io 
"gence, though his profeſſion g got him a large re- 
venue; and now he would never ee 
himſelf by bis gallantries. ST | 1 
© Heliiſe herſelf i in ſome paſſages G he letten 
2 ſays, that there was neither maid nor wife®, 
who in Abelard's abſence did not form defires 
for him, and in his preſence was not inflamed” 
with love That queens themſelves, and ladies 
of the firſt quality, envied the pleaſures ſhe en- 
joyed with him. But we are not to take theſe 
words of Heloife i in a ſtrict ſenſe; becauſe as the Il | 
loved Abelard to madneſs, ſo ſhe imagined \ 
every one elſe did. Beſides that, report to be 
ſure hath added to the truth. It is not at all 
probable that a man of Abelard's ſenſe, and Wt: 
who according 0 all appearance paſſionately ſe 
loved his wife, ſhould not be able to contain My 
bimſelf in ſome bounds, but ſhould ſquander en 
away all his money upon miſtreſſes, even to ti 
; I 15 the not reſerving what was ſufficient to provide 


bor his neceſſities. Foulques owns chat he ſpeaks: 
IP ICT ESL. = he bo only! 


« „Qu conjugats, quæ virgo non concupiſcebat aller. 
tem, & non exardeſcebat in preſentem 2 | Quæ regina, de 
">; ee yo gaudils weis non invidebat vel thalams 
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only upon hearſay, and in that, v debe © en- 
vy and Jealouſy had their part. . 
1 Voulgues tells him beſides, "that the amputs- 
tion Or @ part of his body, of which he. made 
ſuch ill uſe, would. ſuppreſs at. the ſame time a 
great many troubleſome paſſions, and procure 
him the liberty of reflecting on himſelf, 1 
of being hurried to and fro by his paſſions; his 
meditations would be no more interrupted be 
the emotions of the fleſh; and therefore he would 
be more ſucceſsful'in diſcovering. the ſecrets of 
nature, He reckons i it as a great advantage to 
him, that he would no more be the terrbt of 
huſbands, and might now lodge any. where 
without being ſuſpected. And forgets not to 
acquaint him, that he might converſe with 1 
fineſt women, without any fear of thoſe temp⸗ 


ſelf, upon the ſight of ſuch objects. And laſt. 


empt from the illuſions of ſleep ; which n 
tion according to him, is a peculiar bleſling. 

It was with reaſon that Foulgues. reckons al 
theſe as advantages very, extraordinary in the 
life of an eccleſiaſtic ; tis eaſy to obſerve. ahi. 
e perſon who devotes himſelf. to continence, 
Fel nothing can be more. dere than to de infeaſi- 
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tations which ſometimes overpower even age it- 
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ble to beauty and love; for the y "who a 
maintain their chaſtity, but by continual corn? 
| bats, are very unhappy : The life of ſuch per- 
ſons is uneaſy, their ſtate always doubtful, 
They but too much feel the trouble of. their 
. "warkare, and if they come off victorious i in an 
5 engagement, tis often with a. great many 
wounds. F ven ſuch of them as in a retired life | 
are at the greateſt diſtance from temptations, 
. by continually ſtruggling with their inclinations, 

Ss wut ſerting barriers againſt the 1 irruptions of the 
fleſh, are in a miſerable condition. Their en- 
trenchments are often forced; and their conſci- 
ence filled wich ſorrow and anxiety. What 
progreſs might one rnake in the ways of virtue, | 
who is not obliged to fight an enemy for every ; 

foot of ground? Had Abelard's misfortune A 

made him faded ſuch as F gulques ſu ppoſed, weW - 

ſhould ſee him i in his letters expreſs his motives t 

of r. fort with a better grave. But though he , 

now was in a condition not able to ſatisfy a pal. en 

ſion by which he had ſuffered ſo much, yet was te 
he not inſenſible at the ſight of thoſe object cc 

which once gave him fo much pleaſure, This i m. 
diſcourſe therefore of Foulgues, far from com- T 
forting Abe lard in his affliction, ſeems capable of 
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riſking ie Abelard aid! not t take it 180 Tg TY 
he rather inſulted him, 15 conſequently relene- | 
. EE Wig 85 Fes 805 98 15 ED IX 
As t to „ st. 0 informs us. of the 5 
adyantage Foulques tells his friend he had gain- 1 ö 
ed. St. Auſtin implores the grace of God “ 
deliver him from this ſort of weakneſs, and . 1 
ſays he gave. conſent to thoſe things in his ſleep ” -M 
which he ſhould abominate” awake, and N 1 
exceedingly ſo great a remaining weakneſs. 1M 
But let us go on with: this charitable cen _ 
letter; it hath too near a relation to this hiſtory, = 
to leave any part of it untouched. Matrimo- 
nial functions (continues? Poulques) and the 
cares of a family, will not now hinder your ap- = 
Wl plication to pleaſe God, And what. a happineſs - W 
ss it, not to be in a capacity of finning ? And 
then he brings the examples of St. Origen, and : I 
other martyrs, . who rejoice now in Heaven, for - W 
their being upon earth in the condition that —_ | 
Abelard laments; as if the impoſlibiliyyof/ com- M 
mitting A fin could ſecure 9 any one from def ring 1 i 
to do it, But one of his greateſt motives of 
comfort, and one u pon which he inſiſts the 
moſt is, becauſe his misfortune. i 1s irreparable. 
This is indeed true in fact, but the conſequence 
of his reaſoning is not fo < certain z| [a not 
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yourſelf (ſays he) becauſe your eee 16 7 
ub a nature as is never to be repaired. 

It muſt be owned that the general 1 8 of f 
| conſolation have two faces, and may therefore | 
be conſidered very differently, even ſo as to ſeem 
arguments for ſorrow. As for inſtance, one 
might argue very juſtly, that a mother ſhould 
not yield too much to grief upon the loſs of a 
ſon, becauſe her tears are unayailable; and 
though ſhe ſhould Kill herſelf with ſorrow, ſhe 
can never by theſe means bring her ſon to life. 
Yet this very thing, that all ſhe can do is uſe- 
leſs, is the main occaſion of her grief; ſhe could 
bear it patiently, could ſhe any way retrieve her | 
| loſs. When Solon lamented the death of his 
| fon, and ſome friend, by way of comfort, told 
him, his tears were inſignificant, That, ſaid he, 
15 5 the very reaſon why 1 weep. I 

But Foulques argues much better afterwards; 
is ſays, Abelard did not ſuffer this in the com- 
miſſion of any ill act, but ſleeping peaceably 1 in 
his bed. That is, he was not caught in any 
open fact, ſuch as has coſt others the like loſs. 
This is. indeed a much better topick than the | 
former, though it muſt be allowed that Abelard 
had draun tits misfortune. on himſelf by. a, 

Tk | crime 


5 Dio Laert. 
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crime. as bad as adultery ; yet the Fault was 
over, and he Had made all the reparation which 
was in his power, and when. they maimed bim 5 
he thought no harm to any body. „ 
Abelard's friend makes uſe likew iſe of other mn 
conſolatory reaſons i in his letter, and repreſents 
to him, after a very moving manner, the part 70 
which the biſhop and canon, and all the eccle=- 
ſiaſticks of Paris, took 1 in his diſgrace, and the 
mourning there was among The e 
and eſpecially the women upon this oceaſion, 
But in this article of conſolation, how comes * 
to paſs that ſie makes no mention of W 7 
This ought not to appear ſtrange; ſhe was the 
injured, and therefore queſtionleſs her forrows 
were ſufficiently known to him, and it would 
be no news to tell the huſband that his wife was 
in the utmoſt affliction for him. For as wo 
lately obſerved before, though ſne was in a con 
vent, ſhe had not renounced her huſband, as 
thoſe frequent viſits he made her were not few 
in reading homilies. But let us make Can end. nl 
of our reflections on Foulques' 8 curious Jeet 
Foulques, after adviſing Abelard not to. think of 
carrying the matter before the Pope. | by: aſſur- , OY 
ing him that it required too great e pence . to 
obtat in any laliskaction at chat court, - enen 


0 
: % * 
K o 5 
= a 8 
wa „ * A % x „. f pad : 
1 * F F * rr "Wh 5 
0 —— wy, W169 Cat es . . 8 —— 1 . 
4 K H by * e 1 b . 
* J 4 *, ps ene 44 8 W 
— 


——6＋ꝙ“—&11ñ5!ñ3B 
. 


40" a SI va 4 
3 
„ 


— — 


* 5 2 
* 
> ic «6 = 8 18 8 * 0 
n — onto 1 wo 
— = a aw ” 9” Be »- © 648 ALA — 
LEES — * 


2 * 8 N 8 
* 
9 —— 


| | vm "Ul The H 13 8 T 0 R *. "of i: 1 
all with this laff motive of conſolation, FOR the 
| imagined happineſs he had loſt was always ac- 
| companied with abundance of vexation; but if 
he perſevered i in his ſpirit of reſignation, he 
would without doubt at the laſt day obtain chat | 
Juſtice, he had now failed of. *Tis: great. pity 
we have not Abelard's anſwer to this delicate 
letter, the matter then would look like one of 
Jens dialogues with his friends. Abelard would 
generally have enough to reply, and Poulques | 
_ would often be but a ſorry comforter. Howe- 
ver, it is certain that this letter was of ſome 
weight with Abelard, for we find afterwards he 
never thought of making Aa voyage to Rome. ; 
| Reſolved to bear his c: calamity patiently, he left | 
to God the avenging of the cruel and ſharneful | 
abuſe he had ſuffered.” * - - 
But let us return to Heloiſe. "Tis probable 
Jaw friends of the convent of Argenteuil con. 
cealed ſo heavy a misfortune from her for ſome 
time; but at laſt ſhe heard the fatal news: 
Though the rage and fury of her uncle threat- 
| ened her long ſince with ſome puniſhment, yet 
| N bom ſhe never ſuſpe& any thing of this na- 
N It will be ſaying too little to tell the 
4 5 70 ſhe felt all the ſhame and ſorrow that is 
Y | poſſible, / She NN can expreſs thoſe violent 
. . emotions 
5 h | | 
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emotions. of her foul ny fo fevers an ee rf = 
ſion. FF 
Ma all probability. this e & Helis, 5 = 
would have been a thorough cure of her paſs. Hl 
fon, if we might arg ue from like caſes: But 25 
mere is no rule ſo general as not to admit of Fe 
ſome exceptions; and Heloiſe s love upon this 

{vere trial proved like Queen S:ratonice's, who. | 
was not leſs paſſionate for her favourite Com- 

babus, when ſhe diſcovered his Mo ors than 8 
ſhe had been before. VVV 


Shame and ſorrow tad no eſs fa 1 Abe- ; 
lard than Heloiſe, nor dared he ever after ap- | 
pear in the world. So that he reſolved, imme- 5 
diately upon his cure, to baniſh Mine from 
the ſight of men, and hide bimſelf i in the dark- 
nefs of a monaſtick life; avoiding. all conver- 9 
ation with any Kind of perſons, excepting his bl 
dear Heloife, by whoſe company he endea= WM 
voured to comfort. himſelf, But ſhe at laſt re- 
ſolved to follow kis example, and continue N 
ever in the convent of Argenteuil, where. ſne 
was. Abelard himſelf confeſſes that ſhame; ” | 
rather than devotion had made him take che 
habit of a monk; and that it was Jealouſy more. 
an love, which really. engaged. him to per- 
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TA will inform us after what manner and with 
what reſolution they ſeparated. Heloiſe, i in the 
twenty-ſecond year of her age, generouſly quit- 


; ſhe might reaſonably have promiſed herſelf; 
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„ Th HISTORY 
ſuade Heloiſe to be profeſſed before he had mad] 


1 
4 
2 

7 


no otherways n. dy 


. to him, he now entertained thoughts of ambi- 
tion, and of ſupporting the. reputation he had 
; gained of the moſt learned man of the age. 
He began with explaining the acts of the apeſtle 
to the monks of the monaſtery of St. Dennis, 


F 
bs RE, 


* 


his vow. . The letters which follow this ; hiſtory | 


ted the world, and renounced all thoſe pleaſures 


to ſacrifice herſelf entirely to the fidelity and 
obedience ſhe owed her huſband, and to pro- 
cure him that eaſe of mind which he ſaid he IF 


Time making Abelard's misfortune Eu 


to which he had retired; but the diſorders of 
the Abbey, and the 8 of the abbot, 
Which, equally with his dignity, were ſuperior 
to thoſe of the ſimple monks, quickly drove 
bim thence. He had made himſelf unealy | to 
them, by cenſuring their irregularity. They 
were glad to part mon him, and he to. Teajr 

them. L 
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As ſoon as he had obtained leave of the a * 
bot, he retired to Thibaud in Champaign, where 


he ſet up a ſchool z perſuading himſelf that his 
reputation would bring him a great number of 


ſcholars. And indeed they flocked to him not 4 
only from the moſt diſtant provinces of Francr, 


but alſo © from Rome, Spain, England and: by 1 
Cermany, in ſuch numbers, that the towus 


could not provide accommodations, nor the 3 


country proviſk ions enough for them“. But 


Abelard did not foreſee, that this ſucceſs and 1 
reputation would at the fame. time occaſion him 
new troubles. He had made himſelf two con- wo 


ſiderable enemies at Leon, Alberic of Rheims, py 
and Lotulf of Lombardy, who, as ſoon as they YN 
perceived how prejudicial his reputation was to i 
their ſchools, ſought all occaſions to ruin him; 3 


and thought they had a lucky handle to do ſo 1 


from a book of his entitled, Fh he Myſtery of the 
Trinity ; this they pretended was heretical, and 
through the atchbiſhop' s means they procuted 2 
a council at Sorfſons in the Year 1121; and 4 
without ſuffering Abelard to make any defence, 
ordered his Wa to be burnt by his own hands, = 
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ut nec locus hoſpitiis, nec terra fuffoeret ae 5 Abel. 1 
Oper, p. . þ * 
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St. Medard. This ſentence gave him ſuch 


grief, that he ſays himſelf the unhappy fate of 
han 
the misfortune he had fuffered through Ful. 
| Nor was it only his fatherly 
concern for his own productions, but the inde- 
lible mark of hereſy, which by this means was | 
fixed on hm, which ſo exceedingly tourney | 


his. writings touched - him more ſenfibly 


bers 8 means. 


bim. i yy | 2 2 


That the curious reader may his a com- 
pleat knowledge of this matter, I ſhall here 
give an account of that pretended hereſy which , 
was imputed to Abelard. The occaſion of his | 
no writing this book was, that his ſcholats de- 
manded philoſophical arguments on that ſub- | 
. lieve what was not underſtood ; 
abuſe the world to preach a doctrine, equally | 


; often urging that it was impoſſible to be- 


unintelligible tothe ſpeaker and auditor; and 


that it was for tbe blind to lead the blind. 
- Theſe young men were certainly inclined. ta 


Sabelliniſm. Abelard's enemies however did 


not accuſe him of fallin 8 into this, but another 


hereſy 
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that it was to 
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hereſy as ba Frirbelſu, th ugh ine eed he ns — 
: ns free” from both; he explained the unity Tt 


by 0 con ypariſons- drawn 1 | 


1} 

no things, but accor ing to a paſſage of 1 
| 

| 

j 

| 


St. Bernard“, one of bis oh plows enemies,” ws  . 
ſeemed to hold t ought | te ve 
what he cone not give a reason for. How Ne 
ever, Abelard's treatiſe upon this be bat, 5 
ed every one except thoke of his own profeſſon, 5 
who, ſtung with envy that he ſhould man our! a 
explanations which they could not have thought 
of, raiſed ſuch a cry of hereſy upon Gil a 
he and ſome: of his ſcholars had: like to have 
been ſtoned t by the mob. By their power 4 
ful cabals they prevailed with Conan: biſhop: of * 
Preneſte, the Pope's legate, Who was eben = 
of the council, to condemn his book, pretend: 
ing, that he aſſerted three gos, which they 1 
might eaſily ſuggeſt, when he was: ſuffered to: 
make no defence. Tis certain he was very 
orthodox in the doctrine of the Tunity; and“ 
all this proceſs Oy hin! gen. occalioneds 1 
FH > '& © {44.2008 Be Hh 
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t Ita me in clero & populo diffamaverunt,-ut pense me- | 
populos paucoſque qui advenerant ex _diicipulis: noſtnis. 
prima die noſtri adventus lapidarent';. dicentes me tres- 
deos prædicare & N cut ipſis pr; Furs, 3 
tri. M. N 1 
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| rather the three Rs perſons one, . a mul- - 
tiplied the divine nature into three. His. com- 

pariſon is, that as the three prepoſitions * in 4 

fyllogiſm are but one truth, ſo the Father, Son, 
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and Holy Ghoſt, are but one eſſence; and tis 


Cĩeerrtain the inconveniencies which may be drawn 
from this parallel are not more than what may 


be drawn from the compariſon: Of the three 


dimenſions of ſolids, ſo much inſiſted on by the 
famous orthodox mathematician, Dr. Wallis of 
Enęland. But great numbers of pious and 
learned divines, who have not been over- ſubtle 

in politicks, have been perſecuted and con- 
demned as well as Abelard, by the ignorahies 


and malice of their brethren. 
A little after his condemnation, 47 was 


ordered to return to St. Dennis. The liberty 


he had taken to cenſure the vicious lives of the 


monks had raiſed him a great many enemies. : 


E Among. theſe was St. Bernard, not upon the 
'Y lame motives as thoſe monks, but becauſe Abe- 


 lard's ent wit; Joined with ſo looſe and ſenſual | 
2 lie 


bY 


Sicut eadem oratio _ propolitia, «Tumptio & con- 
clu ſio, ita eadem eſſentia eſt Pater, Filius, & Spry 


* banding, Abel, 0 7. an. 15 55 : 1 
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a life gave him jealouſy, who thought! it 8 1 
ſible the heart ſhould be defiled n the 7 
head being likewiſexainted. q. 
Scarce had he returned to St: Det when 
one day he droppec ſome words, i intimating he 
did not believe chat the St. Dennis, their pa- 
tron, was the Areopagite mentioned in the ſcrip- 
ture, there being no probability that he ever 
was in France. This was- immediately carried _ 
to the abbot, who was full of Joy, that he had 
now a handle to heighten the accuſations of hes 
rely againſt him with ſome crime againſt'the 
ſtate; a method frequently uſed by this ſbrt of } 
gentlemen \to make ſure of their revenge. n 
thoſe times too the contradicting the notions of 
the monks was enough to prove a man an athe-„ 
iſt, heretic, rebel, or any thing : Learning oo | 
fied nothing. If any one of a clearer head and 
larger capacity had the misfortune to be ſuſ- 
pected of novelty, there was no way to avoid | 
the general perſecution of the Monks, but vo- 
luntarily baniſhing himſelf. The abbot. i ame! 0 4 
diately aſſembled all the houſe, aud declared he 
would deliver up to the ſecular power a perſon 
who had dared to reflect upon the hotour 7 
the kingdom and of the crown. Adult very 
rightly Judged. that ſuch e throgtaings were lot 
20: 
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to be Xlpiſed;) fed 155 | night to Oumpuigu, to 
a cloyſter of the monks of Froies, and there pa- 
tiently waited till the ſtorm ſhould be over. 
After the death of this abbot, which, very lucki- | 
ly for him, happened ſoon after his flight,” he 
obtained leave to live where he pleaſed, tho: ugh ; 
it was not without uſing ſome cunning. He 
knew the monks of ſo rich a houſe had fallen 5 
into ſo great exceſſes, and were very obnoxious | 
to the court, who would not fail to make their 
profit of it: He therefore procured it ſnould be 
repreſented to his council, as very diſadvanta- 
geous to his majeſty” s intereſt, that a perſon | 
who was continually. cenſuring the lives of his 
brethren ſhould continue any longer with them. 
This was immediately underſtood, and orders P 
given to ſome great men at court to demand 
of the abbot and monks, why they kept a per- E 
-ſon i in their houſe whofe conduct was ſo diſa- | 
NO to them, and far from being an orna- | de 
ment to the ſociety, was a continual vexation, 0 
by publiſhing their faults? This being very op- a 
portunely moved to the new abbot, he gave lit 
Abelard leave to retire to what cloy lter he I fo 
| Pleaſed, . W's 
i” Abelard, who had indeed all the qualide = 
$ which m ke a . man, could not 1 m. 
. 1 
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bear, withi | t gepining, the numerous misfor- 9 9 
tunes with which he ſaw himſelf embarraſs'd; 
and had: frequent thought 1g 2 
nifeſto to juſtify himſelf from the ſcandalous - 
imputations his enernies had laid upon him, and 1 
to undeceive thoſe whom their malice had pr 
judiced againſt him. But upon cooler thougit, 
he determined that it was better to ſay nothing, 
and to ſhew them by his ſilence how unworthy 
he thought them of his anger. Thus being ra- _— 
ther enraged than troubled at the injuries he — 
had ſuffered, he teſolved to found a new ſoci- 
ety conſiſting chiefly of monks. To this pur- 
poſe he choſe a ſolitude in the dioceſes of Troies, 
and upon ſome. ground which was given by 
permiſſion of the biſhop, he: built a little houſe, 
and a chapel, which 1 he echoed to men wail 
Holy Trinity. a et 
Men of e ie were the e amd the: 
defire of ſcience was beginning to ſpread” itſelf. 
Our exile was. enquired after and found, ſcho- 
lars crowded to him from all parts: They built 4 
little huts, and were very liberal to their maſter 
for his lectures; content to live on herbs and 1 | 
roots and water, that they might have the ad- 77 I | 
vantage of learning from ſo extraordinary 1 
* and with ney: zeal they enlarged the 4 
| Fees a i 


them with one; they gave, out that this n. 


6 

Y | © 
to the Holy Ghoſt, than to God the Father: U 

. 


| " bers of people, whom his enemies employed on i ©: 
all ſides. But the perſecution grew more: tet i 0, 


34 . 1 13 1 rio R Lari 1 
Cha pel, building that and ier profeſſors — 


With wood- and ſtone. "fo actyd Ar 


. Upon this Ae Abelard, to dne 
ben of the comfort he had received in ti 
deſart, dedicated his new- built chapel to the 
Holy. Ghoſt, by the name of the Paraclete dt 


4 comforter. The envy of Alberit and Lora, 


which had long ſince perſecuted him, Was 
ſtrangely revived, upon ſering ſo many ſcholars | 
flock to him from all parts, notwithſtanding the 
+ inconvenience of the place, and in contempt” of | 


1 the maſters who. might. ſo men 1 | 


been found in the towns and cities. 
They now more than ever ought Occ: ſom 
to trouble him; the name of Paraclete farniſhel 


was a conſequence of his former. hereſy,” and 
that it was no more lawful to dedicate churches 


That this title was a ſubtle art of inſtilling that 
poiſon which he durſt not ſpread openly; and r. 
** conſequence of his heretical en” which 
had been condemned already by a coundil. 

This report raiſed a great clamour among num- Wl ;. 


ble when St. Bernard and St. Norbert declared, 


* * * 
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80 him, two 
ſpirit of reformation, and Wh declared them- 


ſelves reſtorers of the primitive diſcipline, 2 


had wonderfully. gained upon the affections of - 


the populace. . They ſpread ſuch ſcandal a 


him, that they prejudiced his principal Lo 


and forced thoſe who {till loved him not to neu 
it any ways; and upon theſe aceounts, made his 


great zealots; fired uk * 


life ſo bitter to him that he was upon the point 


of leaving Chriftendom*. But his unhappineſs - 1 
procured his eaſe; but made him ſtill continue 
with chriſtians, and with monks (as hit *. 


preſſes it) worſe than Heathens+. a+ 


The Duke of Brizany, informed 4 1 mis- 
fortunes, and of the barbarity of his enemies, 


named him to the abbey of St. Gildas in the di- 


oceſe of Vannes, at the deſire of the monks, MY 


who had already elected him for their ſuperior. 


Here he thought he had found a refuge from'the ; i 
"ae, of his ned, but! in reality he had only* _ 4 
e changed = 


— 
—ů— 


i Szpe a autem (Deus beit) in tanta 1 fins RY 
rationem ut Chriſtianorum finibus exceſſis, ad Geates, tran- 


lire diſponerem, atque ibi quietè ſab quacumque tribmt 


pactione inter inimicos Chriſti chriſtians. Livere, el. 
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+ Incedi in Cbrisiasos atque Monachos Ges -ibus longs 
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r one trouble for another. The profi. 
gate lives of the monks, and the are | 
a lord, ho had deprived them of the greater | 
part -of their revenues, ſo that they were-obli> | 
ged to maintain their. miſtreſſes and children at 
their own private ex pence, occaſioned: him 4 
thouſand vexations and dangers. They ſeve⸗ 
ral times endeavoured to poiſon him in his or. 
aun diet, but proving unſucceſsful chat way, 
_ they tried to do it in the Holy Sacrament. Ex- 
commu nications, with which he threatened: the | 
moſt mutinous, did not at all abate the diſor- 
der; he now feared the ponia rd more than poi- 
ſon, and com pared his caſe to his whom the ty» 
rant of Syracuſe cauſed to be ſeated at his table, 
with a ſword hanging over. an faſtened "_y | 
by a thread. ” 

- Whilſt Abelard hide luffered in hi is ie oy 
1 mop ks; the nuns of Arg entuil, of whom 
"Be was prioreſs, grew ſo licentions, that 
Sugger abbot of Dennis taking advantage of 
their irregularities, got poſſeſſion of their mo- 
| naſtery. He fent the original writings to Rome, 
and having obtained the anſwer he deſired, he 


expelled the nuns, and cſtablithed i in a the 8 ; 
monks of his order. W 


4 * of 1 BA WY e 
gSoeme cenſorious . upon wk 


paſlage will be apt to entertain gin ſaſpici- j f 


ons of Heloiſe - and judge it-probable that a 80. 
vernor does not beha e well, when diſſoluteneſs 
is Kno to reign in the ſociety. T have never 
read that ſhe was included by name in the ge. 
neral ſcandal cf the ſociety, and therefore am 
cautious not to bring any accuſations againſt 
Our Saviour ſays, No one hath condemned 
5 neither do I condemn t be. 
Heloiſe, at her departure from the ce convent * 
Argentuil, applied to her huſband ; who, y 
permiſſion of the Biſhop of Tre ies, gave ner ne 
houſe and chapel of the Paraclete, with its ap- Ki 
pendages; and placing there ſome nuns, 
ſounded a nunnery. Pope Innocent I. con- 
firmed this donation in the Year 1131. This 
is the origin of the abbey of the Paraclete,' of 
which Heloiſe was the firſt abbeſs. Whatever 
her conduct was among the licentious nuns: of 
drgentuil, tis certain ſhe lived ſo regular in 
this her new and laſt retreat, and behaved her- 
ſelf with that prudence, zeal and piety, that Hg. 
won the hearts of all- the world, and: in A ſmall 
time had abundance of. donations. Abelard 
bimſelf ſays, ſhe had more in one year than be 
could have expe Milos al his hie, had he lived 
„ there. 
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. and thou gh he Ny confuted this caluin#y, 


The biſhops) vat tins as chende c ala! 
- this abbeſſes as their ſiſter, and the world at 
their mother: It muſt be owned ſome wome 
have had wonderful talents for excitin 8 chil 
tian charity. The abbeſſes' \ ſuce | 
 Heliiſe have often been of the preateſt familie 
in the kingdom. T here is 4 liſt of them in the 
notes of Andre au Chene upon  Abelard's 
works, from the time of the foundation in 
1130, to 1615, but he has not thought fit to 
take notice of Jane Cabot, who died the 2 5h of 
Fune 1593, and profeſſed the proteſtant religion, 
yet without marrying or quitting her abi 
_ though ſhe was driven from her abbey, 
Aſter Abelard had ſettled Heloiſe hens, he 


50 frequent journies from Britany to Chum. 
paign, to take care of the intereſt of this riſing 


houſe, and to eaſe himſelf from the vexations 
of his own abbey. But flander ſo perpetually 
followed this unhappy man, chat though "his: 
preſent condition was univerſally knoun, he 
Was reproached with a remaining voluptuout 
paſſion for his former miſtreſs. He cor pig 
of his hard uſage in one'of his letters but/com 

forts himſelf by the example of St. Jerom. t 
friendſhip with Paula occaſioned ſcandal too, 


5 1 
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lard did not think himſelf ſafe with her, is his 


eſtabliſhing this new nunnery, and in order- 


Go po” a ‚·o· ww 22 


he was diligent i in perſuading. her by frequent 


be took his laſt leave of her, and returned 


friends to comfort him under ſome difgraces] 


? A i 


P \ * ” : * s = x " : * * J - 
— % * 0 A 3 bd . I : * * 4 2 i ” I 0 , 1 1 £ : 7 c - * 45 « 
"43 3 * 3 ' * * 5 


4 1 * * L AR » and. Hi 1 1 0 1 5 . ET = 4 


by remarking chat even the moſt Jealous 
commit their wives to the e iftody , of 1 0 
nuchs. 5 Fd OR WL PO i fn he 


The thing which gives. the W 0 2 
to ſuſpect Heloiſe's prudence, and that Ab 
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making a reſolution to ſeparate himſelf for 
ever from her. During his being employed in 
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ing their affairs) as well temporal as i piritual, 


— — ADC — 4 


and pious admoniti tions to ſuch a ſeparation; 
and inſiſted that in order to make their reline- 
ment and penitence more profitable, it was 
abſolutely neceſſary they ſhould ſeriouſſiy en- 5 
deavour to forget each other, and for the fa- 
ture think on nothing but God. When he 
had given her directions for her own conduct, 1 
and rules for the management of the nuns, 
to his abbey in Briiany, where he continued a 
long time > without her e any mention of | 
him. . 9 8 e 


By chance a beiter 58 wrote to one . ls 


wherein he had given him a long account 'of 
all the PO he himſelf had fuffered, _ 
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W fell into Helolſz 8 hands. She knew by , | 
5 ſuperſeription from em it came, and her] 
curioſity made her open it: The reading the 
5 particulars' of a ſtory ſhe was ſo much con- 
cerned in, renewed. all her patlion, and the! 
hence took an occaſion to write to him, co 
| plaining of his long ſilence. Abelard could 
not forbear anſ wering her; this occaſioned the 
ſeveral letters: between them Which follow this 
"Ow? ; and in theſe we may obſerve how high? 

a woman is capable of raiſi ing the ſentiments] 
of her heart, when poſſeſſed of a great deal of 

wit ne ing, as. wn. as a moſt wn 
5 ſhall not tire the des wah. any. V Wit 
. on the letters of thoſe two lovers, 
but leave them entirely to his own Judgment; 

| only remarking, that he ought not to be ſur-} 
prized to find Heloi/e's more tender, paſſonate, 
and expreſſive than thoſe of Abelard: She was} 
Vounger, and conſequently more ardent than 
he. The fad condition he was in had not al- 
tered her love; Beſides, ſhe retired only. in 
complaiſance to a man ſhe blindly. yielded to; 
and reſolved to preſerve her fidelity inviglable, 
dhe ſtrove to conquer her deſires, and make a 


virtue of neceſity. But the weaknels: of her 
. 8 ſer 
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ſex continually. returned, and the felt- the ow 
of love in ſpite of all reſiſtance. It Was not che 
ſame with Abelard; for though it was a. miſ> 
take to think, that by not being 1 in A condition 
of ſatisfying his paſſion, he was as Heloife | ima- 
ined, wholly delivered from the thorn. of ſen- 
ſuality ; yet he was truly ſorry, for the diſorders 
of his paſt life, he was ſincerely penitent, and 


ate than thoſe of Helolſe. 43 

About ten years after Abelard had: retires © 
to his abbey, where ſtudy was his chief buſt | 
neſs, his enemies Who had reſolved to perſeoute | 
him to the laſt, were careful not to let him 
enjoy the eaſe of retirement: They thought he 
was not ſufficiently plagued. with his monk,” 
and therefore brought a new proceſs. of hereſ7 


000 


deſired he might have the liberty of defending 
his doctrine before a publick aſſẽ mbly, and it 


alembly ſome propoſitions drawn frotn Abe. 
lard's book; which were read in the council. 
This accuſation Rave: Abelard ſuch fears, and 


therefore his letters are leſs vigient and einen, 


againſt him before the Archbiſhop of Sens. He 


was granted him. Upon this account the 
Council of Sens was aſſembled, i in which Las 5 = 
the VII affiſted in perſon, in the year 1140. 
St. Bernard was the accuſer, and delivered to 1 5 
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was” managed with ſach inveterate "mall 1 
- his enemies, and with ſuch great unfairneſs i 
drawing conſequences he never thought of; 
tbat imagining. he had friends at Rome wholl 
' would protect his innocence, he made'an appeal 
to the Pope. The council notwithſtanding his 
appeal, condemned his book, but did not med - 
dle with his perſon; and gave an account of the 
whole proceeding to Pope Innocent II; praying 
him to confirm their ſentence. St. Bernard 
had been ſo early in prepoſſeſſing the pontiff that 
he got the ſentence confirmed before Abe- 
_ lard heard any thing of it, or had any tim 
to preſent himſelf before the tribunal, to which 
he had appealed. His Holineſs ordered be- 
ſides, that Abelard's. books ſhould be burnt) 
| himſelf confined, and for ever abi from 
teaching. 1855 | | 
This paſſage of St. Ne life is 10 
much for the honour of his memory: And whe 
ther he took the trouble himſelf to extract the 
condemned propoſitions from Abelard's worky 
or intruſted it to another hand, tis certain the 
paper he gave in contained many thing 
which Abelard never wrote, and others whid 


. he did not mean in the ſenſe e to him. 
We 
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When a few particular expreſſions: are/urget 
oo rigidly,.. and unthought of e e 
drawn from ſome aſſertions, and no regard is. 


hor, it is no- diffcult matter to find errors in 


{belard's ſcholar; defended his maſter againſt 


ſecute others, whoſe own writings were not ex- 
empt from errors; demonſtrating that he. bim 
ſelf had a a poſition; which he would 
not have failed to.bave inſerted i in his extract as 
a monſtrous. doctrine, if he had found lands in 
the writings of Abelard. : 

Some time after. Abelard's „ * 
Pope was appeaſed at tlie ſolicitation of the ab- 
bot of Clugni, who received this unfortunate 


nity, reconciled him with St. Bernard, and ad- 
mitted him to be a Religious of his ſociety. / 

This was Abelard's laſt retirement, in „nn 
he found all manner of kindneſs; he read lec- © 
tures to the monks, and was equally. humble 


ficted with a com plication of diſeaſes, he was 
. ent to the priory of St. Marcel upon the Saonc, 


. 


* 


any book. For this reafon Beranger of Rau 5 


gentleman in his monaſtery with great huma- 


4 * nd Hankorts. , 3 5 1 


had to the general intent and ſeope of an au- 1 if 


5 5 * 


St. Bernard, telling him, he ought not to , . i 


3 
* 


and laborious. At laſt growing weak, and „ 


near Com a _ W MY whets he 1 


ls 7 1 142, ner Wes: yeathl 

"Koen age. {ds corps was ſent to the Chapel'd 
 » the Paraclete, to Heloiſe, to be interred, accord! 
ing to her formet requeſt of him, and to hi | 
own defire. "The abbot of Clugni, / when be 
ſent the to Heloiſe, according to the ul 
tom of thoſe times, "ent with it an abſolution 
to be! fixed together with His epitaph, 0⁰ 
his e done; ION abloluton was a8 fi 
lows. 1 : 5 125 A; a 
Nig. Peter Abos by Clugni,houing rock * | 
50 Abelard into the number of my religious, and 
now. given leave that his body be privately cans 
veyed to the Abbey of the Paraclete, to be d 
of by Heloiſe, Abbeſs of the ame Abbey; da bj 
lb authority of God and all the IP N 
the ſaid Abelard from all bis fins *. 1 
Hleloiſe, who ſurvived him tuenty N had 
. all the leiſure that could be to effect the eure of 
her unbappy paſſion. Alas ſhe was very long 

| about it! ſhe paſt the reſt, of. her days, like a fe. 
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5 Ezo Petrus Cluniacinlls: Abbes. qui pet. Aber NE 
ia Monacum Cluniacenſem recepi, & corpus ejus ſunia 
delatum Heloiſſa Abbatiſſæ & Monialibus Paracleti con- 
ceſſi, Authoricate omnipotentis Dei & oninjum ance 
torum, abſolvo eum * olßcio ab e e 


| ſuis. 


7 
L * 
-. =O 


iv? 


” 2 | 2.8" 
8 —ʒ̃ n 
hs _ —_— 


5 4 CAR » H BLOT 5 x. £1 

and entirely emplo red in the regulation o&. hee 

ſociety. She loved ſtudy, and being a eV 0 
of the learned languages, the Latin, AV 1 If 
and Hebes ſhe was eſteemed a miracle f 
learning, Abelurd, in a letter he wrote to the 
religious of his new houſe, ſays expreſaly, mat 
Leloiſe underſtood theſe three languages. The 
Abbot of Clogni likewiſe, in a letter he wrote 
to her, tells her ſhe excelled in learning not on- 
ly all her ſex, but the greateſt part of men-. 0 | 
And in the calendar of the houſe of the Para-.. | 
clete, ſhe is recorded i in theſe words :  Heloiſe, 
Mother and firſt Abbeſs of this place, {anlaus: Jor.; 
ber learning and religion, I muſt not here paſs | 
by a cuſtom the religious of the Paraclete now 
have to commemorate 'how learned their feſt 
abbeſs was in the Greek, which is, that every 
year on the day of Pentecoſt they perform di- 
vine ſervice in the Greek tongue. "What a a i- 
diculous vanity! JJ PR 

Francis D' Amboiſe' tells us bow cubrilly o one 

ay ſhe ſatisfied St. Bernard, upon his aſking 714 
her why in her abbey when they recited the 0 3 
Lord's Prayer, they did not fay, give 18 this . 
Day our Da LILY Bread, but give us this day 5 
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our SUppnSUBSTANTIAL Bread, by an a” 
ö gument drawn from the originals, affirming | 
we ought to follow the Greek verſion of the | 

- goſpel St. Matthew, wrote in Hebrew. With. 

out doubt it was not a little ſurprizing to 86 

Bernard, to hear a woman oppoſe him 1 in a 

controverſy, by citing a Greek text. bo 

true, ſome authors ſay Abelard made this an- 
 ſwerto St. Bernard, after hearing from Heloife, | 
| that objections were made to that form of 
prayer. However. the caſe was, a woman, with | 

a (mall competency of learning, might i in thoſe 

times paſs for a miracle; and tho' ſhe might 

Not equal thoſe deſcriptions which have been 
| given of her, yet ſhe may deſervedly be placed 
in the rank of women of the greateſt learn- 
ing. Nor was ſhe leſs remarkable for her pi- 

» ety, patience, and reſignation, during her fick- 
neſſes in the latter part of her life. She died 

the 17th of May, 1163. Tis ſaid ſhe deſired 

to be buried in the ſame tomb with her Abe- 
| lard, tho that probably was not execu ted, 

Francis D'Amboiſe ſays, he faw at the convent 


ih tombs of the Founder and Foundreſs neat. 


together. However, a manuſcript. of Tours 
5 give us an account of an extraordinary mirack 
97 which "5 oi when Abelard's grave was 
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1 for Helolſes body, nam at Abe- 


lard ſtretched out his": arms to receive 5 
embraced her 72 5 tho! OE were. 3 
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I ſhall conclude this hiſtory with an en 
on Abe lard, which. the Abbot of Clugni ſent I 
Heloiſe, and which 1s now. to be. read on his 1 
tomb; it hath nothing i in it delicate either "= 1 
thought- or language, and will ſearcely bear a 
tranſlation. It is only' added here for the ſake . 
of the curious, and as an inſtance of the reſpect * 
paid to the memory of ſo great a man, and one 
whom envy had loaded with” the grearell defa- 1 


mation . ; 
N- "Wm ODD 44% 4 * 
*. JE T R U 81 in hac petra alatitat quem mu ndus Ho- 
3 merum _ = 
ed: 


Clamabat, ſed j jam ſidera ſidus 1 ET ON 5 FE ak 


ed Sol erat hic gallie, ſed eum jam fata tulerunt : 1 
be. Ergo caret regio Gallica Sole ſro. 9 
ed. ine ſciens quid quid fuit ulli ſciblie, vicit 3 
ent Artifices, artes abſque docente docens „ me x 4 
1 Undecimæ Maij Petrum rapuere Calendæ, | 
8 Privantes Logices atria rege ſuo. ö 


Et ſatis, in tumulo Petrus hic j jacit Aba ladus, 
Cui ſoli phe ſcibile wo y__ erat. „ 
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Noſter Ariſtoteles, Logicis (quicumque fuerunt) 
Aut par aut melior; ſtudiorum cognitus orbi 1 


Princeps, ingenio varius, ſubtilis & acer. 
Omnia vi ſuperans rationis & arte loquendi, SHE. 


Abælardus erat. Sed nunc magis omnia vincit, 2 5 
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I. may be proper to acquaint ile reader that * 
1 letter was written hy belard toa 


ſeveral A 


; _ Abele 7 paration fi from Heloiſe. 8 

* KI HH E laſt time we were. together E, 

1 7 © lintus, you gave me a me]; 
| N count of your misfortunes; 1 was. 7 


5 enſibly touched with the relation, and like a 2 
ce friend bore a ſhare in your riefs. What 
did I not ſay: to ſtop your tears? 4 laid before 5 


don all the reaſons. philoſophy could; furni 9 1 
vhich 1 thought might any ways ſoften the 9 
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ſirokes of f But all theſe endeavours have 5 1 
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3 uſcleſs:, Grief 1 perceive. has wholly: | 
ſeized your ſpirits; and your prudence, far from. | 
; aſſiſting, ſeems quit te to have forſaken you, 43 
But my ſkilful friendſhip. has found out an ex- | 
pedient to relieve you. Attend to me a mo- 
ment, hear but the ſtory of my misfortunes; | 
and your's, Philintus,' will be nothing, if you 
compare them with thoſe of theloving aol un- 
happy Abelard. Obſerve, I beſeech you, at 
what expence I endeavour to ſerve, you; and 
think this no ſmall mark of my affection; for 
I am going to preſent you with the relation of 
ſuch particulars, as it is impoſſible ſor me to | 
recollect without piercing my heart with” the 
moſt ſenſible ,, / — 
Fou know the place where 8 was born, but | 
not perhaps that I was born with thoſe com- 

plexional faults which ſtrangers charge upon 
our nation, an extreme lightneis of tem per, and 
great inconſtancy. 1 frankly own it, and ſhall 
be as free to acquaint you with thoſe good qua- 
lities which were obſerved in me. I had a na- 
tural vivacity and aptneſs for all the politearts 
My father was a gentleman and a man 
parts; he loved the wars, but differed in h 
ſentiments from many Who followed that pre. 


Teflion. He thought | it no Praiſe to be illiterate, 
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but i in the camp he knew how to converſe at the 
ſame time with the muſes and. Bellona. He 
was the ſame in the management of his tach, 
and took equal care to form his children to tile 41 
ſtudy of polite learning, as to their military ex- 
erciſ-s. * As I Was his eldeſt, and conſequentliy 
his favourite ſon, he took more than ANY: - 
care of my education. I had a natural genius 
to ſtudy, and made an extraordinary progreſsi in 
it. Smitten wich the love of books, and the 
praiſes which on all ſides were beſtowed- upon 
me, I aſpired to no reputation, but what pro- 
ceeded from learning. To my. brothers L left 
the. glory of battles, and the pomp of triumphs; . 
nay more, I yielded them up Toy. birth-right - 
end patrimony. I knew neceſſity was the great 
ſpur to ſtudy, and was afraid 1 ſhould not me- 
niit the title of learned, If I diſtinguiſhed myſelf 
0 from others by nothing but a more plentiful 
fortune. | Ok all the ſciences, Logic was the 
moſt to my taſte. Such were the arms I choſe 
to profeſs. Furniſhed with the weapons of rea- J 
ſoning, I took pleaſure i in going to public diſp pu- 5 = : 
tations, to win trophies ; and wherever I heard 
that this art flouriſhed, Iranged likeanother Alen: | ; | 
ander, from province to province, to ſeek new. 
ady ere with whom I might try my , 
; 7 5 1 5 ke * 
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The ambi tion I had to become formidable in 
logick led me at laſt to Paris, the center of po- | 
liteneſs, and where the ſcience IL was ſo ſmitten - 
| 1555 had uſually been in the greateſt pe erfecti- 
b IJ put myfſelf under the direction of one | 
15 8 a profeſſor, who had acquired the 
Character of the moſt ſkilful philoſopher of his 
age, by negative excellencies only, by being 
the leaſt i ignorant. He received me with great ö | 
- demonſtrations of kindneſs, but I was not f 
happy as to pleaſe him long: Twas too knows | 
ing in the ſubjects he diſcourſed upon; Toſten 
evniflited his notions; often in our diſputations 
I puſhed a good argument ſo home, that all his | 
lubtilty was not able to elude its force. It was 
impoſſible he ſhould ſee himſelf ſurpaſſed by his 
ſcholar without reſentwent, It is ſometimes 4 
| dangerous to: have too much merit. 8 
Envy increaſed againſt me. proportionably: to | 
my reputation. My enemies endeavoured to | 
: interrupt my progreſs, but their malice onh - 
provoked: my courage. And meaſuring! my 
abilities by the jealouſy I had raiſed,” I thought 
I had no further occaſion: for Champeausx's lec- 
tures, but rather that I was ſufficiently qualifi- 
ed to read to others. I ſtood for a place which 


Wag vacant at Melun, My alter uſed all his 
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| lectures „ baer eu. lane my 3 
nings- ſo fortunate, that 1 entirely obſcured tie 
renown of my. famous. maſter. Fluſhed witb 
theſe happy conqueſts, ; 1 removed to Corbeil, 
to attack the maſters there, and fo eſtabliſh my 
character of the ableſt logician. The violence 
of travelling threw me into a dangerous diſtem. 
per, and not being able to recover my ſtrength, © 
my phyſicians, who perhaps were in a. league 1 
with Champeaux, adviſed me to remove to my 
native air. Thus I voluntarily baniſhed my- 
| ſelf for ſome years, 1 leave you to imagine 
whether my abſence was not regretted by e. 
better fort. At length 1 recoyered my Health, 
ven I received news that my greateſt adver- T A 
WM ary had taken the habit of a monk; you map 
think it Was an act of penitence for having . 
perſecuted me; quite contrary, | "was ambi- - 
tion; he reſolved to raiſe: himfelf* to ſome churd 5 
bona therefore he fell into the beaten track, — 
and took: on him the garb of feigned auſterity; 1 
for this is the” eaſteſt and ſhorreft way to the £ A 
licheſt eccleſiaſtical dignities. His withes were 
een and he Na eh a N Net 
ee 3 INT WG-5 rr | 
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did he not quit Paris and the care of the 
ſchools: He went to his dioceſe to gather in his 1 
revenues, but returned and paſſed the reſt of | 
his time in reading lectures to thoſe few pupils 
which followed him. After this 1 often en- | 


- gaged with him, ahd may K to 5 as Aj Ja 


3 


did * che Greeksy” * i 


IF you n the Ae of bat VARY ; FA 
BA hen Naked o, on "ue FO ge da buen, 5 


7 7 did not Alke the foe to Sg 
2 et did In ne ver e quit the field. 


About this time my father Beranger, whot to 
thi age of ſixty had lived very agreeably, re- 1 
tired from the world, and ſhut himſelf up in a | 
cloifter, where he offered up to Heaven the 
languid remains of a life he could make no fars ! 
ther uſe of. My mother, who was yet young, 
took the ſame reſolution. She turned a rell. 
1  gious, but did not entirely abandon the ſatisfac- 
BL tions of life. Her friends were continually at: 
F the grate. And the monaſtery, when one has: | 
an inclination to make it ſo, is exceeding charm- a 
ing and pleaſant. 1 was preſent when my mo- 
* was profeſſed. At 1 return [ reſolved to 
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Y | ſtudy divinity,” and enquire 


red for A director im 4 
chat ſtudy.' I was! recommended to one An. 4 
n, the very oracle of his time; but ta give 
WH jou my own opinion, one more venerable we! - 
nis age and wrinkles, ras for his genius wW- 7 
tearning. If you conſulted him upon any dif. 


0 ficulty, the ſure pee was to be much 
more uncertain in the point. They who only! | 
= {| ſaw him admired. him, but thofe who reaſon- 5 
dd wich him were extremely diſſatisfied. He | 
was a great maſter of words, and talked much, 
but meant nothing. His diſcourſe was a fire 

" WH which, inſtead of enlightening, obſcured every. 
ming with its ſmoke; a tree beautified with va- 
riety of leaves and branches, but: barren. - * 
came to him with. a deſire to learn, but found 
+ | him like the fig tree in the goſpel, or the old 
. WH oak to which Lucan com pares Pompey: 1 con- 
tinued not long underneath his ſhadow. 1 too 


* 


; for my gvides the primitive fathers, and lay” 
launched into the ocean of the Holy Scriptures? | 1 
: In a ſhort time I made ſuch a Progreſs, that | 
WH others choſe me for their director. Fhe num 
4 ber of x my ſcholars were incredible, and the gra- 
15 tuitics I received from them were anſwerable 6 
: the great reputation I had acquired. Now e 
1 my telf dale in the harbour, the Norms. | 
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1 lon, and the rage of my enemies had 
ſgpent itſelf without effect. Happy, had Iknown ; 
to make a right uſe of this calm! But when the 
mind is moſt eaſy, tis moſt ex poſed to . | 
even ſecurity. hete is the moſt dangerous ſtate. 
And now, my friend, I am going to expoſe | 
to you all my weakneſſes. All men, I be- 
lieve, are under a neceſſity of paying tribute, 
=o at ſome time or other, to love, and it is vain} | 
i to ſtrive. to avoid it, I was a philoſopher, yet 
chis tyrant of the mind triumphed: over all my 
\'F wiſdom; his darts were of. greater force: than 
all my reaſoning, and with a ſweet conſtraint 
he led me whither he pleaſed. Heaven, 
amidſt an abundance of bleſſings with which 
1 was intoxicated, threw in a heavy afflice 

i I became a moſt ſignal example of its 
date ly and the more unhappy, becauſe 
having deprived me of the means of accom- 
Pliſhing my ſatisfaction, it left me to the fas 
w of my criminal deſires. I will tell you,, my 
1 1 dear friend, the particulars of my ſtory, and 
4 JP leave you to judge whether I deſerved ſo fe 
| bi | vere. a correction. 1 had always an averſion 
for thoſe light women, whom tis a reproach | 
Wt to purſue; I was ambitious in my choice, and 
'' 8 to find ſome obſtacles, that I might. 
; = „ furmount 


12 =. And t Pu e 2 
ſurmount them with the ee 2 dry and 


b . . 1 5 
: 7 3 8 «& 3 : 4 
leaſures!7” 544/341», 1 


There was in . Jung nen (ak Ply 
lintus {) formed in a prodigality of nature, to 
ſnew mankind a finiſhed com d 


canon. Her wit and her beauty would; have 


fired the dulleſt and moſt inſenſible heart; and 
her education was equally admirable. Helogſe 


may eaſily imagine, that this did not a little 
help to captivate me: 1 ſaw her, loved her; 


The thirſt of glory cooled immediately” 
in ge. heart, and all my. paſſions were. loſt in 
this new one. I thought of nothing but Helo 
= Ut every thing brought her image to my mind. 
X | was penſive, reſtleſs, and my paſſion Was 8 


1 violent as to admit of no reſtraiat; I Was al- 
„ aays vain and preſumptive; I flattered myſelf, . 
already with the moſt bewitching hopes, my re- 9 
putation had ſpread. itſelf. every. where; ang 
could a virtuous lady reſiſt a man that had con- 
founded all the learned of the age ? Iwas young, 4 
could ſhe ſhew an inſenſibility to thoſe you . 
which my heart never formed for any but her- TY 
ell: MY 7 55 was eee en and, 7 


is 


* - 


Hehiſe | the reputed niece. of one Fulbert,/ a 


was a miſtreſs of the moſt: polite arts. von 


[ hy” - to endeayour to engage her affecti- 5 1 
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8 by my dreſs no one would haye ſuſ dad me 
for a dector; and dreſs yon know, i is not a lit le 
8 engaging with women. Beſides, Thad wit enough 
to write a biJlet-dous, and hoped, if ever ſhe: Per- 
mitted my abſent ſelf to entertain 
25 read with plea ſure thoſe breathings of © 


0 | thin but the means to ſpeak to her. Love 
either find or make all things eaſy. 
| Kices of common friends, I gained 1 the acquain- 


table, and an apartment in his houſe q 1 paid 
him indeed a conſiderable ſum, ſor perſons of 


a pleaſure it muſt have been to a heurt ſo in- 


object of defire ! I would not have exchanged 
my happy condition for that of the greateſt 
monarch upon earth. 
to her,----each action, 
told her the trouble of my ſoul. 


— 


fer, che would 4 
my heart 


© 


Filled with theſe notians, I thought of no- 


By the of: 


tance of Fulbert. And can you believe it, 
Pbilintus, he allowed me the privilege of his 


his character do nothing without money. But 
what would 1 not have given ? You, my dear 
friend, know what love is; imagine then what 


flamed as mine, to be always ſo near the dear 


5 ſaw Heloiſe, I ſpoke 
each confuſed look, | 
And ſhe, on 

the other Ber gave me rl to hope for 


— . 


| Gred me to infra her i in wichen, by 
Vos, 2:1 "” 


*; U : ry ? 
- * 


this 3 nd eee, 36 e 
in private with _ yet T-was ſure of all 
men 195 mae” timorous in Ware py mu. 
fon 10 ii „% . won 0 
As Tn Was with ma one * k, ils. 
. HW #15177; ſaid I bluſhing, if you know yourſelf, - 


= you will not be ſurprized with that paſſion! IO, 0 > 


have infpired me with. Uncommon as it is, 1 
5 can expreſs it but with the common terms 
dove you, adorable Heloiſe ] till now I thought 

philoſophy r made us maſters of all our paſnons, 


and that it was a refuge from the ſtorms in 


8 
6 

i 4 
d which weak mortals. are toffed -and ſhipwreck- - 
of i 


ed : But you have deſtroyed my ſecurity, and i 


at broken this philoſophie courage. have de- 
ar ſpiſed riches; honour and its pageantries could 
at never raiſe 4 weak thought in me: Beauty alone 


n- has fired my ſoul; happy if ſhe who raiſed. this 4 | 
ar Wl paſſion, kindly receives the declaration; but if 


ed tis an offence---No, replied Heloiſe; ſhe muſt i, 
elt be very ignorant of your merit, who can be 


Ke offended at your paſſion. But for my own re- 4 1 


declaration, or that I were at liberty not to 
K "un 3 An vine” | 


rell was going on to convince her of 5 


poſe, I wiſh either that you had not made this 1 


_ — 4 
n the - 5 - 
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itz but rale Got a ; viol ö ene ce t 
change the diſcourſe” to ſome other ſubj * 
After this, I found: frequent opportunities to 
free Heloiſe from thoſe) fuſpicions, which tha 
general inſincerity of men had: raiſed im lier 
and ſhie too much deſired! what F ſaick wer 
truth, not to believe it. Thus there was A moſt 
happy underſtanding. between us. The _ 
houſe, t the-ſame- love, united our perſons and 
our defires. How many foft. moments.did v we | 
. paſs together! we ttok all opportunities to ex- 
preſs to each other our mutual affections, and 
were ingenious in contriving ineidents which 
might give us a plauſible occaſion- for meeti ng, 
Fyramus and Fhyſbe's diſcovery of the crack'in 
the wall, was but a flight repreſentation! of our 
love and its ſagacity. In the dead of -night, 
when Fulbert and his domeſticks were in a: 
ſound fleep, we improved the: time, proper to 
the ſweet thefts of love: Not eontenting out- 
| ſelves, like thoſe unfortunate lovers, with giv- 
ing inſipid kiſſes to a wall, we made uſe of all 
the moments of our charming. Interviews, 
In the place where we met we had no lions 10 


99818 and the e of piſs phy | ſeryed- us: 
: | et, oP | for 


14% ? 
| Y i 
wt 


Anz an raste „ 1 
for a blind. Byt I was {o far from making 5 : © 
any advances in. the ſciences, that loſt all my. 4 
taſte of them; and when I was obliged to 8 
ſrom the ſight je? my. dear miſtre(s. to my Philo- by 
ſophical exerciſes, 'twas with. the utmok; regret | 
and melancholy. Love is incapable. of being 
concealed; a word, a look, nay... ſilence ſpeaks. 
it. MV ſcholars diſcovered i it firſt; 5 they! ſaw. ph 
had no longer: that vivacity « of thought. to which 
all things were eaſy: I could now do ee 
but write verſes to ſooth my paſſion: Lqutted 
Ariotle and his dry maxims, to practice he 
precepts of the more ingenious Ovid. No * 
paſſed in which J did not compoſe. amorous 4 4 
rerſes, - Love was my. inſpiring Apollo. My. 1 
ſongs were ſpread abroad, and gained me fre- or ; 2x 
quent applauſes, . Thoſe who were in love as 
| was, to. K a pride in learning them; bene 8 
luckily applying my. thoughts | and verſes, | 
have obtained fayours, which perhaps then OO 
wuld not otherwiſe have gained: This SAVE 3 J | 
„ our amours ſuch an Eclat, that. the loves of . 
1 Heloiſe and Abelard v were the wee of all, con- * 5x 
ill ferſations. ; | 17 fi Die : 2 
The town-talk at laſt reached ape 8 _ 
rs, it was with great difficuly. he gave ere 4 
Cit to what he heard, for K. loved US nie, ED 
| | and 


G0 ET 8, YE O. 


? 


in him would not have born any ignominy on 
- the ſame conditions | ? The next day I prov 5 


86 A 10 PN Nos. 1 


1 cloſer examination, he began to be leſs incredy- | ö 

laous He ſurprized us in one of our more ſoft 
. converſations; © How fatal ſometimes are the 
- conſequences of curioſity ! The anger of Hl. 


dition we were reduced to, made us capable of 


I continued ſome time without appearing pub- 
lickly. Ah how long did thoſe few moments 


Krenn to me! W hen we fall from a ſtate of hap- 


prejudiced i in my. favour; but upon | 


Bert ſeemed too moderate on this occaſion, and | 

] feared in the end ſome more heavy revenge 
It is impoſſible to ex preſs the grief and regret Ml 
Which filled my ſoul, when I was obliged to = 
leave the Canon's houſe and my dear E eloife 3 
But this ſeparation of our perſons the more. Ml | 
firmly united our minds; and the deſperate con- 


attempting any thing. 

My intrigues gave me but little thank} b 
-ovidgly did I eſteem the occaſion : Think what 
the gay young divinities ſaid, u hen Vulcan 
caught Mars and the Goddeſs of Beauty in his 
net, and i impute it all to me. Fulbert ſurprized 
me with Helotſe, and what man that had a ſoul 


my 2 © — — Oy _ 6, 


myſelf of a private lodging near the loved 
houſe, being reſolved not to abandons my prey: 


W 


= ö 


if 7 | " ae”: % "O54 1 * 


155 ALAN % PI r 5 
pineſs, with what e do we | 175 ar r. our 8 85 3 
misfortunes. en e on 8 WER 

It being impottible has I can hog Se" 
ſeeing Heloife, I endeavoured. to engage ber 
ſervant, whoſe name was Agaton, in my in- 
tereſt : She was brown, well ſhaped, of a. per- 
ſon ſu perior to the ordinary rank; her features 
regular, and her eyes. ſparkling; fit to raiſe: 
love in any man whoſe heart was not prepoſ- 

ſeſſed by another paſſion. I met her alone, 
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and entreated her to have pity on a diſtreſſed 3 ; | 
lover. She anſwered, ſhe would undertake + "= 


any thing: to ſerve me, but there was a re- 
ward- At theſe words: opened my purſe, 
and N the. ſhining metal, which 0 1 
aſleep guards, forces a way through rocks, Ill 
and ſoftens the hearts of the moſt obdurate 
fair. Tou are miſtaken, ſaid ſhe, ſmiling and 3 4 
ſhaking her head—you do not know. me; |} 
could gold tempt me, a rich abbot. takes . 
nightly ſtation, and ſings under my. window 
he offers to ſend me to his abbey; which, he.” 
lays, 1 is ſituate in the moſt pleaſant country 
in the world. A courtier offers me a conſide- 
rable ſum of money, and aſſures me I need 
have no apprehenſions; for if our amaurs have 
conſequences, ke will marry me to his .gentle- = 

| man, 2 


* = * 
WK? * "2 
* 


* 1 


- A RD 4 Pn 111 * Tongs. 1 | 
: 5 man, Nw give him a handſome pb 
N To- y nothing of a young officer when Patt les 
5 here every night, and makes his att; k 
5 after all imaginable; forms. It muſt el 6 | 
only which could oblige him to follow mezß 
for I have not, like ydur great edlen any | 
rings or jewels to tempt him: Vet during alt 
his ſiege of love, his feather and his embroi.. 
dared coat have not made any breach in my 
heart; I ſhall not quickly be brought to capi- 
| tales: Jam too faithful to my firſt conquer- . 
 or--and' then ſhe looked earneſtly on me 
ariſwered” I did not underſtand her diſcoutle; | 
She replied, for a man of ſenſe and eallantry; | 
5 you have a very flow apprehenſion; Lam in 
love with you Abelard; I know you adore He- | 
loiſe, I do not blame you; I deſire only to en · 
joy the ſecond place in your affections; "T have 
a tender heart, as: well as my miſtreſs, ye u may 
without difficulty make returns to my paſſion | 
do not perplex yourſelf witch unf ſnionableſem. 
ples: a prudent man ought! to love ſeveral £ 
the ſame time; if one ſhould fail, He is not en 
bt leſt unprovided., - {4h 2 — . 
: 'You cannot imagine, ; Phil l. hook welt 

"4 was furpriſed. at theſe words; ſo entirely dic 
15 Love 99 98 that without refleQing'whnthe | 
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Araton- ſake! any thing 1 


tle way from her, Ille b 
biting her nails in the rage of diſappoint 


immediately left her. When 1 had gone 4 . 1 8 1 
ked back, and ſam her 


which made me ſear ſome fatal conſequences. T7 nl 


She- haſtened to Fulbert and told him the offer 


1 had made Her, but I ſyppoſe,concealed. the ; = f ; ; 


other "008 ol eee 15 


he emen eme — 


lee age lee niece,” bates 5 
imagined. Let no lover hereafter, fol- 
low my example : A woman re gjecedis.an' out- 
rageous creature.  Agaton was day and night 
at her window, on purpoſe to keep me at a diſ- 
tance from her miſtreſs, and ſo gave her on 
gallants opportunity e to Aae theie. 4 
ſeveral abilities. 4 15 


I was infinitely end FE: ds WW 


take; at laſt I applied myſelf to Heloife's ſing- w_ 
ing-maſter. The ſhinitig metal, which had s 
| effect on Agaton, charmed. him; he was excel 


ently qualified for conveying a billet, with te 


greateſt dexterity and ſecrecy. He delivered | 5 
one of mine to Heloiſe, who, accordi ng to my 


appointment was ready at the end of a garden, 1 | | 44 
the wall of which I ſealed by a ladder of ropes. 


I confeſs to you all my failings,  Philintus. 
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90 5 AEK t PartinTys.. 
How would my enemies, Cbampraus and 4s al 
| eln, have trium phed, had they ſeen th 0 
doubted phi loſopher in ſu ch a wretched con-Mfl ſe 
LS dition ?. Well I met my ſoul's j joy, my Hel. ce 
Ie; ; L ſhall not deſcribe our tranſports, they pe 
were not long; for the firſt news Helogſe a0, r 
| 35 quainted me with, plunged me i in a thouſand N ve 
_ diſtraCtions. A floating Delps was to be ſought 
for, where ſhe might be ſafely deliveted ve b. 
burthen ſhe began already to feel. Withon 
loſing much time in debating, F Aae het 
ſently quit the canon's houſe, and at break of 
day depart for Britany; ; where ſhe, like another 
"Goddeſs, gave the world another a vs 
my ſiſter took care of. 
This carrying off 222 was caffcient' re- 
venge upon Fulbert. It filled bim with the 
deepeſt concern, and had like to have deprived 
him of all the little ſhare of wit which Heaven 
had allowed him. His ſorrow and lamentation 
gave the cenſorious an occaſion of ſuſpecling 
him for ſomething more than the uncle of * 
Joiſe. 1 7 . 1 1 e 
In ſhort, 8 to pity bis ifaw PY 
think this robbery which love had made! we 
commit was a fort of treaſon. ' I ende dure 
to o appeaſe his BEA: by. a hincere* confe f on 0 
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al chat was paſt, and by hearty engagements | 
to marry Heloiſe ſecretly.” Hegave r me his co. te : 
ſent, and with many proteſtations and embra- 
ces confirmed our reconciliation} But what de- . 
bpendence can be made on the word of anigno- 
tant Devores. He was only plotting a eruel re. 
venge, as you will ſee by what follows.” 8 5 - 
I took a journey into Britany, in liek 8 
bring back my dear Heloiſe, whom I now con 
ſidered as my wife. When I had ee 
ber with what paſſed between the canon and 
5 found ſhe was of a contrary opinion to 85 
She urged all that was poſſible to/divert, | 
me 8 marriage: That it was a bond always 
fatal to, a philoſopher; that che cries of chil- _ {1h 
dren and cares of a family. were utterly incon- :-- 
ſitent with the tranquillity and application - 
which the ſtudy of philoſophy requifed; She 
quoted to me all that was written on the ſub- — ue 
je by Theophraftus, Cicero, and. above all i un- JJ 
liſted on the unfortunate Socrates, who quitted 1 
lle with joy, becauſe by that means he left 
Hintippe. Will it not be more agreeable to me, 
fad ſhe, to. ſee myſelf your miſtreſs than your _ 
vife? And will not love have more power than 
marriage to keep our hearts firmly united? | 
Pang taſted ſparingly, and 5 difficulty, . 
: ITS oe have | 
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92 Ar E 1 5 Prriinaus | 
have always. a higher reliſh, while every thing, 
by being 5 and common, wc flat 00m : 
10 . N 
IWS oat by all as reaſaning; hl 7 
- prevailed upon my ſiſter to engage me. Li = 
{ills (for that was her name) taking me ahideMl 
one day ſaid, What do you intend, brother? bil 
it poſſible that Abelard ſhould in earneſt think 
of marrying Heloiſe? She ſeems i indeed to de. 
ſerye a perpetual affection; beauty, y outh and Ml 
learning, all that can make a perſon valuable i 
meet in her. Lou may adore. all this if youll | 
_ pleaſe; but not to flatter you, what 1 is beauty ( 
but a flower, which may be blaſted by the leaf 
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whole courſe of my life to admit the leaft ſuſ- 
picion ? could meet him at all his aſſignations, 
and would 1 decline following hitn to the ſeats. 
of holineſs? I who have not refuſed to be a vic- 
tim of pleaſure to gratify him, can he think 5 
would refuſe to be a ſacrifice of honour : to obey 
| him ? Has vice ſuch charms to well- born ſouls? 
and when we have once drank of the cup + | 
Jn, is it with ſuch difficulty that we uke 
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the habe of ane! ? or ad you — your- " 
| {elf a greater, miſter; to teach vice than, virtue, : 

or did you. think. i it was more. eaſy to perſuade 3 
me to the firſt than the latter? No: This fu 
picion would” be injurious; to both. Virtue „ 
too amiable not to be embraced, when ven te. 7 
veal her charms: and vice too hideous not to be 1 
avoided, when you ſhew her deformities. N > 
when you pleaſe, any thing ſeems lovely to me, 
and nothing is frightful or di | 
are by. 1amonly weak when lam alone an! 
unſupported by you, and therefore it depends fy 


ficult when yo 


on you alone, that] may be ſuch as you deſire. 55 
| wiſh to Heaven you. had not ſuch a power 


over me. If you had any occaſion to fear, you 
would be leſs negligent. But what! is there for 
you to fear? I have done too much, and now 

have nothing more to do, but to triumph over 2 5 
your ingratitude. When \ we lived happy to- 1 
gether, you might have made it a doubt whe- 43 


ther pleaſure or affection united me more to 


you ; but the place from whence write to you, * | 
muſt now haye entirely taken away that doubt. 
Even here I love you as much as ever I did i in 1 
ſures, could Int 


the world. If 1 had loved ple 


yet have found means to have gratified myſelf? : 4 
1 4s war aeg ee ee ole, 


1 


; y «A 8 
"Dd 6 
- > 
7 7 ther wy | 
* 
re : F 
4 2 4 
g 3 a 
„ z Ag 
3 BY 
o „ 
— 
* 8 82 8 1 -4 
Ls 3 
y 12 4 A 
— y Py 


cu 


ks. : 
# 


126 Feds Untotefs In. 1 
- there were other men left, though I was depri. 
. ved of Abelard : And yet did I not bury my- 
: ſelf alive i in a nunnery, and triumph over Ve, 
at an age capable of enjoying it in its full Jati- 
tude 2 Tis to you I ſacrifice/ theſe. remains of a 
tranſitory beauty, tlieſe widowed" nights and 
tedions days, which T paſs without ſeeing you; 
and ſince you cannot poſſeſs them, I take them 
from you tooffer them to Heaven, and to make, 
- "alas! but a eee oblation o* LIP peer, i 
days, and my life. ee : 
j- Tun ſenſible I have dwelt too Eng on "this 
1 3 head; J ought to ſpeak leſs to you of your mis- | 


fortunes, and of my own ſufferingsz for love of 
you. We tarniſh the luſtre of our moſt beauti- 


ful actions when we applaud them ourſelves, 
This is true, and yet there is a time when we 
may with decency commend ourſelves; when 
ve have to do with thoſe whom baſe ingrati- 
- tude has ſtupified, we cannat too much Praiſe 
our own good actions. Now if you were of 
this ſort of men, this would be a home reflecti- 
on on you. Irreſolute as I am, Iſtill love you, 
and yet I muſt hope for nothing. I have re- 
nounced life and ſtri pped myſelf « of every thing, 
but Lind I neither have nor can renounce my 
Though 1 have loft my lover, ÞMl 
N preſerve 1 
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sg N love. O vou O. Convent“ have Þ 
not loſt my humanity under your inexdrable | 
diſcipline! You have not made me marble bj 
changing my habit: My heart is not totally ß 

hardened by my perpetual impriſonment; I in 

ill ſenſible to what has touched me, though -  * 
alas I ought not to be ſo! Without offending... 4 

your commands, permit a lover to exhort me 
live in obedience to your rigorous rules. Vour 
yoke will be lighter, if that hand ſupport me | 
under it; your exerciſes will be amiable, if he - _ 
ſhews me their advantage. Retirement, „ 1 
tude! You will not appear terrible, If Froay bat. WD 
ſtill know I have any place in his memory.” A. Þþ| 
heart which has been fo ſenſibly affected as VB 
mine cannot ſoon be indifferent. We fluctu- 
ate long between love and hatred; before we 
can arrive at a happy tranquillity, and we al-- 1 
ways flatter ourſelves with ſome diſtant ho ©, „ 
that we ſhall not be quite forgotte. 1 
Yes, Abelard, 1 conjure you by the cane x: "oF 
bear here, to eaſe the weight of them, and make 
them as agreeable as I-wiſh-they were to me- 
Teach me the maxims of divine love. Since © } 
you have forſaken me, I glory in being welded. 
to Heaven. My heart adores that title, and 

lain 5 Shen . me how ces N 4 
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125 HEI 18 b 1 
| love is the, how i it operates, and purifies 4 
When we were toſſed in the ocean f 


verſes, whieh publiſhed every where our Joys 
and our pleaſures. Nowy we are in the haven 


ol grace, is it not fit you ſhould diſcourſe to me 


of this happineſs, and teach me every thing 
Which might i improve and heighten it? Shew 
me the ſame complaiſance in my preſent con- 


{bans as you did when we were in.the world. 
Without changing the ardor of our alfections, . 
let us change their object; let us leave our, 
{ons and ſing bymns; let us lift up our hearts 
to God, and have no tranſports but for his glory. 


; T Texpect this from you as a thing you cannot 


. refuſe me. | God has a peculiar right over 5 
hearts of; great men, which he has: created. f 
When he pleaſes to touch. them, he raviſnes 
them, and lets them not ſpeak nor breathe but 
for his glory: Till that moment of grace ar- 
rives, O think of me do not forget Me . 
remember my love, my fidelity, my conſtancy; * 
love me as your. miſtreſs, cheriſh me as your 
child, your ſiſter, your wife. Conſider that I 
ſtill love you, and yet ſtrive to avoid loving 
you. What a word, what a deſign is this! ET, 
ſhake with horror, and my heart reyolts again ſt 
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what I ſay, 1 ſhall blot all my paper With 
come end my long eee wil hing you, if OT 
1 A" ga ah Heaven Teould 6. 
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7h ** the elif may mike a „1 en | 
the following letter, it is proper he Should * by 
informed of the condition. Abelard war in 
when he wrote it. The Duke of Britanny, . 
whoſe ſubject be was born, jealous of the ne 
of France, which then ing roſſed all the "moſt 
famous ſebolars of Europe, and being beſides og 
acquainted with the perſecution Abelard- bad. 
ſuffered from bis enemies, had nominated him 
to the Abbey of St. Gildas, and by this bene- 
faction and mark of bis eſteem, engaged l bim to — 
paſs the reſt of bis days in bis dominions. He 
receivedthis favour with great joy, imagining, : 
that by leaving Fi rance, be ſpould loſe bis pa. 

| fon, and gain a new turn of mind upon enter= » 
ing into his neu dignity.” The Abbey of S 
Gildas 1s ſeated upon a rock,” which the fea 
beats with its waves. Abelard, who bad laid - 
on himſelf the neceſſity of vanguiſbing 4 P 
fir In which abſence bad in 4 great ere 

| 5 week 


22 ABELARD i fines am 
| weakened, tndravoured + in this ſolitude to g 
e ee the remains of it by his tears.” Bu. 
upon his receiving the. foregoing. letter, be 1 
could not reſiſt ſo powerful. an: attack; lu 

proves as weak aud as much to be Priied as. 

Heloiſe: 716 not then a: maſter or director that. 

Speaks to her, but a- man who had Irved „ 
and loves her - flill + And under this character 
We are 10 conſe der Abelard when he wrote. the 

| following letter, If he ſeems by ſome. Paſs 
ges in it to have begun to feel tbe mot ions of 
15 divine grace, they appear as yet te. be _ 

| farts, aud without any uniformity. 
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LETTER 11. 


ABELARD 10 n L018 


5 2 UL DI have 3 that a lencx not 
A Awritten to yourſelf could have fallen into 
pour hands, 1 had been more cautious not to 
bayye inſerted any thing in it which might awa- 
| ken the memory of our paſt misfortunes: /1 
deſcribed with boldneſs the ſeries of my diſgra- 
ces to a friend, in order to make him tefs ſenſi⸗ 


FE bie of _ loſs he had ſuſtained. 11 by this 
| 8 wel 
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well-ineaning' artifice I have 


e Areal 1 5 2 N | 


purpoſe here to dry: 1 up” 'thoſe tears which the — | 


tend to mix my grief with yours, and pour 
efore you; in ſhort, to hy open e- 


my heart b 
fore your eyes all my trouble, and * 
my ſoul, which my vanity has hitherto made 
me conceal from the reft of the world, and 
which you now force from me in 1 ny oY 
' reſolutions to the contraty. | 5 
It is true, that in a ſenſe of the aMiQtions 1 
which had befallen us, and obſerving that no 2 
change of our condition was to be expected; „ 
that thoſe prof perous days which had ſeduced us 
were now paſt, and there remained nothing but 
to eraze out of our minds, by painful endea- 
vours, all marks and remembrance of them, 1 
had wiſhed, to find in philoſophy and religion a 
remedy for my diſgrace; 1 ſearched out an aſy- 
um to ſecure me from love. IL was come to 
the ſad ex periment of making vows to harden | 
my heart, But what have 1 gained by this? If 
my paſſion: has been put under a reſtraint, my 


deſcription occaſioned you to ſhed: Fine 


ideas yet remain.” 1 promiſe. myſelf t that J will 0 
forget you, and! 5 et cannot think of it without 


loving you; andam pleafed with that thought. 'I 
128 love is not at all weakened by td RAGE: »Y 
ons 


ons I,make in order, to free: 
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lence I am ſurrounded; with ee me e more 


Vn ſenſible to its impreſſions, a and while Fam unt 


employed wich any other things, this makes it; 4 
ſelf the buſineſs of my whole vacation. Till 
after a multitude of uſeleſs endeavours IL begin 
to perſuade myſelf, that 'tis a ſuperfluous. trou-. 


Eh ble to ſtrive to free myſelf; and that it is wif: - 


dom ſ officient if I, can conceal from 0 * 
but you, my. confuſion and weak ness. 
I remove to a diſtance from Your perfor f with 
an intention of ayoiding you as an enemy; ; and 
yet L: inceſſantly ſeck for you in my mind; 1 
recall your image in my memory; and j in ſuch 
| different diſquietudes | 1 betray and contradict 
| myſelf. hate you: I loye vou; ſhame preſſes 3 
me on all ſides ; J am at this moment afraid left. 
I ſhould ſeem more indifferent than, you, and 
yet J am aſhamed to diſcover my trouble. How 


| j weak are we in ourſelves, if we do not ſoppo dort 0 
ourſelves on the Croſs of Chriſt ? ? Shall we have | 
7 ſo little courage, and, ſhall. that uncertainty. 
1 your heart labours with, of ſerving two maf- | i 
ters, affect mine too? You ſee the conſuſion 1 1 
am in, what I blame myſelf for, and What 1 


ſuffer. Religion commands me to purſue vit- 


rue, fince, 1 have e nothing to hope for My love. 3 


* 
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But love ſtill preſerves i its dominion in my y fans. 
Os and entertains e 1 p N 


Memory ſupplies the place of a mil 


ty and duty are not always the fruits o retires | : 


ment; even in deſarts, when the dew of Hea - 
vel falls not us, We love ; what we- ought no . 
longer to love. The paſſions, ſtirred up * 8 
ſolitude, fill thoſe regions of death and eee 
and it is very ſeldom that what pe to be is 
truly followed there, and that God only is love 
ed and ſerved.. Had l always bad ſuch notions 
as theſe, I had inſtructed you better. You _ 
me your maſter; tis true, you vere intruſted to 
my care. I ſaw you, I was earneſt to teach 


you vain ſciences: It coſt you your innocence, | TEL In 
and me my liberty, ' Your uncle, who was Mi 


ſond of you, þecame therefore my enemy, and 
revenged him If on me. If now having loſt 
the power of ſatisfying my. paſſion, I had loſt 
| too that of loving you, I ſhould have ſome cc 0 


ſolation. My enemies would have given 1 me 5 


that tranquillity, which Origen purchaſed by a | 
crime ; How miſerable. am |! My misfortune 
| does not looſe my chains; 1 my paſſion grows. fu- 
. ious by impotence, and that defire I ſtill have 
for you amidſt all my diſgraces, makes me 
more unhap py than the misfortu * iel. * 


— 
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find ill ouch one git) in ip thou 115 | 


13 align think of —— 1 — eas to mind 
| that day when you beſtowed: on. me the firſt 
marks of your tenderneſs. In this condition; 
O lord if I run to proſtrate myfelf before thy 
altars, if Ibeſeech thee to pity me, why does not 
5 the pure flame of thy fpirit conſume the ſacri- 
joe that is offered to thee * Cannot this habit of 
penitence which I wear, intereſt Heaven to 
treat me more favourably ?- But, that is ſtill in- 
exorable, becauſe my paſſion ſtill lives in me, 
the fire is only covered over with deceitful aſh- 
es, and cannot be extinguiſned but by extra- 
dinary grace. We deceive my: but mne 
is hid from 8 
Lou tell me, that 'tis for me vou os under 0 
t veil which covers you; why do you p- 
Phane your. vocation. with ſuch words Why IM 
. provoke jealous God: by s a blaſ phemy I hop- Ml 
_ ed, after our ſeparation, you would have * . 
| 


ech your. ſentiments; I hoped too, that God 
wy 


_ *would have delivered me from the tumult 
my ſenſes and that contrariety wt reigns 
my heart. We commonly die to the affeKtions t 


of thoſe * we ſee 1 no more, and they” OW 


. 
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* 
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urs : Abſence is the tomb of love. But to me 
abſenser i is an unquiet reme nbrance of what 
once loved, which continually torments me. "= 
flattered myſelf that when Iſhanld' ſee you: ne Bb | 
more, You. would only reſt in my ne „„ : 
without giving any trouble to my mind: That 
Bruanyand the ſea would inſpire other thoughts; 
that my faſts and ſtudies would by degrees 
eraze you out of my heart: But in ſpite of ſo- 
vere faſts and redoubled ſtudies, in ſpight of 
the diſtance of three hundred miles which ſepa- 
rates us; your image, ſuch as you deſcribe your- 
ſelf in your veil, een e ns confounds 
all my zeſolutions... [ns 8?9L 
What means l aledÞ Sn 
my own hands againſt myſelf; I have exhauſt-. 
ed my ſtrength in conſtant: exereiſes; I co. 
ment upon St. Paul; I diſpute with Ariftorte ,. 
in ſhort; I do all I uſed to do before Ilaved you, 
but all in vain; nothing can be ſucceſsful that oy 
oppoſes. you. Ohl do not add to my miſeries 
by 1 ee z forget, if you can, your Ly” 
favours, and that right which: they claim ov Cr 
me; permit me to be indifferent. 1 envy Wo os 1 
happineſs: who have never loved; how TH 
and eaſy are they! But the tide of pleaſures has | 
i a reflux of bitterneſs; am but too 
| | „ much 1 
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much convinced now of this; but ti tough am 
no longer deceived by love, Lam not-cured} | 
While my. reaſon” condemns it, my heart de 
_ clares for it. Lam e deplorable, that have nd 
the ability to free myſelf from a- paſſion which | 
ſo many circumſtances, this place, my perſon, 
and my difgraces, tend to defttoy.'” 1 yiel, 
without conſidering, that a reſiſtance ws 4 
wipe out my paſt offences, and would Procur 
me in their ſtead, merit and repoſe. Why 
ſnould ycu uſe eloquence to reproach me for 
my flight, and for my ſilence? Spare the Tec 
tal of our aſſignations, and your conſtant ex- 
actneſs to them; without calling up ſuch! dif. 
turbing thoughts, I have enough to ſuffer. 
What great advantages would philoſophy? give 
us over other men, if by ſtudying it we. could 
learn to govern our paſſions? But how hum- 
| bled ought we to be when we cannot maſter 
them? What efforts, what relapſes, what agi- 
tations do we undergo ? And how. long are'we 
toſt in this confuſion, unable to exert our rea- 
ſon, to poſſeſs our ſouls, or to rule our affections 
What a troubleſome enjoyment is love land 
how valuable | is virtue even upon conſidetation 


of dur own caſe! Recollect your extravagancies 


of 1 gueſs at my diſtractions; ; numbe be. up 


* 
— 


* 


— 


Hows 4er s eons 


tudes ; throw theſe things out of: the 


1 of enjoyments which at firſt appear 


to us, are we ſo weak our whole. Ives that we 
cannot now help writing to each other; covered © _ 
as We are with ſackcloth and aſhes : Ho. much 
happier ſhould we be, if by our hu 
tears we could make our repentance ſure. The 
love of pleaſure 1s not eradicated out of the 
ſoul, but by extraordinary efforts; it has ſo 
powerful a party in our breaſts, that we find 
it difficult to condemn it ourſelves. What ab- 


horrence can I be ſaid to have of my ſins, if the 
objects of the! 


the object which has charmed us, are too nearly | 


related to be immediately ſeparated.” And the 
love of God i in its beginning, e ones not . ly 
1 annihilate the ons of hee V 


r cares, if p poſlible, our griefs, andour inquie- | * 

acc unt, ah | | 

ve have all its remain ing ſoftneſs and 
Ho little-i is that? And yet for ſuch So. 


1 liation and 


m are always amiable to me; 
How can I Krabat from the perſon I love, the 
Paſſion I muſt deteſt ? Will the tears I ſhed be 
ſufficient. to render it odious to me? Iknownot Rs 
how it happens, there is always a pleaſure in 
weeping for a belowed object Tis difficult in 
our ſorrow to diſtinguiſh: penitence from love. 
The memory of the crime, and the memory of 
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: hy 3 erime were —— "Unproinble ho: | 
nour, troubleſome riches, | could never tempt 
me; but thoſe charms, that beauty, that air 
| Which 1 yet behold at thisinftant, have oecafis | 
5 oned my fall. Your looks were the beginning 
bf my N hour eyes, your diſcourſe, pierced 

my heart; and in ſpight of that ar bition and 
glory which filled it, and offered to make a de- 
fence, love ſoon made itſelf maſter. Goch, in 
order to punih me, „ forſook e. His provi 
.,- dence permitted thoſe conſequences which have 
ſince happened. You are no longer of 'the 
world; you have renounced it: Lam a religi- 
ous devoted to ſohtude; ſhall we malce no ad · 
vantage of our condition? Would you deſtroy 
my piety in its infant ſtate? Would you hae 
me forſake the convent into which I am but 
newly entered? Muſt I renounce my vows ? l 
have made them in the preſence of God: Whi- 
ther ſhall I fly from his wrath, if I violate them? 
5 Suffer me to ſeek for eaſe in my duty; How © 
difficult i it is to procure that ! I paſs whole days 
and nights alone in this cloyſter, withont clo- 
ſing my eyes. My love burns fiercer, amidft 
che happy indifference of thoſe: Ab . 


me, and 805 heart is at once pierced with your. . 
|  forrows 
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provoked- yout reſentment againit: me, and 
your anger might work that effect in you 
your virtue could not. If in the world 


liſhed my weakneſs by verſes and love- 


ought not the dark cells of this houſe to con. 


ceal that weakneſs, at leaſt under an wppe: 
ance of piety! Alas! I am ſtill the munen 
1 avoid the evil, I cannot do the good; 


ty, reaſon, and decency, which upon other o- 


caſions have ſuch power over me, are here en- 
urely uſeleſs. The goſpel is a language 1 do 5 
not underſtand when it oppoſes my paſſion. 
Thoſe oaths which I have taken before” tlav ma 0 


ly altar, are feeble helps When 


you. Amidſt fo many Ro a me to. 
my duty, I ear and obey nothing but the ſe- 
cret dictates of a deſperate paſſion. Void of all 
reliſh for virtue, any concern for my. condition, = 
„ n 


ſible L R . eee ee 
more firmneſs of . I ſhould perhaps have = I 


Sr if 
[ ought to join both, in order in a | 
manner of living profitable. But how difficult 
is this in the trouble which ſutrouads me? Du- 
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not to be, and 1 find 4: Hang: no 5 ower, when 
would at any time correct it. I feel a perpet 
al ſtrife between my n and: my 


8 find myſelf entirely a diſtracted lover; ny 
et in the midſt of ſilence, and reſtleſs in this 
abode of peace and 1 How = 
ſuch a condition! eee ate ec ts 
Conſider me no more, I entreat you, as 3A 
founder, or any great perſonage your encomi 
ums do but ill agree with ſuch multiplied weak- 
neſſes. I am a miſerable ſinner, proſtrate be- 
fore my judge, and with my face preſſed to the 
earth, I mix my tears and my ſighs in the duſt, 
Nang the beams of grace and reaſon enlighten 
Come, ſee me 1 in this poſture, and ſollicit 

me to love you? Come, if you think fit, and in 
.your holy habit thruſt yourſelf between God 
and me, and be a wall of ſeparation. / Come, 
and force from me thoſe ſighs, thoughts, and 
8 -vows, which kowe to him only. . Aflift the evil 
_ ſpirits, and be the inſtrument of their malice. 
What cannot you induce a heart to, whoſe 
weakneſs you ſo perfectly know ? But rather 
withdraw yourſelf, and contribute to my 1 ſalva- 


tion. Suffer me to o avoid deſtrudtion, I entreat 
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you of all rims oaths, e 


ple of an abbels; . 


choice; make your virtue a To 6 
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God's. wholly, to Wm you — 


I will never oppoſe ſo pious à deſign. How. 


happy ſhall: Ebe if 1 Ry * ad nd 2 x 


be indeed a religious, and ye Du a 


Make | yourſelf amends by 


men and Angels: Be humble aug 5 your chin 


dren, aſſiduous in your choir, exact in your dif 


cipline, diligent in your reading; make"even_ 
your recreations uſeful. Have you purchaſed 


your vocation at ſo flight a rate, as e. you 


ſhould nat turn it to the beſt advantage? Since 


you have permitted yourſelf to be abuſech by 


falſe doctrine, and criminal inſtructions, reſiſt 
not thoſe good councils which grace and _ 
on inſpire me with. I will confeſs to yauy 1 

have thought myſelf: hitherto: an abler maſter 
to inſtill vice, than to excite virtue. Ny falſe 


eloquence has only ſet off falſe good. My 


heart, drunk with voluptuouſneſs, could onyx 
ſuggeſt” terms proper and on to recom- 
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> enchanting a ſweetneſs, and we are. nati * 
b rally ſo much inclined to taſte it, that it needs 
only be offered to us. On the other hand, the 

chalice of ſaints i is filled with a bitter draught, 
and nature ſtarts from it. And yet you re- 

proach me with cowardice for giving it you 
mißt; 1 willingly ſubmit to theſe: accuſations, 
3 cannot enough admire the readineſs you 
ſhewed to take the religious habit: Bear there- 
fore with courage the croſs which you have 
taken up ſo reſolutely. Dtink of the chalice of 
ſaints, even to the bottom, without turning 
Vour eyes with uncertainty upon me. Let me 

remove far from you, and —_ the an, who / 
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= | Toni intreat me to return, vadea; a pretenee | 
9 of deyotion. Your earneſtneſs in this point 


CcCreates a ſuſpicicn i in me, and makes me doubt- 
4 ful how to anſwer you. Should I commit an 
error here, my words would bluſh, if L may fay 
ſo, after the hiſtory of my misfortunes. The 
church is jealous of its glory, and commands 
that her children ſhould be induced to the-prac- 
tie of virtue by virtuous means. When we 

have approached God: after an unblameabk | 
manner, we may then with boldneſs; invite 
1 others to him. u to > forget Helo to ke 
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her no more, is what: Te ven demands of Abe 
lard; and to expect nothing from Abelard, o 
loſe him, even in idea, is what Heaven vs e 
Hieloſſe. To forget i in the caſe of love, is tlle 
moſt neceſſary penitence; and the moſi difficult. | — 
It is eaſy to recount our faults; H mar - 
through indiſcretion, have made themſelves * 
ſecond pleaſure of this, inſtead of bf” 
them with humility,” The only way to return 
to God i is, by neglecting the creature which We 
have adored, and adoring God whom we be 
neglected. This may appear barſh 81“ RO. 
be done if we would be ſaved. 
Io make it more eaſy, obſery br ere 
you to your vow beſore I took mine; and _ 
don my ſincetity, and the deſign L have of meri- 
ting your neglect and hatred, if I conc 
thing from you of the particulars you enquire 
after. When I ſaw myſelf ſo oppreſſed with; 
my misfortune, my impotency made me ms 
lous, and I conſidered all men as my rivals, 
Love has more of diſtruſt than aſſurances? 1 
was apprehenſive of abundance of things, be- 
cauſe I ſaw I had abundance of defects; and 1 
ing tormented with fear from my own. Sand. 
liwagined your heart, which had been ſo much 
awcuſta to love, would not be long witnout 
N 8 +; entering 
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can g e believe the r moſb ear conſequent. 
Ewasdefirous:to. put mylelf. out of a poſs! 


13 ch of dbubtitg ef you. I was very urgent 


my diſcourſes with kindneſs, you ſometimes in- | 


do perſuade. you, that decency required you. 

- ould withdraw from the envious eyes of the 
world; that modeſty, and our friendſhip, de- 
manded i it; nay, that your own ſafety ob ed 

| gow" to it; and that after ſach a revenge taken 
upon me, you could e to . cure no. : 

| where but in a convent. 05S CE. 
Iwill do you juſtice, you were very a 
perſuaded to it. My jealouſy ſecretly triumph- 
ed over your innocent complianes: and- yet 
triumphant as I was, I yielded you up to GO 
with an unwilling heart. | ſtill kept my gife 
as much as was poſſible, and only parted with | 
it that I might <ffeually put it out of the pow- þ 

er of men. I did not perſuade you. to religion 
out of any regard to your happineſs, but can- 
demned you to it, like an enemy who deſtroys [1 


what he cannot carry off. And yet you | ard 


terrupted me with tears, and preſſed/1 me to ac- 

| quaint you which of the convents was moſt: in 
755 my eſteem. What a comfort did T feel in ſee- 
. you ſhut 8885 e no at eaſe, and toes 

| : „ fatisfaQtion | 
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anus — in the ee iny diſgrace, « and ö 85 1 | 
| * you would return in it no more. = 
But ſtill this was doubtful ; 3 1 imagined » wo- 1 
men x ere inea pable of ma * any con- : ff | 
ſtant reſolutions, unleſs they were forced by the 
neceſſity of fixed vows. I wanted thoſe vows, - 
and Heaven itſelf for your ſecurity, that l might Wee 
no longer diſtruſt ou. Ve holy manſions; ye 
impenetrable retreats, from what Amber 


apprehenſions have you fred me? Relgienand 
piety keep a ſtrict guard round your:;gtates and 


high walls. What'a have of reſt is this ton 
jealous mind] And with what impatience did 
endeavour- it! I went every day trem ling ito, 
exhort you to this ſactifice; 1 athinited, without 
_ daring to-mention-jt/ then, a brigimneſs in your 
beauty which I had never obſerved b dre. 
Whether | it was the bloom of a rifing virtue, or 
an antic ation of that great loſs I was going to 
ſuffer, I was not curious R chuſe, 
but only haſtened your being rofefied; I en- 
gaged your prioreſs in my guilt by 4 criminal 
bribe, with which 1 purchaſed the right of bu- 
rying you. The profeſſed of the houſe were 
allo bribed, and concealed from ybu, by ny d- 


rection all Wann eme 8888 duff guſts. , I: 
TOS 8 3, : omitted 


r 


8 
* * 


13 


9 501 n either little or gr \ 
you had eſcaped all my ſnares, I myſelf wo 
not have retired : I was reſolved to follow you. . 
every where. This ſhadow of myſelf would al- 
ways have purſued your ſteps, and continually | - 
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occaſioned either your confuſion or fear, whic 


1 would have been a ſenſible gratification-to me. 


But thanks to Heaven, you reſolved to make 


a vow;. I accompanied you with terror to the 


foot of the altar: and while you ſtretched out 


your hand to touch the ſacred cloth, I heard you 


pronounce diſtinctly thoſe fatal words which 
for ever ſeparated you from all men. Till 


| then your beauty. and youth: ſeemed to oppoſe ; 
my deſign, and to threaten your return into the 
world. Might not a ſmall: temptation have 
changed. you? Is it poſſible to renounce ones . 
ſelf entirely at the age of two and twenty At 
an age which claims the moſt abſolute: liberty, 7 

| could you think the world no longer worth. 


ry of 
your regard ? How much did I wrong you, and 5 


what weakneſs did I impute to you? You were 


in my imagination nothing but lightneſs and 
inconſtaney. Might not a young woman at 
the, noĩſe of the flames, and the fall of Sodom, 


look back, and pity ſome one perſon? I took 


trem bel 
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trembled at evi ry „5 
ſelf· intereſted r kicks 7 . 3 | 
murder. A love which was be le 0 CR. | 
_ ought aper 1 atmoſt 
bra + (32 Fogg . 4 125 . 
. It is fit you Mod! FORT e 00 . mo. 
ment, when L was convinced of your being en- 
tirely devoted to me, when 1'faw you were in 
finitely w rthy of all my love and acknowledg- 
ment: I imagined could love you no more; I. 
thought it time to- leave off giving you any 
marks of affection; and I conſidered that-by. 
your holy eſpouſals you were now tlie Peculiar 
care of Heaven, even in: the quality of a wife. 
My jealouſy ſeemed to be extinguiſhed : "When: | 
God only is our rival, we have nothing to ſear: 
And being in greater tranquillity than ever be- 
fore, I dared even to offer up pray ers, and be- 
ſeech him to take you· away from my eyes: But 
it was nat a time to make raſh prayers; and my 
faith was too imperfect to let them be heard. 3 
He who ſees the depths and ſecrets of all mens 
hearts, ſaw mine did not agree with my words. 
Neceflity and deſpair were the ſprings of this 
proceeding. Thus 1 inadvertently offered an: ⁵ 
inſult to Heaven, rather than a facrifice. © God ] x 
rejected my offering and my: Prayers, and con- 
6 4. Dy dine 
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ee y puniſhment, by en me to on- 
len love. Thus under ae guilt of an 


1 muſt be tormented all the days of my lun 
If God ſpoke to your heart, as to that 5 a 
nk whoſe i innocence had firſt engaged him 
to heap on it a thouſand ſavours, I ſhould have 
matter of comfort; but to ſee. both of us victims 
of a criminal love; to ſee this love inſult us, 
and inveſt itſelf with dur very habits, as with 
fois it has taken from our: devotion, - fills me 
with horror and trembling. Is this a ſtate of 
reprobation d Or are theſe the conſequences. of 
a long drunkenneſs in prophane love? We can- 
not ſay love is a drunkenneſs and a polſon, 'ull 
we are iuminated by grace; in the mean time 
it is an evil which we doat on. When we ate 
under ſuch a -miſtake, the knowledge of our 
milery is the firſt ſtep towards amendment. 
Who does not know that 'tis for the glory of 
God, to find no other foundation in man for 
his mercy, than man's very weakneſs? When 
he has ſhewed us chis weakneſs, and we. bewail 


it, he ready : to put forth his omnipotence' to 


| afſiſt us. Let us ſay for our comfort, that what 
ue ſuffer is one of thoſe long and terrible temp- 
rations which have ſometunes diſturbed bars mk. 
cations of the moſt * 15 . 
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God can afford his preſene to men, in order* NF f 
to ſoften heir calamities, dhensver be man ny 
think fit. Te was his pleaſure, when yeu too 
the veil, to draw. you to him by his grace. 1 
ſaw your eyes, vhen you fpoke yourlaft fare- 
wel, fixed upon the croſs. It was above fox + 
: months before you wrote me a letter, not du- 
ring all that time did receive any meſſage from 
you. I admiredithis Hlence, which 1 durſt not 
blame, and could not imitate ; I wrote to you, | 
you returned me. no anſwer-: Your heart was 
then ſhut: But this garden of ihe [ſpore is now 
opened, he i is withdrawn from it, and has left 
you alone: By removing from you, he has made 
trial of you; call him back and Itrive to regaim 
him. We muſt have the aliſtance of God, 
that we may break our chains; we have en- 
gaged too deeply in love, to free ourſelves. 
Our follies have penetrated even into the moſt. 
ſacred places. Our amours haue been matter 
of ſcandal to a whole kingdom. There 
and admired; love which produced them, nas 
cauſed them to be Yeſcribed.” We'ſhalt be a 
conſolation for the failings of youth hereafter, 
Thoſe who offend aſter us, will think them f 
| felves leſs gullty. We are criminals whoſe re- 5 
pentanee ig Mt, 0 may it 2 lincere! Let us 
FF 


3 by hate as far As: is.poſhble, the evils we have 1 
done; and let France, which has been the vi 4 
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neſs of our enmeß. be aſtoniſhed at our 


tence. Let us confound all who would imitate 55 
our guilt; let us take the part of God againſt, = 


*% 
3 


ourſelyes, : and by ſodoing prevent his judgment. | 


Our former irregularities require tears, ſhame, 


and ſorrow to ex piate them. Let us offer up 
theſe ſacrifices from our. hearts; let us bluſh, let. Ih 


us WEEP. If i in theſe weak beginnings, Lord, 


our heart is not entirely thine, let it at leaſt be 25 


* 


made ſenſible that it ought to be ſo 


* Deliver yourſelf, Heloiſe, from che ſhameful 5 
| remains of a paſſion which has taken too deep 


root. Remember that the- leaſt thought for 


any other than God. i is an adultery. If vou 


could ſee me here with my meagre face and 


melancholy air, ſurrounded with numbers of 1 


perſecuting monks, who are alarmed at my re- 
putation for learning, and offended at my lean 


[- vilage, . as if J threatened them with a reforma- : 


tion ; what would you ſay of my baſe ſigls, 


and of thoſe un profitable tears which deceive | 


theſe credulous men. Alas! 1 am humbled un- 


and free yourſelf, If) your. vocation be, as vou 
bay, n work, deprive me not of the merit of 


der love, and not under the croſs. Pity me, 
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by your-continual inquierudes: | Tel me that 
you will honour the habit whicl covers. you; WP: 
an inward: retirement. Fear God, that you . 
may be delivered from your Haie Lore 
him, if you would advance in virtue: Be not 
uneaſy im the cloyſter, for it is the dwelling of © 
ſaints. Embrace your bands, they are the chains 
of Chriſt Jeſus: He will lighten them, and bear 
them with you, if you bear them with humility: 
Without growing ſevere to a paſſion. which : - 6 
yet poſſeſſes you, learn from your own miſery 
to ſuccour your weak ſiſters; pity ther 8 
conſideration of your on faults. And if any: 
thoughts too natural ſhall importune you- ay. 
to the foot of the croſs, and beg for merey; 
there are wounds open; lament befcire the dy 
ing deity: At the head of a religious ſociety:be - 
not a ſlave, and having rule over queens, begin 7 1 
to govern yourſelf. Bluſh at-theleaft revolt f 
your ſenſes. Remember that even at the foot © © | 
of the altar we often ſactifice' to lying ſpirits; .. 
and that no incenſe can be more agrecable'ts > 
them, than that which in thoſe holy places 
ee in the heart of a religious ſtil} ſenſible of 
paſſion and love. If during your abode i in the 
world, your ſoul has acquired a habit of — 
| feel | it. now no more rt _ "Jobs Chriſt. - RE WE 


= have waſted upon the world, and 
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pent of all the moments of your life which you 
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ſure; demand them of me, 'tis a robbery u Eu 4 
& am guilty of; take cONragge, and W re- 
proach me with it. 7 

I have been indeed your iter, ware it-was i 
only io teach you lin. Lou call me your fa- 

ther; before I had any claim to this tidle, Ide- 
fervet that of paricide. Tam your brother, but 
us the aſſinity of bur crimes that has purchaſed 
me that diſtinction. I am called your huſband; 
but it is after a publick ſcandal. If you hoy 
abu led the ſanctity of ſo many venerable. names . 
in the ſuperſeription of your letter, to do me | 

; honour, and flatter your on paſſion, blot them : 
out, and place in their ſtead thoſe of a mur- 
derer, a villain, an enemy, who has conſpired | 
againſl your honour, troubled your quiet, and 
bettayed your innocence. You would have pe. 
riſhed through my means, but for an extraor- 
dinary act of grace, which, that you might be 


1 ö faved; has thrown me FOOD) in the OY of Loh 


* ad 


. courſe. | 

This is the 110 ies you 1 to how of 4 
lugitive, who endeavours to deprive you'of the | 
hope of ſeeing him any more. But when love 


bak once been eo, 4 how difficult is it to.de- 
termine 
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termine to love no more ? Tis a thouſand! times , 
more eaſy to renounce the world than love. 1 
rd, 1 think no 
more of ĩt; but my heart ſtill wandering, will 


hate this deceitful faithleſs w. 


eternally. make me feel the anguiſh of having | 

loſt you, in ſpite of all the convictions of my 
underſtanding. In the mean time, though I 
| ſhould be fo cowardly, as to retract what yon 
have read, do not ſuffer me to offer myſelf to 
your thoughts, but under this laſt notion. Re- 
member my laſt endeavours were to ſeduee 
your heart. You periſhed by my means, and 
| with you | The fame waves ſwallowed "us : 
both up, We waited . for death with indiffer- | 
ence, and the ſame death had carried us head- 
long to the ſame puniſhments, But providence 


has turned off this blow, and our ſhipwreck has. 
thrown us into a haven. There are ſome whom 


the mercy of God faves by afflictions. Let my 
falvation be the fruit of your prayers! Let me 
owe it to your tears or exemplary hold? 
Though my heart, Lord! be filled with the 
love of one of thy creatures, thy hand can when 
It pleaſes draw out of it thoſe ideas which fill 
its whole capacity. To love Heloife truly, i is to 
leave her entirely. to that quiet Which retirement | 
and virtue afford. I have reſolved it: this tet-. 
ter r ſhall be my laſt fault. Adieu. 
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If I die here, 1 will give orders that 1 my 
be carried to the houſe of the Nrruclete. 2 ou 
ſhall ſee me in that condition; not to demand 
tears from you, twill then be too late; weep ra. 

5 ther for me now, to extinguiſn that fire which - 
burns me. You ſhall ſee me, to- ſtrengthen 
your piety, by the horror of this carcaſe, and my 
death, then more eloquent than I can be, will 
tell you what you love, when you love a man. 
F hope you will be contented, hen you have 
finiſhed this mortal life, to be buried near me; 
Your cold aſhes need then fear nothing, and 
my tomb will by that means be more rich and 
more renowned. FF Ke 
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HELOISE, 40 ELA 


b the een Tetter the paſſon- of - Heloiſe 
breaks out with more violence than ever. 75 hat 

. which ſhe had.received from Abelard, inflead- 
of fortifying ber reſolutions, Served only. 0 
revive” in ber memory all their. 22 endear-. 
ments and misfor tunes. | With this impreſſion, 
ſhe writes again to her huſband ; and 0 pears 


now, not ſo much-in the character of a 4 las. 5 


ous, Ariuing with the remains of ber former 
weakneſs, as in that of an unhappy woman 
abandoned to all the tranſport, 7 love and 


deſpair. 


Crit Feſus. 


my misfortunes, I hoped to- find nothing i in it 


beſides arguments of comfort. But how inge 


nious are lovers in tormenting themſelves! 


judge of the exquiſite ſenſibility and force of 4 


JE 


70 Abelard 5 ls. in Cori A 7 
fr:m Heloiſe bis well beloved in the N 


Read the letter I del a you en 
abundance of impatience: In ſpite of all 


* * 
a. 


156 Ho ABELARD, 75 
my love, by chat which cauſes the grief of my 
foul. I was dift ech at the fuperſcriptior 
your letter; why d you place the name of 
 Heloife before that of Abelard? What means 
this moſt cruel and unjuſt diſtinktion 1 'T'wis 
your name only, the name of father, and of a 
- huſband, which my eager eyes ſought after. 1 
did not look for my own, which I much rather, 
if poſlible, forget, as being the cauſe of your 
misfortune. The rules of decorum, and | the 
character of maſter and director which you have 
over me, oppoſed that ceremonious manner of 
addreſſing me; and love commanded you to ba- 
niſh it: Alas! you know-all this but too well, 
Did you write thus to me before cruel for- 
tune had ruined my happineſs ? 1 ſee your heart 
has deſerted me, and you have made greater ad- 
vances in the way of devotion than I could wiſh: 
Alas! [ am too weak to follow you ; ondeſcer 
at leaft to ſtay for me, and animate me with 
your advice. Will you have the cruelty to 
abandon me ? The fear of this ſtabs. my, heart: 
But the. fearful preſages you make at the latter 
end of your letter, thoſe terrible images you 
draw of your death, quite diſtract me. Ciuel 
Abelard) you ought to have ſtopped my tears, 
and you make. ther flow. You ought to have 
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Tea dels Haben eee mould 't 


care of your aſhes; and pay them che laſt du- I 


Alas! in What remper did you/condeive 
theſe mournful ideas? And how:could you de- 


{cribe. them to me? Did not the apprehenſion of 


cauſing my preſent death make tlie pen drop | 


from your hand? You'did not reflect, I fup- | 


poſe, upon all thoſe torments to which you were 


going to deliver me. Heaven, as ſevere as ME... 
has been againſt me, is not in {6 great a degree 5 
ſo, as to permit me to live one motnent aſter 


you. Life, without my Abelarg, is an unſup- | 
portable puniſhment, and death a moſt Exqui- - 
ite happineſs, if by that means [can be united, = 
with him. If Heaven hears the prayers I on. 
tinually make for you, your days will be = | 


longed, and you wilt bury me. 


Is it not your part to prepare me by your 
powerful exhortations againſt that rent Cs ; 


which ſhakes the moſt reſfohy* 


a ; _ 


minds? Is it not your part to receive my lat 7 
ſighs, take care of my funeral, and give an act 
count of my manners and faith 7 Who but you 
can recommend us worthily 10 God, and by the 
krvgur and merit tor "ow: prayers, conduet thoſe 
ſouls 


£ carried to the houſe of the Faraclete; to the in- 


. Here 0 1 * fo. A B-ÞL A N v. + 1 

ſouls d 3 phich you have joined to his wor hip hy 
f ſolemn contracts? We expect theſe pious offices 

from your paternal charity. After this you 
Vill be free from thoſe diſquietudes which now 
moleſt you, and you will quit life with more 
eaſe whenever it ſhall pleaſe God to call von 
away. Lou may follow us content with what 
you have done, and in a full aſſurance of our 
| happineſs.” But till then write not to me-any 
ſuch terrible things: Are we not already-ſuffic 
.ently miſerable? Muſt we aggravatę our ſot- 
rows? Our life here i is but a languiſhing death; 
vill you haſten it? Our preſent diſgraces: are 
ſufficient to employ. our thoughts continually, 
and ſhall we ſeek for new arguments of grief 
futurities? How void of reaſon are men, ſaid $6 
neca, to make diſtant evils preſent by reflecti· 
on, and to take peas, before 88 to loſe ol 
the comforts of Mer: 

When you have Eniſhed yaur _ bade 
low, you ſay it is your deſire that your boch be 


— — 


tent that being always expoſed to my. eyes, you 

may be for ever preſent to my mind and'tha 
Four dead body may ftcengthen our piety, and 
- animate our prayers. Can you think that the 
I traces you have drawn in 1 my heart can ever be. 


— 


2 ; oft 
1 
7 
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vorn out; or chat any length of time can ; obli- | 
terate the memory we have here of your bene- 


gts? And what time ſhall I find for thoſe pray- 
Vers you ſpeak of? Alas! Lihall then be Alled | 


je MW vith other cares. Can fo heavy a mis bo 


reaſon reſiſt ſuch powerful aſſaults > When 1 am 


againſt Heaven itſelf, I ſhall not ſoften it by my 
prayers, but rather provoke it by my eries and 
reproaches } But how ſhould 1 pray: Or how 
bear up againſt my grief? I ſhould be more ur- 
gent to follow you, than to pay you the ſad ce- 
xemonies of burial. It is for you, for Abelard, 


n Wl that I have reſolved to live; if you are raviſhed. - 

„from me, what uſe can I make of my miſerable. 

„days? Alas! What lamentations ſhould I make, 
if Heaven, by a cruel pity, ſhould preſerve me 


ſhall I be then, if I ſhould fee this dreadful hour ?. 
Forbear therefore to infuſe into my mind ſuch 
mournfulthou ghts, if! not for love, atleaſt for pity. 

You deſire me to ę 
and to be wholly: God's, to whom I am conſe- 
crated, How can I do that, when you frighten 
me N a eee that; aan JOG: 


1 


n 


leave me a moment's quiet 2 Can my. feeble- 15 


till that moment? When [ but think of this laſt 
ſeparation, I feel all the pangs of death; What 


give myſelf up to my aury,: - 


litracted and raving, (if dare to ſay it) even = 1 


1 ; 


e 


8 'N — 
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my mind day and night? When an cvil then. 
ens us, and it is impoſſible to ward it off, "hi 
do we give up ourſel ves to the unprofitable ſet 

ol it, which is . even eee "thin 
the evil irſelf? $0 ; 1211175, a 
What have 1 to FR beende this lofs of you} 

W hat can confine me to earth, when Den 
hall have taken away from me all that was dei 
upon it? I have renounced without difficulty 
all the charms of life, preſerving only my low, 
and the ſecret pleafure of thinking inceſſanth 
of you, and hearing hat you live. And get 
alas! you do not live for me, and I dare not even 
; flattermyſelf with the hopes. that] ſhalleveren- 
Joy a fight. of you more! This is the greateſt 
my afflictions; mercileſs: fortune! haſt thou nd 
perſecuted me enough? Thou doſt not give n 
any reſpite; thou haſt exhauſted all thy vent: 
ance upon me, and reſerved thy ſelf; nothing 
whereby thou may'ſt appear terrible to others 
Thou haſt wearied thyſelf in tormenting "a, 
and others have nothing now to fear from ti 
anger. Rut ro what purpoſe doſt thou ſtill am 
thyſelf againſt me? The wounds 1 have already 
received leave no room for new ones ; hy cans 
not I urge thee to kill me? O doft hon fe # | 
i amidſt the numerous torments thou heapeſt% 


N doſt thou fear chat ſuch a firoke v ould te 
Wl 
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er me 80 415 eee preſ — | 
pen es W 1a, og aprons. | 

moment; | | | 
Dear et vg ahi WU Was * | 

iny thing ſo miſerable 1 The higher you raiſed 5 


me above: other: wamen who -envied/me- yqur 


love, the more ſenſible am I how of the loſs of 85 
your heart. 1 was;exajted to the top of happi- 
zeſs, only that Limight have a mere terrible fall: 
Nothing could formerly: be compared to: my: 
pleaſures, andinothing now.can equal my miſe- 
y. My glory once raiſed the envy of- rivals; 
my preſerit wrorchednefs moves the compaſſion . 
of all that ſee me. My fortune has been always | 
in extremes, ſhe has 2aped's 
lightful favours,” that ſhe might load me with _ 
the greateſt of her aff 11 E ions. Ingenious in tor- 5 
wenting me, ſhe has made the memory of tie 
joys I have loſt, an inexhauſtible ſpeing of my 
tears. Love, wh MN poſſeſt, was her greateſt 
gift, being taken away, occaſions all my ſorrow: 
in ſhort, her malice has entirely ſucceeded; and 
find my preſent afffict ions proportionably bitter 


as the tran ſports which charmed me were ſweet; _ 


But what aggravates my ſufferings. yet more, ” 
Is, that we began-to be miſerable-at a time when . 
ve min . e deſerve it. While a ve 


me her maſt de- 


gave ourſelves up to th 
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| enjoyment 15 a crimi: 
nal love, t nothing oppoſed our vicious Pleaſure 
But ſcarce had we retrenched what was -unlay: 
tals in our paſſion, and taken refuge in marriage 
againſt that remorſe which might have Purſuel 
. us, e the whole wrath of Heaven fell on us in 
all its weight. But how barbarous was yout 
puniſhment? The very remembrance makes 
me ſhake with horror. Could an outrageous 
nuſband make: a villain ſuffer more that bad 
diſhonoured his bed? Ah! what right] hada cru- 
el uncle over us? We were joined to each other 
even before the altar, which ſhould have Pro- 
tected you from the rage of your enemies. Muſt 

a wife draw on you that puniſhment which 
ought not to fall on any but an adulterous lo- 
ver f Beſides, we were ſeparated; you wer buſy 
in your exerciſes, and inſtructed a learned audi- 
tory in myſteries which the greateſt geniuſes be- 
fore you were not able to penetrate < and I, in 
obedienge to you, retired tõ a cloyſter. 4 then 
ſpent whole days in thinking of you, and ſome- 
times meditating on holy leſſons, to which Len- 
deavoured to apply myſelf. In this very june 
ture you became the victim of the moſt unbap- 
py love. You alone expiated the crime com- 
mon to us both: Jou only were puniſhed, 
though both of us were guilty. You, le 
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leaſt! fol was the object of the Whole vengeance £3" 
of a barbarous man. But why ſhould I rave „„ 
your ; aſſaſſins? i wretched I, have ruined you, 
| have been the original of all your misfortunes . 


Good Heaven! Why vas L born to be theo 


it is for pee man to.fu ſuffer himſelf to be moy-, $55; 
ed by our ſex.! He ought from his infancy tobe 
he to ijnfenſibility. of heart, againſt all. our 5 


charms. ' Hearken, my Jo on (laid formerly the 5 


wileſt of men) attend, and keep my inflrudtions. 3, 18 8 


Ht ful woman by her Look endeavour. to 


and follow not the paths zwhich ſbe directs. 8 


death itſelf is a leſs dangerous evil than b beauty. 
Tis theſhipwreck of liberty, a fatal ſnare, from 
which it is im poſſible ever to get free. 'Twas 


woman which threw down the firſt man fm 


that glorious condition in which Heaven had 
placed him.” She who: was. created i in order to 
partake of his happineſs, was the ſole cauſe « - 
his ruin. How bright had been thy glory, 
Sampſon, if thy heart had been as firm againſt _ 
the charms W_ Da as een che re 1 


bouſe is the gate of deftrudion and death. have TED 
bong examined things, and have band that 3 
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of the Philiflimes !* A woman diſarmed as 1 A 


OE thee, who ladſt been a glorious conquer 
or of armies. Thou ſaw ſt thyſelf d eee . 
to the hands of chy enemies; thou waſt dep; 


ved of thy eyes, thoſe inlets of rays. into 5 


ful: Diſtracted and de 


without any conſolation but that of ecke thy 


enemies in thy deſtruckion. Solomon, that he 


might pleaſe women, forſook the care of pleaſing 


God. That King, whoſe wiſdom princes came 
from all parts to admire; he whom God had 
_ choſe to build him a temple, abandoned the 
worſhip of thoſe very-altars he had defended, 


and proceeded. to ſuch-a pitch of folly as even 


to burn incenſe to Idols. Job had no ene 
more cruel than his wife: What temptations did 
> "he not bear? The evil ſpirit who had declared 
himſelf his perſecutor, employed a woman as an 
inſtrument to ſhake his conſtancy. nd the 
ſame evil ſpirit made Heloiſe an inſtrument to 
ruin Abęlard All the poor comfort T have is 
that I am not the voluntary cauſe of your mis- 
fortunes. I have not betrayed: you; but my 
| conſtancy and love has been deſtruCtive:to-you. 
If Thave committed a crime in having; Joved you 
with conſtancy, I ſhall never be able g e 


. of * crime. dee þ gave mY ey too 
| 4 755 much 
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much to the captivity of thoſe ſoft errors into 
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. which my riſing paſſion ſeduced 1 me. Lhaxeen⸗ 0 92 


deavoured to pleaſe yon, even at the expence ok 
my virtue, and therefore deſerve thoſe pains ] | 
feel, My guilty tranſports could not but: 3 
a tragical end. As ſoon as I was perſuaded 3 
your love, alas, I ſcarce delayed a moment re. 
ſigning myſelf to all your dere To. be | 


1 


beloved by Abelard, was, in my eſteem, too | 


much glory, and ] too impatiently deſired it, 

not to believe it imme diately, -F e 1deavoured a 
at, nothing but convincing you, of my. ptmoſt 
paſſion. I made no uſe of thoſe defe nces of dis- 
dain and honour; thoſe enemies of pleaf ure 
which tyrannize over our ſex, made i in me but i 
weak and unprofitable. reſiſtance. I fac cri 


412 1 


rificed 
all to my love, and I forced my, duty to Be 
Place to the ambition of e happy ther mol 
config had been able to flop 1 me, it 190 
have been without doubt the intereſt of r my love. 5 
1 feared leſt having nothing further for yon to 


deſire, your paſſion might become 1 and 1 


you might ſzek for new pleaſures j in ſome new 

conqueſt. But it was eaſy for you to cure me | 

of a ſuſ picion ſo oppoſite to my own inclination. 

ſought 0 have foreſeen other more certain evils, ; al 
ö T 


Fad IF 


| 85 H Fer to Ae be 
and to have confidered that the idea of loſt en 
- Joyments would be the trouble of my whole fe. 
How happy ſhould I be, could I Wach out 
with my tears the memory ef thoſe pleaſures, 
Which yet I think of with delight? At leaſt 
will exert ſome generous endeavour, and by 
ſmothetring in my heart thofe deſires to which 
the frailty of my nature may give birth, I Will 
exerciſe torments upon myſelf, like thoſe: the 
rage of your enemies has made you ſuffer. 
Will endeavour by that means to ſatisfy you at 
leaft, if I catinot appeaſe an angry God, For 
to ſhew you what a deplorable condition Tam 
in, and how far my repentance is from being 
available, I dare even accuſe Heaven every mo- 
ment of cruelty, for delivering you into thoſe 
Tnares 1 which were prepared for you. My re- 
pinings kindle the divine wrath, when 1 ſhould 
endeavour to draw down mercy. 
Inn oider to expiate a crime, tis not ſufficient 
that we bear the puniſhment; whatever we ſuf- 
fer is accounted as nothing, if the paſſions ſtill 
continue, and the heart is enflamed with the 
| Yate defines.” n At eaſy matter to confeſs a 
weakneſs, and to inflict ſome puniſhment upon 
ourſelves; but ' tis the laſt violence to our na- 
ture to extinguiſh the. memory of pleafures, 1 
f- - which | 


5 Rgbis to, A's p. 467 | 1 
- which 9 8 ſweet, habit have f air di ahſalufe = | 4 
5e of. our minds. How many perſons Wn 


i their all, yet fu e being aflied for 
them, take a.new pleaſure in the relating them. 
Bitterneſs af heart ought to accampany.the con- 
ſeſſion of the mouth, yet that. very. rarely hap- 
pens. I, who have experienced ſo many plea- 
ſures i in loving you, feel, in ſpite of myſelf chat 
1 cannot repent of them, nor forbear enjoying 
them 'oyer again as much as is poſſible, by re- 
3 collecting them in my memory. Whatever en- 
deavours. I uſe, on whatever fide I turn me, the 
ſweet idea ſtill purſues me, and every object 
brings to my mind what ougbt to forget. Du- 
ring the ſtill. night, when my heart ought to be 
quiet. in che midſt of fleep, which; ſuſpends:the 
greateſt diſturbances, I cannot avid thoſe illu- 
ſions my heart entertains, 1 think Lam Bll 
with! my dear Abelard... 1 te Jum, 1 peak to 
him, and hear him anfbwer, Charme With Sach 
other, we geit our; philolophie Hudics: t enter- 


tam ourſelves with gur paſlion. Sometimes too = 
I ſeem to. be a witneſs of the bloody enterpriſe 


of ydur enemies; oppoſe their fury; I fill our 
| PHU fearful cpies,. and in the moment. ' 
| awake; in vers. Even i in holy, places 7 


— 
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the altar 1 carry with me the metnory. of our 
-guilty loves. They are my whole ' bulinek, 
and far from lamenting for having been ſequ- 
.ced, I ſigh for having loſt them. * 

I remember (for nothing is forgot by lovers) 
the time and place in which you firſt declared 
your love to me, and ſwore you would love me 

till death. Your words, your oaths, are all 

deeply graven in my heart. The diſorder of 
my diſcourſe diſcovers to every one the trouble 
of my mind. My ſighs betray me; and your 
name is continuallyin my mouth, When Iam 
in this condition, why doſt not thou, O Lord! 
pity my weakneſs and ſtrengthen me by thy 
grace ? You are happy, Abelard, this grace has 
prevented you; and your misfortune has been 

the occafion of your finding reſt. The puniſh- 2 
ment of your body has cured the deadly wounds 
of your ſoul. The tempeſt has driven you in- 
to the haven. God, who ſeemed to lay his hand 

Heavily upon you, ſought only to help you: He 

is a father chaſtiſing, and not an enemy re- 
0 venging ; a wiſe Phyſician, putting you to ſome 
pain in order to preſerve your life. 1 am a 

_ - thouſand times more to be lamented than you; 

1 have a thouſand paſſions to combat with. 1 


ceruſt reſiſt thoſe fires which love kindles in a 
young 
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n „ ABELARD: 16% at 
young heart. Our ſex is nothing but weak-: | 
neſs,jand.. 1 have the greater diffculty to defend 
myſelf, becauſe the enemy that attacks me 
pleaſes me; 1 doat on the danger- which threat- 
ens me, how then can I avoid falling? $148 

In the midſt of theſe ſtruggles, 1 endeavour. 
ut leaſt to conceal : my weakneſs from thoſe your 
: have entruſted to my e care. All who are about. 
me admire my virtue, but could their eyes pe- 
netrate into my heart, what wouldthey not diſ- 
cover? My paſſions there gre in a rebellion; I 
preſide « over others, but cannot rule m ſelf. 1 3 | 
have but a kalle covering, a and this ſeeming vir- 
tue is a real vice. Men Judge r me praiſe wor- 
thy, but Yam guilty before God, from whoſe | 
all-ſceing eye nothing is. hid, and who views, 
through all their foldings, the ſecrets of all - 4 
hearts. I cannot eſcape his diſcovety. And 
yet it is a great deal to me to maintain even 
this appearance of virtue. This troubleſome 4 5 
| hi pocriſy is in ſome ſort commendable. Igire 3 
no ſcandal to the world, which! is ſo eaſy totake 
bad im preſſions. 15 do not ſhake the virtue of 
theſe feeble ones Who are under my conduct. 
With my heart full of the love of i man, Lex 4 
hort them at leaſt to love only God: Charmed 3 
wich the Pak of worldly pleafures, Lendeavom ur 


170 19h 47448. 
ro ſhew them that they are all deceit and vary. 
F have Juſt ſtrengrh enough to conceal” from 
them nu inclinations, and T Took upon that a 

Re powerful effect of grace. If i it is not ſafes. 44 
ent to make me embrace virtue, 'tis enough 10 
keep me from committing ſin. e 
And yet it is in vain to endeaveur to ſeparate | 
thoſe two things. They mult be guilty 1 who 
merit nothing; and they” depart from virtue 
| who delay to approach . Beſides, we wut 
to have no other motive than tlie love of God; 
alas! what can I then hope for? 1 own, to my. 
confirſi ion, I fear more the offending a man, 
than the provoking God, and ſtudy leſs 10 
pleaſe him than you. Ves, etwas your com- 
mand only, and not a fincere vocation, as is 
imagined, that ſhut me up in theſe cloyſters. 1 
ſought to give you eaſe, and not to ſandtify 
myſelf. How unhappy. am 1? I tear mylell if 
from all that pleaſes me, I bury myſelf here. 
alive, I exerciſe myſelf in the molt rigid faſt⸗ 
| Gs and ſuch ſeverities as cruel laws impoſe © on 
us; 1 feed myſelf with tears and ſorrows ; ; and 

a0 heben this 1 deſerve nothing for al 
the hardſhips I ſuffer. My falſe picty has long 
deceived you as well as others; you have 


OVEN me eaſy, and 3 1 Was more diſturbed 
han 


 HuraranmAsrLAry 17: 
dan ever. Tou Le yourſelf b was — 
wholly taken up wiah, my, duty, Vet, Lhad.na Nl 
buſineſs. Pa way pooh thi miſtake. yon de- 
fire. my prayers, alas 1 muſt; expect y ours, 
Do not. preſume, upon my virtue and my cares | 
am Waverlngy, and you muſt fix me by vr 
advice. Jam yet feeble, rant ee e 
guide me by your counſel. 3 
What: ogcafion; had you e me > Praiſe 
is often hurtful ro.thoſe.on. whom it is, beſtowed, 
A ſecret vanity ſprings up in, the heart, blinds 
us, Ki Fa int us N wat are uy 
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N aims tes our. deuten, A Lncere friend 
diſguiſes: nothing, from us, and far from. paſſing 
a light hand over the wound, makes us fell it the 
more intenſely, by applying remedies. Why 
do you nat deal after this manner with me? 
Will you be eſleemed a baſe dangerous flat- 
terer; ox, if you chance to ſee any thing « com- 
mendable i in me, have you no fear that vanity, | 
which is ſo natural to all women, ould quite 
efface it? But let us not judge of virtue by, out- ; 
ward ap pearances, for then the reprobate as 
well as the elect may lay claim to it. An art- 
ful impoſtor may by his addreſs gain more ad- 
miration, than the true zeal of a ſaint, | 
H4 
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= The heart of 1 man is a labyrinth whoſe wind- 
ings are very difficult to be diſcovered. 1 
praiſes: you give me are the more dangerons, in 
regard that I love the perſon who gives them. 
The more I deſire to pleaſe you, the readier am 
T to believe all the merit you attribute to me. 
Ah, think rather how to ſupport my weak 
neſſes by wholeſome remonſtrances! Be rather 
fearful than confident of my ſalvation: Say our 
virtue is founded u pon weakneſs, and that thoſe 
only will be crowned who have fought with the 
greateſt difficulties: But I ſeek not for that 
crown which is the reward of victory, Jam con- 
tent to avoid only the danger. It is eaſier to 
keep off, than to win a battle. There are ſe- 
veral degrees 1 in glory, and I am not awbitious 
cf the higheſt, thoſe I leave to ſouls of great 
courage, who have been often victorious. * 
ſeek not to conquer, out of fear leſt 1 ſhould be 
overcome. Happy enough, if I can eſcape 
ſmipu reck, 20d at left gain the port, Heaven 
3 commands me to renounce that fatal paſſion. 
which unites me to you; but oh! my heart will 
never be able to conſent to it. ee 6 
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Heloiſe bad been dangerouſly Mat the convent 7 5 
the Paraclete : "Immediately upon ber recovery, | 
pe wrote this letter to Abelard. She ſeems 
_ now to have diſengaged he ſelf from him, and 
10 babe reſolved tothink of nothing but re- 
pentance; yet diſcovers ſome emotions, which 
mate it doubtful" whether devotion ; had en- 
tirehy triumphed over we Paſſion 66! 
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5 EA. R Abelard, ow; expect a ps 1 
1 ſhould accuſe you of negligence. Yous | 
have not anſwered my laſt letter, and thanks to 
Heaven in the condition I now am, tis a * 
pineſs to me that you ſhew ſo much inſenſibi- 
lity for the fatal paſſion which had engaged me 
to you; at laſt, Abelard, you have loſt: Heloiſe 

for ever: N otwithſtanding all the oaths I made 
do think of nothing but you only, and to be en- 
tertained with nothing but you, I have baniſh- - 
ed you from my thoughts, I have. forgot vou. 
Thou charming idea of a lover I once adored. 
thou wilt no more be wy; apps! Dear in ke 4 


+ — 
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of Abelard / Thou wilt no more follow me cve- 
ry where, T will no more remember thee. Oce- 
lebrated merit of a man, who in ſpicht of his 
enemies is the wonder of his age! O! enchant- 
ing pleaſures to which" Helbig emiteſy reſignet 
herſelf, you, you kavg been my tormentors. I. 
confeſs, Abelard, without a bluſh, my infide- . 
liiy: Let my inconſtancy. teach the world that 
there i is no depending upon the promiſes of wo- 
men; they are all ſubject to change. This trou- 
bles you, Abelard; this news without doubt ſur- 
prizes you; you could never imagine Heloiſe 
ſhould be inconſtant. She was prejudiced by 
ſo ſtrong an inclination. to you, that you cannot 
conceive how time could alter it. But be un; 
deceived, am going to' diſcover to you my 
falſeneſs, though inſtead of re proaching te 
perſuade myfelf you will ſhed tears of Joy. 
When I ſhall have told you what rival hath ra- 
viſhed my heart from you, you will praiſe my 
inconſtancy, And will pray this rival to fix it: 
By this you may Judge chat tis God alone that 
takes Heloife from you. Fes, my dear Abelard, 
he gives my mind that. tranquillity which a 
quick remembrance of our misf6rrames would 
not ſuffer me to eyoy. Juſt Heaven! What | 
other rival conld: takte me from vou Could you 
1 5 io 
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; from my heart? Could you' thinks me'guilty of E 
ſacrifeing the virtuous ane learned Abelur {to 
any other but to Ged? No; I believe you have 
done me juſtice in this point. 4 queſtion” not 
but you are impatient to now what medti! d 
uſed to accompliſh ſo great an end; 
yon, and wonder at the ſeeret ways: of provi- 
dence. Some few days after yot ſerit me yoπtẽ 
laſt letter I felt dangerouffy ill, the phiyffeians 
gave me over; and expected cerfant” Wan. 
Then it was, that my paſſion, wh Wi 
fore ſeemed innocent, appeared criminal to me. 
My memory repreſented faichfully to me all the. 
paſt actions of my life, and 1 confeſs to vo my. 
love was the only pain I felt. Death, which. 
till then I had always conſidered as at a dif- Ne 
tance, now preſented itſelf to me ſuch as it ap- 
pears to ſinners. began to dread the urath o ＋ 
God, now Lwas going to experience i it; and I 
repented: I had made no better uſe of dee | 
Thoſe tender letters I have wrote to you; and 
thoſe paſſionate converſations I hay 
you, gave me as much pain now, as they: for- 
N. did pleaſure. Ah! miſerable Helor/e, ſaid 

, if it is a crime to give one's-{elf up to ſuch- | 
fe tranſports: and if after this life is end BY: 
punifhment certainly follows them, , why OW 
: at = 
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chou, not reſiſt, ſo dangerous an inclination? 
13 Think on the tortures that are prepared for 
thee, conſider wich terror that ſtore of torments, 
and recollect at the ſame time thoſe pleaſures 
which thy deluded ſoul thought ſo entrancing. 0 
Ah, purſued I, doſt thou not almoſt deſpair for 
having rioted in ſuch falſe pleaſures? In ſhort, 
Abelard, imagine all the remorſe of mind Iſuffer- 
ed, and vou Alper be anne "ay change * 


not le SH its ident ne in ho ond of "A 
lence, and retirement heightens them. Since r 
have been fhut up within theſe walls, I have 
done nothing but weep for our misfortunes. 
This cloy ſter has reſounded with my cries, and 
like a wretch condemned to eternal ſlavery, I 
have worn out my days in grief and fighing. 
Inſtead of fulfilling God's merciful deſign upon 
me, I have offended him; I have looked upon 
this ſacred reſuge, like a frightful priſon, and 
have borne with unwillingneſs the yoke of the 
Lord. Inſtead of ſanctifying myſelf by a life 
ol penitence, I have confirmed my reprobation. 
What a fatal wandering ? But, Abelard, I have 
torn off the bandage which blinded me, and if 
dare rely upon. the emotions which I have felt, 


1 hi ve made myſelf worthy. of. your eſteem. 
f 1 
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You are no more that amorgus A elard, ho, 
to gain a private converſation with me by night, 
uſed inceſſantly to contrive new ways to de- 
ceive the vigilance of our obſervers. The mis- | 
fortune which happened to you after ſo many 
happy moments gave you a horror for vice, and 
you inſtantly conſecrated the reſt of your days 
to virtue, and ſeemed to ſubmit to this neceſſity 
willingly. I indeed, more tender than you, 
and more ſenſible of ſoft pleaſures, bore this 
misfortune with extreme impatience; you have 
heard my exclamations againſt yout enemies. 
Lou have ſeen my whole reſentment i in thoſe 
letters I wrote to you. *T'was this without 
doubt which deprived me of the eſteem of my 
Abelard : You were alarmed at my tranſports,, - 
and if you will confeſs the truth, you, perhaps, 
deſpaired of my ſalvation. You could not fore- 8 
ſee that Heloiſe would conquer ſo reigning a 
paſſion; but you have been deceived, Abelard;. 
my weakneſs, when. ſu pported by grace, hath 
not hindered me from obtaining a. complete vic- 
tory. Reſtore me then to your good opinion Fo 
your own piety ought to ſolicit you to this. 
But what ſecret trouble riſes.in my ſoul, what 
unthought of motion oppoſes the reſolution 1 
formed of ſighing no more for Abelard Juſt 
1 Heaven. | 
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Heaven! Have I not yet tiumphed over my 
love? Unhappy Helo as lot. S as thou draw. = 

eſt a breath it is decreett thou muſt love A 

luaurd; weep, unfortunate wrete that thou art; 
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thou never hadſt a more juſt occathon.” Newt 
ought to die with grief: Grace had overtaken 
me, and I had promiſed to be faithful to ir, but 


Ino petjure myſelf, and faerifiee even grace to 


Abelard. This ſacrilegious ſacrifice. fills up 


the meaſure of my iniquities. After this can! 


hope God ſhould open to me the treaſures of 
his mercy? Have not tired our his forgiveneſs? 
F began to offend him from the moment I firſt 


faw Abelard ; an unhappy ſympathy engaged 
us both in a criminal commerce ; and God raiſ- 


ed ns up an enemy to ſeparate us. I lament 


and hate the misfortune which hath lighted up- 
on us, and adore the caufe. All! 1 ought ra · 


ther to explain this accident as the ſecret! ordi- 

nance of Heaven, which difa pproved- of our en- 
gagement, and apply myſelf to extir pate my 
paſſion. How much better were it entirely” 0 


forget the object of it, than to preſerve the me- 
mory of it, ſo fatal to the quiet of my life, and 
 falvation ? Great God! Shall Abelard always 


poſſeſs my thoughts, can I never free myſelt 


from thoſe chains which bind me to him? But 
perhaps Jam unreaſonably afraid; virtue direcis 


ol 
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all my motions and they are all ſubetkt to grace. 
Feat no more, dear Abelurd, I have no longer | 
any of thoſe fentiments, which being deſcribed! 
in my. etters have occaſioned: you ſo much trow- 
ple. T wilt no more endeavour; by tlie felatibn 
of thoſe pleafures, our newborn paſſion gave us, 
to awaken that criminal fondneſs yo may have 1 
for mae. 1 free you from all your oaths; forget 
the names of lover and hufband, but keep al- 
ways that of farher. I expect no more from 
you thofe tender prot 0 ſtations, and thoſe letters 
0 proper to cee up the commeree of love. 1 
demand nothing of you butſpiritual advice and 
wholefome directions. The path of holineſs, 
however thorny i irmay be, will yet appear ae 
able when I walk in your'fteps. You will al. 
ways find me ready to follow you. IHHall read 
with more pleaſure the letters in which you 
hall deſcribe to me the advantages of vittue, 
than ever T did thofe by which you fo artfully: | 
inſtilled the fatal poiſon of our paſhon; Fou ean- 
not now be filent, without a crime. When ! 
Vas poſſeffed with ſo violent a love, and preſſed 
you ſo carneftly/ to write to me, how many lei. 
ters did J fend you before I could obtain one i 
from you? You detlied me im ry miſery! the | 
9 e which ben: me, Werren vou 
15 007 en eee a 
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[- thought i it pernicious. , Yau endeavoured, by ſe⸗ 
verities to force me to forget you; nor can I 
blame you; but now you have nothing to fear. 
A lucky diſeaſe which "providence. ſeemed; to ; 
have chaſtiſed me with for my ſanctification, 
hath done what all human efforts, and | your cru 2 
elty, in vain. attempted, | 1 ſee now the vanity. of 
that happineſs which we had ſat our hearts upon, 
as if we were never to have loſt it; What feals, 
what uneaſineſs have we been obliged to ſuffer 
No Lord, there is no pleaſure upon earth, but 
that which virtue gives! The heart, ,amidlt, all 
worldly delights feels a ſting; lis uneaſy, and 
reſtleſs till fixed on thee. What have I not: ſuf- 
fered, Abelard, while I kept alive in my retire- : 
ment thoſe fires which ruined me in the world? | 
I ſaw with horror the walls which ſurround me, 
the hours ſeemed as long as years. 1 repented b 
thouſand times the having buried my ſelf here. t 
But ſince grace has opened my eyes all the ſcene iſ " 
is changed. Solitude looks charming, and the 
tranquillity which I behold. here enters my very, y 
heart. In. the ſatisfaction of doing my. duty 1 | 


feel a pleaſure above all that riches, pomp, ot W 
ſenſuality could afford, My. quiet has: indeed pi 
coſt me dear, L have bought 1 it even at the price Vi 
of. my. love, I have offered a violent. ſacrifice, ſh 
tir. 


and-which ſeemed above n power. I have 
| . tort 


c 
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torn you from my heart, and be not jealous; God. 


reigns there in your ſtead, who ought always to 
| have poſſeſſed it entire. Be content with hav- 
ing a place in my mind, which you ſhall never 
loſe; I ſhall always take a ſecret pleaſure in 
thinking of you, and eſteem it a glory OE 
thoſe rules you ſhall give mne ! „ 
This very moment I roceivewlewes PG wink +: 
I will read it, and anſwer it immediately. Jou 
ſhall ſee by my exactneſs in writing to you, that 
you are always dear to me. Lou very obli- 
gingly reproach me for delaying ſo long to "ou D 
you any neus: My illneſs muſt excuſe that. 1 
omit no opportunities of giving you marks of 
my remembrance. I thank you for the uneaſi- 
neſs you ſay my filence cauſed you, and the 
kind fears you expreſs concerning my health, 
Yours, you tell me, is but weakly, and you 
thought lately you ſhould have died. With 
what indifference, cruel man, do you acquaint 
me with a thing ſo certain to afflict me? I told 
you in my former letter how unhappy I ſhould 
beif you died; and if you loved me, you would 
moderate the rigour of your auſtere life. Ire. 
preſented to you the'occaſion I had for your ad- 8 
vice, and conſequently the reaſon there was ou 
ſhould take care of yourſelf. But I will not „ | 


tire you with the repetition of the ſame — _—_ 
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| zeal of this ſociety, * 'tis devoted to/you, and:you 
cannot juſtly charge it with forgetfulneſs; Vou 


fully executewhat- you have prudenely directed. 


you recommend, leſt we ſhould rather follow an 


thing that perplexes me, that you: haue heare 5 
that ſome of our ſiſters . bad enamples and 
ſ 


have not yet obſerved that looſeneſs your mY ä 
tion; when I have, I will take due care. 1 walk 


; — 


Lou deſire us nut to forget you in our Frame: 
Ah, dear Abrlard, you may depend upon the 


are our father, we yout children: You are uur 
guide, and we reſign ourſelves wich aſſurance in 
your piety. You command; we obey; we faiths 


We impoſe no pennancean ourſelves: but what 


indiſereet zcal than ſolid virtue. In a word, no- 
thing is thought rightly done, if without Abr: 
lard's' approbation. .You inform. me of one 


that there is a general looſeneſs amongſt them; 
Ought this to ſeen. e to you; wh Kik If t 
how mon aſteries are filled now a- days? Do - If { 


thers conſult the inclinations. of their! children i » 
tl 


when they ſettle them? Are not intereſt and por 
Hey their only rules? This is the reaſon that 


monaſteries are often filled with thoſe who-aves t 


ſcandal io them. But 1 conjure. you to telb me ft 
what are the irregularities you have heard id tt 
and to teach me a proper remedy for them, e 


rr r 
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my rounds every night, and malte tobe ene x, 


abroad return to their chamber nern 
ber all the adventures which haßp er a in 2 
monaſteries near Paris. You end your letter: 
with a general deploring of your uni jpineſs, 5 
and wifn for death as the end of a troubleſome 
life. Is it poſfible a genius fo great ag yours 
mould never get above his-paſi misfortiin 
What would: the world" ſay ſhould they read 
your letters as Edo? Would they ct riſider: the 
noble motive of your retirement, or not rather 
think: you had ſhut yourſelf up only to lane ent 
the condition to which my unele's revenge had 
reduced you ? What would your yourig/ pupils 
ſay who carne ſo far to hear you, and prefer yuut 
ſevere lectures to the ſoftneſs of a worldly life, if 
they ſhould ſee you ſecretly a ſlave to your paſ- 
fons, and ſenſible of all thoſe wealknefſes fromm 
which your rules can ſecure them? This Aer 
they ſo mach admire, this great perſonagewhich 
guides them, would loſe his fame, and become 
the ſcorn of his pupils. If theſe reaſons are not 
ſufficient to give you conſtaney i in your misfor- 
tunes, caſt your eyes upon me; and admire my 
reſolution of fnutting my ſelf up by your exams 
ple. I was young when we were ſeparated, and 
(if I dare believe what you were always telling 
10 worthy-of * 's affcctions. If! 
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had loved nothing in Abelard but ſenſual plea- 
ſure, a thouſand, agrecable young men might 
- have comforted me upon my. loſs of him, Jou 
know what 1 have done, excuſe. me therefore; 
from repeating, it; think of thoſe aſſurances L 
gave you of loving, you with the utmoſt tender- 
neſs. I dried your tears with kiſſes, and becauſe 
you were les. powerful 1 became leſs reſet ved. 
Ah, if you had loved with delicacy, the oaths 
made, the tranſports I accompanied. them with, 
the innocent careſſes 1. proſuſely gave you, al 
this ſure might have comforted. you. Had 5⁰⁰ , 
obſerved me to grow by degrees indifferent to 
you, you might have had reaſon to deſ Pair, but 
you never received greater marks of my Pall on, 
than after. that cruel revenge upon you. BY 
Let me. ce. no more i in your Foy 8, dear Ale 
Quare not 
the e one ihe has perſecuted, jp you 9 ought 
to forget her outrages. What a ſhame i is it for 
a philoſopher not to be comforted. for an ac- 
cCident which might happen to any man! Go- 
vern yourſelf by my example. 1 was, born with 
violent paſſions; I daily, ſtrive, with! the moſt 
tender emotions, and glory in triumphing and 
ſubjecting them to reaſon: Muſt a weak mind 
fortify one that is ſo much ſuperior? But whi- 
| * am I tranſ] ported ? Is this diſcourſe dire 
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werte teaches? If Four complain of fortune 
'tis not ſomuch that you feel her ſtrokes. as that 
you cannot ſhew your enemies how much to 
blame they were in attempting to hurt you. 
Leave them, Abelard, to exhauſt their malice, 


and continus to charm your auditors.” Diſcover | 
aveniſcems to have 
reſerved for you: : Your enemies, ſtruck with the 
ſplendor of your reaſoning; will do you juſtice. 
How happy ſhould I be could I fee all the world 


thoſe treaſures of learning, 1 


a8 entirely perſuaded of your prbbity as J am. 

Your' learning is allow ed by all the world; your 
greateſt enemies con feſs you are ignorant of no- 
ö thing that the mind off man is brit o know. 


ing. S {its RN 


My dear hulbandi ! (cbt is che lat t time iy ſhall wo 
uſe that expreſſion) ſhall I never ſee you again 5 


mall I never have the pleaſure of embracing you 
before death? What doſt thou ſay, wretched 


| Heloiſe? Doſt thou know what thou deſireſt? 
Canſt thou behold thoſe lively eyes without re- | 
collecting thoſe amorous glances whichhavebeen 
ſo fatal to thee? Canſt thou view that majeſtic 
air of Abelard, without entertaining a Jealouly 
of every one that ſees ſo charminga man? That 85 
mouth, which cannot be looked upon withoat 
7 deſire; * 
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that practiſes all thoſe 
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I defire; - in; ſhort, aliche perſon of {telus dap 


not be viewed by any woman. without danger, 


Deſire therefore no moxe to ſee Abeland; if the 
memory of him has cauſed thee ſo much trou- 
ble, Helolſe, what will not his preſence. do? 
What deſires willit not excitein.thy.ſoyl.? How 


will it-be poſſible, for thee. to keep thy reaſon at 


the ſight of ſo amiablea man ? Twill own toy 
What makes the greateſt. pleaſure | have ;i in my 
retireinent. After having paſſed the day in think- 
ing of you, full of the dear idea, I, give myſelf 
up at night to ſleep: Then it is, that Heldbiſe, 
. who dates not without trembling; think; af ou 
by day, reſigns herſelf -entirely;|to the/plealur 
of hearing you, ,and ſpeaking to-you., Ie en 
Abelard, and glut my eyes with the ſight. Seme- 
times you entertain me with the ſtory of your ſe- 
: cret. troubles and grievances, and createin mea 
ſenſible ſorrow.; ſometimes forgetting the;perpe- 
tual ohſtacles to our deſires, you preſs me #0 
make you happy, and J. eaſily yield to ;Four 
tranſports. Sleep gives you what your, enemies 
rage has deprived you of ; and our ſouls, ani- 
mated with the ſame paſſion, are ſenſible of the 
ſame pleaſure. But oh! you delightful iluf. 
ons, ſoft errors, „how ſoon. do you vaniſh away? 


Ab wad awaking 1 pen my es and Fe 5 Ale- 
"lard, 


U 
% » oy 
# : * 
, 
o * ba ; / 
» - 


* 


. 


tl 


l 1 
PF & 
[ i 


1 0 K „aan _ 


wa 1 ſtreich out myaumn to take hald of him, 
but he is not there; Icallihim, hechears: me not. 
What u fool am I to tell you any dreams, who | 
are inſenſible of theſe pleaſures? But do ou, 


Abelard, never ſee Heloife inyour ſleep? blow 


does ſhe appear to you? Do -yau:entertain*her 
with the fame tender language as farmerly, when | 
Fulbert committed her to our care? When you 
awake, are you pleaſed or ſorry ? Pardon ime, 


Abelard, pardon a miſtaken lover, 1 muſt no 


more expect that vivacity from you, hi 
animated all your actions. Vis no more time 


to require from qu, a perfect -gorreſpondenge 
of deſires. We have bound ourſelves to ſevere 
us.never; ſo dear. Let us ahink of. our duties in 


auſterities, and muſt follow them, let th. 


theſe rigours, and make qa; good uſe of that ns- 


eehty which kegps us ſeparate. Vou, Abelard, _ 


will happily. finiſh.your. courſe, your deſires and 


Heloiſe only muſt lament, ſhe only muſt weep 


be avai ilable OT. not to her ſalvation. n 


— 94 


ch ande 


ambitions will be no-obſtacles to your ſalvation. 
without being certain whether all. her tears; will 


Thad! like to, have. ended my letter di ag- 
quainting you with what. happened here fa fe 
days ago. A young Nun, who was one f 
thoſe who are forced to take up withia convent - 
vithout; any. kamin ation whether it will ſuit 


with 


— 
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vith their tempers or not, is, by a ſtrat; em 
know nothing of, eſcaped, and, as they fay, 
fled with a young gentleman ſhe was in love 
with to England. I have ordered all the houſe 
to conceal the matter. Ah Abelard ! if you 
near us theſe diſorders. would not ha ppen. All 
the ſiſters, charmed with ſeeing and hearing you, 
uVould think of nothing but practiſing your rules 
and directions. The young Nun had never for- 
med ſo criminal a deſign as that of breakihg 
her vows, had you been at our head to exhort 
us to live holily. If your eyes were witneſſes of 
our actions, they would be innocent. When we 
ſlipt, you would lift us up and eſtabliſh us by 
your counſels; we ſhould march with ſure ſteps 
in the rough paths of virtue. 1 begin to per- 
ceive, Abelard, that I take too much pleaſure 
in writing to you. I ought to burn my letter. 
It ſhews you I am till engaged in a deep paſſion 
for you, though at the beginningof it I deſigned 
to perſuade you of the contrary; I am ſenſible 
of the motions. both of grace and paſſion, and 
by turns yield to each. . Have pity, Abelard, 
of the condition to which you have brought me, 
and make in ſome meaſure the latter days of my 
- life as mes as the firſt uc been ann and 
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Abelard, having at Jef conquered theremain 4% I | 
' his WE rpg had determined to put an 61 
end to ſo dangeraus a curraſpondeues at 1hat || 
between Heloiſe and himſelf. The icing - 
letter therefore, though writtex; with no de. 

concern thas his farmer, is free fimm inixtures 
of a worldly Paſſion, and is full of the aum. 


of AR EE piety, and whe mf waving. #Y 1 
R 17 E no more to me, Hebiſe, write. 5 1 

V no more to me; . *tis time to end a com- 1 
merce which makes our mortifications of no ad. = 


| vantage to us. We retired ſrom the world to 
ſanctify ourſelyes; and by a conduct direcix 
contrary to Chriſtian 1 n we become di- a 
ous to Jeſus Chriſt. Let us no mas deceive | 
ourſelves 3 by fattering ourſelves with, the .r6- 
membrance of qur paſt pleaſuxes we ſhall make 
our lives troubleſome, and we ſhall be incapa- 
ble of reliſhing the ſweets of ſoluude.. Let us 
male a N uſe of our au 2 and no 
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longer preſerve the ideas of our crimes amongſt 
che ſeverities of peni tence. Let a mortification 
of body and mind, a ſtrict faſting, continual 
ſolitude, profound and holy meditations, and 2 5 
ſincere love of . ſu rod our former e ; 


larities, 5 


Let us try to b religious perfection to a 
very difficult point. Tis beautiful to find in 
chriſtianity minds ſo diſengaged from the earth, 
from the creatures and themſel: ves, that they 
ſeem to act independen tly of thoſe bodies they ; 
are joined to, and to uſe them as their ſlaves, 
: We. can never raiſe ourſelves to too great at 
heights; when God is the object. Be our en- 
deavours never ſo great, they will always come 
ſhort of reaching that exalted dignity, which 5 
even our apprehenſions « cannot reach. Let us 
act for God's glory, independent of the crea- 
tures or ourſelves, without any regard to our 
own deſires, or the ſentiments of others. 


Were we in this temper. of mind, Heloiſe, 1 


would willingly make my abode at the Para- : 
clete. My earneſt care for a houſe FT have | 


founded, 'would draw a thouſand bleſſings on it. 


1 would inſtruct it by my words, and animate 0 
it by my example. 1 would watch over the 


hyes of my. ſiſters, and would command no- 
55 " 7 
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mg but what I myſelf ERP petform. [7 © 
would direct you to pray, meditate, labour, and. : of 

keep vows of ſilence, and Iwould 12 elf pray, 
5 manga labour, and be ſilent. 
However when I ſpoke, it ſhould bow lift 
you up when you ſhould fall; to ſtrengthen . 
you in your weak neſſes, to enlighten you in 
that darkneſs and obſcurity which might at an | 
time ſurprize you. I would comfort: y 4 under 4 | | 
thoſe ſeverities uſed by perſons of great virtue. ⁵ 
I would moderate the vivacity of. Jour. zeal and 
piety, and give: your virtue an Even tempera- | = 
ment: I would point out thoſe duties which you * 
ought to know, and ſatisfy you in thoſe doubts 
' which the weakneſs of your reaſon might oc. 
fon,” I would be your maſter and father; a 
by a marvellous talent, I would become: . 
low, ſoft, or ſevere, according to the different 
characters of thoſe Lſhould guide i 15 che eee 
path of Chriſtian perfection. . EX 
But whither does my. rein imagination 1 
me? Ah, Helolſe, how. far are we from ſuch 4 
happy temper? Your heart ſtill burns with that 
fatal fire Which you cannot extinguiſh, and 
mine is full of trouble and uneaſineſs. Think 
- Not, Heloiſe, that I enjoy here a perfect peace "oy 
Iwill, for the laſt time, e * heart to j; 
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1: 9 caged fom you; I. t 
| * xceſirve renderneſs for you, yet in 
ſpite. of all endearoum, the remaining fraley 
makes me but too fenßble of your Iörreepw, and 
gives me a ſhare in them. Four letters Have. 
indeed moved me, ] could not read with: indif- 
ia ference characters wrote by that dear hand. 1: 
ſigh, I weep, and all my reaſon is ſcarce ſuſf- 
cient to conceal my weakheſs from my Pupils. 
This, unhappy Heloiſe is the miſerable condi- 
tion of Abelard: The world, which generally 
errs in its notions, thinks I am eaſy, and as 9 
had loved only in you the gratification of ſenſe, 
imagines I have now forgot you ; but what a. 
miſtake is this! People indeed did not miſtake 
in thinking when we ſeparated, that ſhame and 
grief for having been ſo eruelly uſed made me 
abandon the world. Twas not, as you know, 
a A ſincere repentance for having offended God, 
Which inſpired me with a deſign of retiring: 
However, I conſidered the accident which hap- | 
pened to us as a ſecret deſign of providence, to 
puniſh. our crimes; and only looked upon Ful- 
bert as the inſtrument. of divine vengeance. 
Grace drew me into an Aſylum, where I might 
yet have remained, if the rage of my enemies 
N would hays "en itte 9 endured all theit 
f | perſecu- 
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iſed then eee m ö 
| When be faw me pray obechent-ti 
wh will, he permitted that I ſhould juſtify: 
doctrine; I made law purity p publ t, | 
in the end that my faith was eee orthodox, 8 
but alſo rana n nrrer eee 5 
of novelty. _ 
I ſhould be wow i 1 lad ene ws" 1 
my enemies, and no other hindrance ta my ſal. 
vation but their calummy: But, Helorfe, you 
make me trouble; your letters declare to me 8 
chat yon are enſlaved to a fatal paſſion; ane 
yet if you cannot conquer it, you eannot be 
ſaved; and what part would you have me take _ 
in this caſe? Would you have me Rifle the in · 9 
ſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt ? Shall I, to oh • 
you, dry up. thoſe tears which the evil ſpirit . | 
makes you ſhed ? Shall this be the fruit of mx 0 
meditations? No; Let us be more firm in ur "i 
| reſolutions, we have-notxetired. but in order to 
lament our fins, and. to gain Heaven: Let us 
then reſign ourſelves to God with all our heart. 
I know every thing i in the beginning is diffi- Y 
cult, but it is glorious 40 undertake the begin- " 
ning of a great action, and that glory increaſes = | 
proportionably, as the difficulties are mor n- 


buen We _ upon this account to ſays” 
1 „„ mount 
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; mount bravely all obſtacles which might 1 8 
us in the Practice of Chriſtian virtue. In a mo- 
5 naſtery men are proved as gold in the furnace. 
No one can continue long N unleſs she bear 
| e ts the yoke of our Lord. Pn SRL 
Attempt to break thoſe ſhameful ale lh 
bind you to the fleſh, and if by the aſſiſtance of 
grace you are ſo happy as to accory pliſh this, 1 
entreat you to think of me in your prayers. 
Endeavour with all your frength to be the pat- | 
tern of a perfect chriſtian; it is difficult, I | con- 
feſs, but not impoſſible; and expect this beau · 
tiful triumph from your teachable diſpoſition. 
If your firſt endeavours prove weak, give not 
yourſelf up to def] pair; that would be co-war⸗ 
dice; beſides, I would have you informed, that 
you muſt neceſſarily take great pains, becauſe 
you ſtrive to conquer a terrible enemy, to extin- 
guiſh raging fire, and to reduce to ſubjection 
your deareſt affections; you muſt fight againſt 
your own deſires, be not therefore preſſed down 
with the weight of your corrupt nature. You 
have to do with a cunning adverſary, who will 
uſe all meãns to ſeduce you; be always upon 
your guard. While we live we are expoſed to 
temptations; this made a great ſaint ſay, that 
the whole life of man was a temptation ; the De- 


vil, who never ſleeps, walks continually around 
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us, in order to ſurptie us o ſome unguarded bo 
wh and enters into our ſoul to deſtroy it. _— 
However perfect any one may be, yet he | 
may fall into temptations, and perhaps into 
uch as may be uſeful. Nor is it wonderful that 
man ſhould never be exempt from them, be- 
cauſe he hath always within himſelf their 3 
concupiſoenee; ſcarce are we delivered from one 
temptation, but another attacks us: Such is the 
lot of the poſterity. of Adam, that they ſhould 
always have ſomething to ſuffer, becauſe 3 
have forfeited their primitive happineſs. We 
vainly flatter ourſelves that we ſnall conquer 
temptations by flying; 3 if Wwe. Join not patience 
and humility, we ſhall torment ourſelves to no 
purpoſe. We ſnall more certainly compaſs our - - 
end by imploring God's aſſiſtance, e * 
uſing any means drawn from ourſelyes;.- £48 
Be con ſtant, Heloife, truſt ia „and you'. 
Will fall 3 into few temptations; whenever: they © 
ſhall come, ſtifle them. in their birth; let em 
not take root in your heart. Apply remedies . | 
to a diſeaſe, ſaid an ancient, in its eee ; 
for when it hath gained ſtrength, medicines Wil! 
be unavailable; temptations have their degrees, 
they are at firſt mere thoughts and do not ap- 
pear dangerous ; P the nee receives them 
1 * vithout 
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without. any fears; a pleaſure is formed out of 7 
them, we pauſeupon it, and at laſt we yield toit. 
Do you now; Heloi/e, applaud my deſign of 
| making you walk in the ſte ps of the ſaints? Do 
my words give you any reliſh for penitence ? 
Have you not remorſe for your wanderings, and 
do you not wiſh you .could; like Magdalen, 
- waſh our Saviour's feet with your tears ? If o 
habe not yet theſe ardent emotions, pray that 
he would inſpire them. I ſhall never ceaſe to | 
recbomtnend you in my prayers, and always be- 
ſeech him to aſſiſt you in your deſign of dying 
. You have quitted the world, and what 
object was worthy to detain you there? Lift up 
Four eyes always to him to whom you have co 
ſecrated the reſt of your days. Life "pul this 
earth is miſery, The very neceſſitic ; 
our body is ſubject here, are matter of afiQion 
to a faint, Lari, ſaid che Royal Prophet, de- 
liver me from my neceſſities ! They are'wretch- 
ed who do not know themſelves for ſuch; and 
pet they are more wretched who know theirmi- | 
fery, and do not hate the corruption of the age. 
What fools are men to engage themſelves to 
earthly things! They will be undeceived one 
day, and will know but too late how much they 


_— been to dlarne in ae fuch falſe good. ; 
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Perſons truly pious do mot thus miſtake," they 


are diſengaged from all ſenſual pleaſures, wo”, | lit 
raiſe their deſires to Heaven. Begin, Heloiſe; - Wh 


put your defign 1 in execution without delay; 


you have yet time enough to work ant your 


clan ove Chriſt, anddeſpiſe yourſelf for - 


his fake. He would poſſels your heart, and be 


the ſole object of your ſighs and tears; ſeek for 
no comfort but in him. If you do not free 
yourſelf from me, you will fall with me; but if 
you quit me, and give up yourſelf to him, you 
will be ſtedfaſt and immovealiſe. If you force 

the Lord to forſakt you, yon will fall ineo dif- | 


treſs; but if you be ever faithful to him, vou. 1 4 


will be always in jey. Magdalen wept, as 
thinking the Lardhad forſaken ber; but Martha 7 
ſaid, ſee, the Lord calls you; be diligent in your. 
duty, and obey faithfully the motions of his 

grace, and Jeſus will remain always with yu. 
Attend, Heloiſe, to ſome inſtructions: have =_ 
to give you: You ate at the head of a ſociety, = 
and you know there is this difference between 


- thoſe who lead a private life, and ſuch as are 
charged with the conduct of others; that the. 
firſt need only labour for their own ſanctifica- 


tion, and in acquitting themſelves of their du- _ 
. ties are not a to vrathice all the virtues. - 
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ſiuch an apparent manner; whereas they! who: | 
have the conduct of otitis intruſted to them, ; 
ought by their example to engage them to do f 
all the good they are capable of in their condi- 
tion. beſeech you to attend to this truth, and 
ſo to follow i it, as that your whole life may be 25 
perfect model of that of a religious recluſ. 
God, who heartily deſires our falvation, barks 
made all the means of it eaſy to us. In the Oi 
T7 eftament he hath written in the tables of the 
law what he requires of us, that we might ne; - - 
be bewildered in ſeeking after his will. In the 
New Te eftament he hath written that law of 
grace in our hearts, to the i intent that it might 
be always preſent with us; and knowing the 
"weakneſs and incapacity of our nature, he hath 
given us grace to perform his will; and as if 
this were not enough, he hath at all times, in all 1 
Rates of the church, raiſed up men, who by, 
their exemplary life might excite others to their 
duty. To effect this, he hath choſen perſons: 
of every age, ſex, and condition. Strive now to 
unite in ycurſelf all thoſe virtues which have 
been ſcattered in theſe different ſtates. Hats 
the purity of virgins, the auſterity of ankboxites, . 
the zeal of paſtors and biſhops, and tlie con- 


„ of martyrs: - Ee exact in the courſe ok 
8 your | 
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«grecable to you; - #2 . 


be death of bis Saints, a ys. ths Projhen; is 
precious in the fight of the Lord. Nor is it dif- 
eath ente 5 
have remarked three things which might khve 2 5 
given the Prophet an occaſion of ſpeaking thus: 
Firſt, their reſignation to the will of < ara Se. 
condly, the continuation of their good Works. 
And laſtly, the triumph they gain over the Devil. 
A A Saint, who has accuſtomed himſelf to ſub- 
mit to the will of God, yields to death without 
reluctance. He waits with joy (ſays St. G. 
gory) for the Judge who is to reward him, he 585 
fears not to quit this miſerable mortal life, in 
order to begin an immortal happy one. It is 
not ſo with the ſinner, ſays te ſame father; ; he 
fears, and with reaſon, he trembles at the ap- — 
proach of the leaſt ſickneſs; Death i is terrible to s | 


ficult to comprehend why their de 
have this advantage over that of ſin 


him, becauſe he cannot bear the preſence of an 


offended Judge, and having ſo often abuſed the 


grace of God, he ſees no Wop to o avoid, the 110 
niſhment due to his o 
T ſaints have belides this advan tage over 
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miliar to ther 


| thete are ſo few who love the croſs of -Chtiſt. 


5 Sinnes, that having made works of piety: fa- | 
m during their life, they exerciſe | 
them without trouble, and having gained n new 1 
ſtrength againſt the Devil every time they over» | 
came him, they will find themſelves in a condi- = 
tion at the hout of death to obtain that vigory 
over him, on which depends all eternity, and 
the bleſſed union of their ſouls wick their creator. 
hope, Heloiſe, that after having deplored 
the irregularities of your paſt life, you will die 
(as the Prophet prayed). the death of the righte- | 
ous, Ah! how few are there who make their 
end after-this manner! And x Why? It is becauſe 


| Every one would. be ſaved, but. few will uſe- 
thoſe means which religion preferibes. And yet 
we can be ſaved by nothing but che croſs, why - 
then do'we refuſe to bear it? Hath not our Sa- 
viour borne it before us, and died for us, to the 
end that we might alſo bear it, and deſire to die 
alſo? All the ſaints have been afflicted, and our 
Saviour himſelf did not paſs one hour of his 
life without ſome ſorrow. Hope not therefore 
to be exempred from ſufferings. The croſs, 5 
1 Heloife, is always at hand, but take care that 
f you do not bear it with regret, for by ſo doing 


yeu will make 1 it more heavy, © and you. will be 
e 1 


, : : ij ; ; 
. i ; , f 
1 . 1. : — 2 , 
. : ; © F 7 &* A 
; ; - 

5 d 7 » * 1 
— 


— 


if you aber u ich affection and co. 
your ſufferings vill œeate in you a ra h 


dence, whereby you will find chmſort in-God. 1 


Hear our Saviour, who ſays, My child,| re- 


nounce yourſelf, take up your croſs and lle 
me. Oh Heloiſe do you doubt 2 Is not y 2 
| iſhed at ſo ſaving a command ? Are vou 


deaf to his voice? Are you infenfible to words | 
fo re Beware; e af efuſing 
Pn you u ficht hi his affecti on, than an pro- 
fane lover. Ern vour comernpt and 
ingratitude, he will turn his love into anger, 
and make you feel his vengeance. se wall 
you ſuſtain his preſence, when you! "hall ſtand | 


before his tribunal ? He will veproach you for. 5 
the wall repreſent to 
you his ſufferings for you. What anfwer can 
you make? He will then be implacable. Ne 


having defpiſed his grace; | 


will ſay to you, Go, ꝓrond creature, dwell in 


everlaſting flames; I feparated you from the 
world to purify you'in ſohtude, and vou did 85 
not ſecond my deſign: Tendeavoured to ſave 
you, and- you took pains. to deſtroy yourſelf: it 5 2 
Go, Yak "ns * boa . eee 1 
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Oh, Heloiſe, prevent theſe terrible words, und” 
d by a holy courſe the puniſhment' prepar- 5 
"26 for ſinners. I dare not give you a deſerip= . a 
tion of thoſe dreadful torments which are the 
| conſequences of a life of guilt.  T amfalled: with : 
horror, when they offer thernſelves to my ima- 
gination : And yet, Heloife, 1 can conceive no- 
thing which can reach the tortures of the damn- 
"ed; the fire which we ſee upon earth, is but the * 
ſhadow of that which burns them; and without 
enumerating their endleſs pains, the loſs of Gd 
which they feel increaſes all their torments. 
Can any one ſin who is perſuaded of this? Mͤy : 
God!] can we dare to offend thee ? Though the 
riches of thy mercy could not engage us 10145. 
thee, the dread of being throw n into ſuch an 
abyſs of miſery ſhould reſtrain us from doing | 
uy! thing which might diſpleaſe thee? yah; 
I queſtion not, Heloife, but you will hereaf- 
ter apply yourſelf -in good earneſt to the buſi- 
neſs of your ſalvation : This ought to be your 
whole concern. Baniſh me therefore for ever 
from your heart; tis the beſt advice I can give il 
you: For the remembrance of a perſon we have 
loved criminally cannot but be hurtful, whate- 
ver advances we have made in the ways of yit- 
tue. When you have-extirpated Jour, un- ; 
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happy inclination towards me, -the practice of _ 0 F 


every virtue will become eaſy ; ; and when at laſt 
your life is conformable to that of Chriſt, Death * 
will be deſirable to you. Tour ſoul will joy- - 
fully leave this body, and direct its flight to 1 55 
Heaven. Then you will appear with confi- 

dence before your Saviour: You will not read 
characters of your reprobation written in the 


Book of Life ; but you will hear your Saviour 
ſay, Come, partake of my glory, and enjoy the 


eternal reward I have appointed for thoſe vir- 
tues you! have Priel! 
Farewel, Heloife. This is the Jaſt advice of Y 
your dear Aelard; this the laſt time, let me 
perfuade you to follow the holy rules of the 
goſpel. Heaven grant that your heart, once ſo 
ſenſible of my love, may now yield to be di- 


- 


rected by my zeal! May the idea of your lo- 
ving Abelard, always preſent to your mind, be 
now changed into the image of Abelard, truly 5 
penitent; and may you ſhed as many tears for 
your ſalvation, as you have done during the 


courſe of our wisfortunes ! ! 
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I theſe deep folitudes and dvtef cee, 18 


Where heav*nly-penſive eee dwells 
And ever-mufing melaneboly reigns; 

What means this tumult in a veſtaPs veins? 
Why rove my thoughts beyond this laſt retreat? 
Why feels my heart | its long-forgotten heat ? 


Yet, yet 1 love l- From Abelard i it came, g 
And Eloiſa. yet muſt kiſs the name. High 1 ah 
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e fatal name! reſt ever voreveal', | 3 . 

Nor paſs [theſe lips i in holy ſilence ſeal'd : PE IS 7. 0 | 
: Hide i it, my heart, within that cloſe difouiſe, 1 
Where mix d with God's, his lov'd idea lies: Cs 
Oh write it not, my- hand the name appears | 
Already written waſh it out, my tears! 

In vain loſt Eliſa weeps and prays, _ bo 15 
Her heart Mill e _ her — obeys. ” 


4 [Relentleſs walls whoſe darkſome round contains f 
Repentant fighs, and voluntary pains: © 
Ye rugged rocks | which holy knees have worn; 5 15 
Ve grots and caverns ſhagg'd with horrid thorn | 20 

| Shrines | where their vigils pale-ey'd Www 
And pitying faints, whoſe flatues learn to weep E. 
5 Tho! cold like you, unmoy'd and ſilent grown, 


8 
4 
* 
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1 have not yet forgot myſelf to ſtone. 267 {+ 
Heav'n claims me all in vain, while he has ben, * 
Still rebel nature holds out half my heart; 


| Nor pray'rs nor faſts i its ſtubborn pulſe . . 
| Nor one for Ages, taught. to e in vain. | ; 
Soon as thy letters trembling I alike. | 3 | 5 
That well-known name awakens all w7.! woes. b | 30 = 
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Oh name for ever bad! for ever e „5 
Still breath'd i in ſighs, ſtill utter with a tear.” 5 55 e 
I tremble too where? er my own 1 find, 1 
Some dire misfortune follows cloſe behind, © 1 
Line after line my guſhing eyes 0 berlow, . 5 35 
Led through a ſad variety of woe : 5 3 
Now warm in love, now wiring in n thy bloom, 
Loſt in a convent's ſolitary gloom! = . 


* ; 2 % % 5 


There ſtern religion quench'd- th unwilling fame, 47% 


FT here died the be of? Ps love A Pe 5 40 5 15 
Yet write, KY writen me all, that 1 may join - Wc 4. 

Griefs to thy griefs,. and echo Gghs to wie! * 1 

Nor foes nor fortune take this pow'r away; na mW 

And 1s my ABELA 4 leſs kind than they? 2 3Y 

Tears ſtill are mine, and thoſe 1 need not „ 5 f 

Love but demands what elſe were ſhed i in meyer r;. 9 85 

No happier taſk theſe faded eyes purſue em 

To read and weep is all 1 0 2 7 88 do. 55 5 


Then wide thy pain, allow that ſad Re, 5 . | 2 | 
Ah, more than' ſhare i it [ give me all thy grief. . 
Heav'n firſt taught letters for ſome W RY aid, 

Some baniſh'd lover, or ſome captive maid; 
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| | They live, they ſpeaks. they breathe what love; 1 
j Warm Geo be "wk and faithful t to its TY TY 
The virgin's wiſh. without her fears. impart, ; . 
| Excuſe the bluſh, and pour out all the Lett 7 
Speed the ſoft intercourſe from foul to ſoul, 5 ; — | 
—And waft a gh from 1212 to the Pole, 5 | 


3 
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Thou know ꝰſt how guiltleſs ert! met thy flame, k 
When Lo VE approach'd n me under FRI END SHIP 's 
name b : 60 
My fancy form'd' thee of angelic kind 5 
Some emanation of th' all- beautebus nin. 
| Thoſe ſmiling eyes, atteinp'ring every ml 1 
Shone ſweetly lambent with celeſtial day. 880 
Guiltleſs Igaz'd; Heav'n liſten'd while you wi? 3 65 | 
And Txurns D4V1 NE came e mended from * 


5 tongue. 0 1:4 wg. | 

From Lips like bog what pascgrre fil ” | 

move ? 1 Th * 25% [1192 95 
* Too ſoon they taught me *twas no fin to love: ; 
1 Back through the paths of pleaſing ſenſe I ran. 7 
Nor wiſh'd an angel whom | lov'd a man. 8 ! 

Dim and remote the j joys of faints l ſes... 2-5 EN 1 


Nor envy them that Heav' n 1 loſe for tr, 5 62 
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"How + of] hes preſt marriage, hos 1 ni, | 
Curfe on all laws but. thoſe which Love has made 1 1 
Love, free as air, at ſight of human ties, „ ö 
Spreads bis light wings, and in a moment flies. 00 „ [ 
Let wealth, let honour, wait the wedded dame, „ 
Auguſt her deed, and facred be her fame; 3 = fr Dl 
Before true paſſion all thoſe views remove, 27 855 _ 
Fame, Wealth, and Honour . what are vou 8 
Love? HARE „ 
The jealous Oed, when we profane” his fires, hk ! 
_ Thoſe reſtleſs paſſions 1 in revenge inſpires, 3 | 
And bids them make miſtaken. mortals groan, 8 | 
Who ſeek in Love for ought but Love alone. 
Should at my feet the world's great maſter fall, 85 1 
Himſelf, his throne, tis world, Td ſcorn them all: — 
Not CæSAR 's Empreſs would I deign to prove; 1 1 
No, make me miſtreſs to the Man I love; 75 I | 
If there be yet another name more free: | N 
More fond than miſtreſs, make me that to thee! 90 5 ; | | 
Oh happy ſtate ! when ſouls each other draw, 
When love is liberty, and nature; law, © 8 
All then is full, poſſeſſing and 1 ee 
No craving. void leſt aking in the breaſt: 2577 
Ev'n thought © meets Erect ere from the ur- it 


part, 6 JEW” 5 
And each warm 3 ſing _ from the heart. 
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This fare i is bliſs (if bliſs on earth there be) 
And once the lot of ApzLanp and me. 1 


DS 8 2 is 3 
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a how chang'd! what 3 horrors riſe 8 Py : 
A naked lover bound and bleeding lies A : 8 100 
Where, where was ELoss ? her voice, her hand, 
Her poinard, had oppos'd the dire command. * 1 

' Barbarian, ſtay ! that bloody ſtroke reſtrain 1 1 
The crime was common, common be the pain. 5 
I can no more; by ſhame, by rage met 105 
Let ts and e bluſhes peak the reſt. 
Canſt thou 1 that fad, that Glo 3 
When victims at yon? altar” s foot we lay ? 
'Q anſt thou forget what tears that moment fell, 
When, warm in youth, I bad the world -fare-- 
| — w i a ae pr Og 
As with cold lips 1 kits che ad __ 
"The ſhrines all trembled, and the lamps grow” 
pale : DR, LEY, Sa 
Heav'n ſcarce believ'd the opens it ſurvey'd, 
And ſaints with wonder heard the vows Lact: 7 5 
Yet then, to thoſe dread altars as I'drew, | urs 
Not on the Croſs my eyes were fix'd, but you: | 
'F Not Grace, or Zeal, Lo vx only was 1 ea 


1 Andif Loſe thy Love, 1 Llofe,my all.” bad 
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Come! with thy Looks, hy Works, relieve 5 . | 
Wee; N 5 Be GS 1 
Thoſe ſtill at leaſt are left bee id » beſtow. "= 120 25 
still on that breaſt enamour'd let me lie, ole: 
Still drink delicious poiſon from thy Ge, 
Pant on thy lip, and to thy heart be pre d 
Give all thou canſt—and: let me dream the reſt. 
Ah no! inſtruet me other Joys to prize, 125 
With other beauties charm my partial eyes, 
Full in my view ſet all the bright abode, 
And make my ſoul 1 ABELARD for God... 44 
Ah chit: at + leaſt a flock Taha FR care, 2 8 
Plants of thy hand, and children of thy prayer. I 5 
From the falſe world 1 in carly youth they fled, 
By thee to mountains, wilds, and deſarts led. MY > 
You rais'd theſe hallow'd walls ; the defert fill, 
5 And Paradiſe was open'd in the wild. IPRS 2, 
No weeping orphan ſaw his father's ſtores, 54 48 - 
i Our ſhrines icradiate, or emblaze the floors ; . 
No ſilver ſaints, by dying miſers given, 1 0 fe 
; Here brib'd the rage of ill-requited Heav': n: 
: But ſuch plain roofs as piety could raiſe, 5 | 
And only vocal with the maker's praiſe.” - D | 140 N 


nn E 0 14 As: 144 n. Nl nn 
8 ; Ia hal lobe walls (beit day's s eternal bound) 1 
T heſe ; moſs-grown domes with ſpiry turrets — 
Where e awfyl arches make a noon-day night, 
And the dim windows ſhed a cem ehe 1 70 8 
Thy eyes diffuſed a reconciling ray, | | 
And gleams of glory brightea'd.al the e Ne 
But now no face divine contentment wWenr. 
*Tijs all blank ſadveſs, or continual tears. 15 9% 
See how the force of others' pray'rs I try, 
(Oh pious fraud of am'rous charity „ 1550 
But why ſhould lon others” pray'rs depend ? 
Come thou, my father, brother, huſband, frien al 
Ah let thy handmaid, ſiſter, daughter move, 
And, all thoſe tender names in one, thy Love! 
The darkſowe pines that oer yon” rocks reclin'd, 15 5 
Wave high, and murmur to the hollow wind, 8 


The wand ring ſtreams that ſhine between the hills, | 
The grots that echo to the tinkling rills, 


The dying gales that pant upon the trees, 
The lakes that quiver to the curling breeze 3 3 9 05 
No more theſe ſcenes my meditation aid, 3 
Or loll to reſt the viſionary maid. . 

a But oꝛer the twilight groves, and duſky caves, 
9 iſles, and e graves, 
= oy: | 
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A death-like filence, teen 4 * 
Her e F 
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Veiga the murmur. at the ailing tale n of ; 
And breathes A browner horror on the. woods. 415! K 70 
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Vet here for every sl lays „ 1 e 
ad proof how well a lover can dan bey! LE 86 5 
Death, only Ind, f fan dae the: | 75 


Hi all its e all; Fs Hannes r r ef 


And wait, (Bll nag mg: fin to mix 18 mine, 17. 
Ah wretch ! believ'd the youle, of God in n vin, 
| 3.35 3 J05 2-11 . 


Confeſs'd within the f flare. of love and man. . 1 i 1 
24 * 1 
Aſſiſt me, Hear A wh but whence aroſe that 2.3 


S * 25 , 
T3 5 2 * 1 * e * a 39 11 VE} ** 314 100 1 * 34 
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Sprung it from piety, 'or from deſpair 72770 1 
Ev'n here, where frozen chaſtity R | 
Love finds an altar for forbidden fires, © NY = E790 ; | 
I ought to krieve, but canndt what ; abt; EE | 
1 mourn the lovet, not ment the Fault ; 
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Nor can you pity what you never felt: 
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The hand that heals muſt feel what I endure, 
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11 crimes like n mine ecould an allay receive, _ 
[ 4 That leſt, 15 allay thy, wond'rous charms. might | 
Thy form, chat gilt to love my beat zee, 3 
Still wanders i in my loſt, my guilty mi ind. 
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| Sprightly as light, more ſoft than ſummer's s air, 1 | 
Bright as their beams thy eyes a mind diſcloſe, 5 * 
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| Nor fame, nor wealth, my foften'd heart could! move, 
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The hours that wenge ought n not to return. : 
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Teach you bier dt | —.—.— W 

Ana bid the ſoul with ſacred rapture burn. _ . 
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When gently ſunk to my eternal ſleep, 1 ny Ty 


This breaſt no more, at en to ak config. 
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1 fill, to ſpeak all pains 0 ofie—you love |. 150 
Deaf to the weak eſſays of living breath, | 5 FEY. 
Attend the ſtronger eloquence of death. eee 
When that kind pow'r this e mal free, ” 
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| Dee his quench'd eyes no longer gaze on you 13 Y 5 : 
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Which firſt to thine wy heart $: ſoft fate made 


known. 5 f 2/-5 e 


Pant. like the waving aſpin in the wind; 


See all my wild, tumultuous paſſion o er, | 


And thou, amazing change! be lov'd no more; x: 
Behold the deſtin'd end of human love 1 8 


But let the ſight your zeal alone improve; 32 


Eet not your conſcious ſoul, to ſorrow mov ak 
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With pious care your fruitleſs g trai 8 
Nor let a tear your ſacred veil profane: ä 


| Not &ena figh on my cold urn beſtow, — 
But let your breaſt with horn __ glow; 
Let love divine frail mortal lov wh: 
| : And o your mind immort Ft HRT 
et Heav'n relenting l e your raviſh'd view, "2 
And fill the bright, the bl ſt perſuit renew 
So with your crimes ſhall your misfo unes ceaſe, 
And your rack'd ſoul be calmly huſſ'd t0 
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